
 

 

LAND INFORMATION / ZONING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

July 9, 2024 

 

Chairman Willingham called the meeting of the Rusk County Zoning/Land Information Committee to 

order at 3:00 P.M. in the Law Enforcement Center in the Rusk County Government Center.  

 

Members present:  David Willingham, Kurt Gorsegner, John Moore, and Mike Russell.  Brian Coggins 

was excused. Staff present: Yvonne Johnson, Mary Berg, Colleen Schott, and John Fitzl via zoom. 

 

Approve minutes: Russell/Moore motion to approve the committee minutes from the June 11th, 2024 

meetings. Motion carried.  

 

No public comment. 

 

Payment Approval Reports: Gorsegner/Russell motion to approve. Motion carried.  

 

Land Information Report: Fitzl stated there were 6 new fire numbers. Had a meeting with property 

owners on Amacoy Lake regarding fire number issues. He explained the procedure to the property 

owners. Will put on the agenda next month. 

  

Register of Deeds Report: Berg reported that recordings were down, 324 in June 39 less than in May. 

Vitals were up, 238 for the month, 98 more than May. Berg is now the Chair for the WRDA vital records 

committee. Congratulation’s to her. She has been working on the fall conference.    

 

Treasurer Report: Nielsen not present. Johnson read report. Of the three properties on tax deed the 

county took two. Sold 10 platbooks. 

 

Zoning Report: Johnson reported the Land Use Permits are currently at 197 compared to 215 in 2023. 

Sanitary permits are currently at 59 in comparison to 62 in 2023. To date there are 335 camper permits. 

Sent out 6 citations. There were eleven enforcement letters sent out. Ten for unpermitted RVs and one 

structure. Reported 4 new homes for June.  

 

Land Conservation Report: Stadnyk not present.  

 

CSM Review:  One lot map in the Town of Dewey for Anthony Nuehring. Meets requirements. Fitzl 

needs to review. Johnson recommends approval. Motion by Russell/Moore to approve contingent on 

Chapter 236 approval by Fitzl. Motion carried. 

 

CSM Review:  One lot map in the Town of Atlanta for Jonathan Nolan. Meets requirements. Fitzl needs 

to review. Johnson recommends approval. Motion by Gorsegner/Russell to approve contingent on 

approval of Fitzl. Motion carried. 

 

Public Hearing:  Chairman Willingham recessed the zoning meeting at 3:20 P.M. to open a public 

hearing for a request to allow a tourist rooming house in the Town of Thornapple for Justin & Lindsay 

Spitzer. Chairman Willingham closed the public hearing at 3:24 P.M. to reopen the zoning meeting.  

Reviewed the staff recommendations. Motion by Moore/Russell to approve the request as presented with 

the staff recommendations as the conditions.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

Discussion and Possible Action: Ordinance language review: 50-83 Major recreational equipment -

Johnson explained the ordinance regarding campers in Rusk County.  

 

Public Hearing:  Chairman Willingham recessed the zoning meeting at 3:40 P.M. to open a public 

hearing for a request to allow a tourist rooming house in the Town of Rusk for Timothy & Cindy 

Schmidt. Chairman Willingham closed the public hearing at 3:42 P.M. to reopen the zoning meeting.  

Reviewed the staff recommendations.  Motion by Moore/Russell to approve the request as presented with 

the staff recommendations as the conditions.  Motion carried. 

 

Potential training opportunity: Fitzl explained the opportunity for training being offered by Michigan 

Tech for a GIS Python Scripting course. The course is 7 weeks long and $895.00 per student. The training 

is online. Funds are available from grant money. Motion by Russell/Gorsegner to approve the request for 

Fitzl, Stadnyk, and Simmons to take the course. Motion carried. 

 

Budget: Johnson informed the committee zoning postage and travel budget lines will need increases. Will 

need to make a few changes. Johnson then explained the Zoning budget.  Item to be placed on the agenda 

in August. 

 

Public Hearing:  Chairman Willingham recessed the zoning meeting at 4:01 P.M. to open a public 

hearing for a request to allow an accessory structure on a parcel without a principal structure in the Town 

of Atlanta for Charles Wiatr. Chairman Willingham closed the public hearing at 4:07 P.M. to reopen the 

zoning meeting.  Reviewed the staff recommendations. Motion by Russell/Moore to approve the request 

as presented with the staff recommendations as the conditions. Motion carried. 

 

The next regular meeting will be August 13th, 2024 at 3:00 P.M. 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Willingham adjourned the meeting at 4:15 P.M. 

 

Colleen Schott,  Zoning Technician 


