
 

 

LAND INFORMATION / ZONING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

December 10, 2024 

 

Chairman Willingham called the meeting of the Rusk County Zoning/Land Information Committee to 

order at 3:00 P.M. in the Law Enforcement Center in the Rusk County Government Center.  

 

Members present: Brian Coggins, Kurt Gorsegner, John Moore, Mike Russell, and Dave Willingham  

Staff present: Verna Nielsen, Yvonne Johnson, Rachel Fischer, Nick Stadnyk, Ashley Heath, and John 

Fitzl via zoom 

Public: Sheldon Johnson 

 

Approve minutes: Coggins/Russell motion to approve the committee and public hearing minutes from 

the November 12th, 2024 meeting. Motion carried.  

 

No public comment. 

 

Payment Approval Reports: Moore/Gorsegner motion to approve payments. Motion carried.  

 

Land Information Report: Fitzl reported 4 new addresses issued and parcel mapping updates. A council 

meeting will be held to review and finalize the DOA data submission and Land Information grants. 

 

Register of Deeds Report: No report presented. 

 

Treasurer Report: Nielsen reported 77 parcels in rem, 20 more than last year. A total of 5 plat books 

were sold and a contract was signed to print new books in the next 2-3 years.  

 

Zoning Report: Johnson reported 356 land use permits in comparison to 362 in 2023 and sanitary 

permits at 106 in contrast to 121 last year. To date, 388 campers have been received. Citations for an 

unpermitted structure and violation of the town road setback went before the judge and the owner was 

found guilty on both. BOA appeal went to court and the judge ruled in favor of the Board. A variance 

request will come before the BOA on December 13th. Johnson noted 2 new dwellings in November. 

 

Land Conservation Report: Stadnyk reported work is being done to rewrite and update the 10-year 

Land & Water Conservation Management Plan. Projects are wrapping up for the year. Stadnyk announed 

the upcoming Poster and Speaking Contest competition date as January 8th. Staff have been visting 

schools to work with students on public speaking, writing speeches, and several conservation topics. 

 

CSM Review: No CSM available for review.  

 

Discussion and Possible Action:  

 

Certified survey review fees: Fitzl requested board approval of a $100 review fee for CSMs and maps of 

survey for the Land Information Division. A discussion was held regarding a resolution to add a fee. 

Russell/Moore motion to recommend the County Board approve a $100 fee for CSM and map of survey 

review under the Land Information Division. Motion carried. 

 

Public Hearing: Chairman Willingham recessed the zoning meeting at 3:21 P.M. to open a public 

hearing for a request to allow a tourist rooming house in the Town of Grow for John and Jo Ellen Weaver. 



 

 

Chairman Willingham closed the public hearing at 3:26 P.M. to reopen the zoning meeting. Reviewed the 

staff recommendations. Motion by Gorsegner/Coggins to approve the request as presented with the staff 

recommendations as the conditions. Motion carried. 

 

Carmody septic maintenance tracking contract renewal: Johnson provided the committee with a new 

contract for the Carmody system and explained the fee increase. Moore/Russell motion to approve 

Carmody contract as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Public Hearing: Chairman Willingham recessed the zoning meeting at 3:40 P.M. to open a public 

hearing for a request to allow a tourist rooming house in the Town of Big Bend for Sheps Northshore 

Resort LLC. Chairman Willingham closed the public hearing at 3:42 P.M. to reopen the zoning meeting. 

Reviewed the staff recommendations. Motion by Russell/Coggins to approve the request as presented 

with the staff recommendations as the conditions. Motion carried. 

 

Review citizen participation plan: S. Johnson gave presentation from Northwest Regional Planning 

Comission. Looking to have 5 community members involved in the planning process.  

 

Comprehensive plan resolutions: S. Johnson reviewed all policies and resoultions for the 

comprehensive plan grant request. A discussion was held. Moore/Russell motion to approve all 

resolutions as listed on the agenda and forward to the County Board for approval. Motion carried. 

 

The next regular meeting will be January 14th, 2025 at 3:00 P.M. 

 

Adjourn:  Chairman Willingham motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:11 P.M. Motion carried. 

 

Rachel Fischer, Admin. Asst./Outreach & Edu. Coord. 


