
Campground or Special Event Campground: 
What is a campground? 

Any parcel of land that is designed, maintained, intended or used for the purpose of providing sites for 

nonpermanent overnight use by 4 or more camping units or by one to 3 camping units if the parcel is represented 

as a campground, with or without charge. 
 

 

What is a special event campground? 

It is a single event such as a fair, rally, sports event, or festival involving the gathering of camping units for a maximum 

of 7 consecutive nights. 
 

Checklist for Campground Operators: 
 Have plans submitted to the Rusk County Department of Health and Human Services BEFORE construction or 

modification. Plans must include a campground map. 

 Each campsite should be clearly marked and numbered (not required at a special event campground). 

 All sites must be a minimum 800 sq. ft. 

 A camping unit may not be placed or attached onto a permanent foundation or permanent structure at the 

campsite, except to an approved disposal system or to an approved water supply system. 

 Campsites shall not exceed the following: 

• An individual campsite can have up to 6 campers or an individual family. 

• No more than 20 individual campsites per acre. 

 A water outlet which is under pressure and safe for human consumption shall be located within 400 feet of all 

campsites and not within 50 feet of any sanitary dump stations. 

 Water riser pipes shall extend 18 inches above the ground with the outlet directed downward.  Any threaded 

faucets shall have approved backflow prevention.  

 Sewage, which includes all liquid and water-carried wastes from sinks, bathing and toilet facilities, must be 

discharged into an approved POWTS or transfer tank. 

 A sanitary dump station is required for an unsewered campground that accommodates independent camping units, 

unless the operator submits a plan to the department and obtains a variance for an alternate method of handling 

wastewater.   Construction is regulated by Department of Commerce.   

 Separate toilet rooms shall be provided for each sex within 400 feet of all campsites. Vault toilets or approved 

outdoor toilets are permitted.  The number of toilets are as follows per Table ATCP 79.16  

 

Number of Dependent Campsites Toilets/Urinals 

For Women Toilets For Men Toilets (50% men toilets may be urinals) 

1 to 15 
16 to 30 
31 to 45 
46 to 60 

61 to 100 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

A minimum of 2 backup toilets shall be provided for campgrounds with only independent units. 

 Covered garbage and refused containers shall be provided within 400 feet of all campsites. 

 Campfires shall be contained in a ring a minimum of 5 feet away from camping units, buildings and motor vehicles. 

 A current campground map must be available for all campers. 


