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RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Y ® f September 30, 2025

/
N [ AGENDA 6:00 P.M.
14< LOCATION: RUSK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER LEC BOARD ROOM

MEETING WILL BE ACCESSIBLE BY VIDEO CONFERENCE
To link with your computer video and/or audio: Join the meetlng now

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR EVERYONE HARMED BY HATRED & POLITICAL VIOLENCE
INVOCATION — Deacon Craig Voldberg Our Lady Of Sorrows Catholic Church

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Jeremy Vincent

PUBLIC COMMENT - Limit to 3 minutes per petson with a maximum public comment of 30 minutes.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - August 26, 2025

PRESENTATION
1. Update on 2026 Budget
2. Kueny Architects Design Update — Highway Project
3. Venture Architects Design & Samuels Group Update — Jail Project
4. Description of Rusk Area Chamber of Commerce Projects and Activities

RESOLUTION

59-25 - Initial Resolution Authorizing not to Exceed $49,500,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes for Jail and
Highway Projects

60-25 - Authorizing Kueny Architects and Venture Architects with Samuels Group to Seek Bids for the Highway Facility
and Jail Projects

61-25 - Authorizing Extension of Interim Finance Director Services with Baker Tilly

62-25 - Appointing Rusk County Finance Director

63-25 - Proclaiming October 2025 as Fair Housing Month in Rusk County

64-25 - Approve Creation of Economic Development and Tourism Specialist

65-25 - Establishing Revised Fees for the Rusk County Treasurer’s Office

DISCUSSIONS AND POSSIBLE MOTION

1. Amendment to Corporation Counsel Services Contract

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next County Board Meeting Date — October 28, 2025

ADJOURN
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MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AUGUST 26, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
RUSK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER LEC BOARD ROOM

Rusk County, Wisconsin'
Sdiadied (Rukiash

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by Chairman Unterschuetz at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Quorum Present (15 Present, 4 Absent)

Present: Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Ron Freeman
Absent: Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent, and Mike Russell

Others Present: R. Summerfield, A. Heath, C. Meyer, J. Buchholz-Jones, L. Jennerman, J. Livingston, S. Christianson, E.
Kietzman, Sheriff Grassmann, J. Wilk, J. Wallencamp, Captain Olynick, Attorney Sorenson, J. Fisher, C. Beyers, K.
Berner, and R. Schmitt.

INVOCATION
Invocation led by Supervisor District #16 Lois Goode.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Pledge of Allegiance led by Supervisor District #13 Kurt Gorsegner

PUBLIC COMMENT - E. Kietzman, R. Schmitt, J. Wilk, and S. Christianson spoke about agenda items.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — July 22, 2025

Motion by Gorseguer, seconded by Meyer, to approve the July 22, 2025, minutes. Motion carried.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 15 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Ron Freeman
No: 0 Absent: 4 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent, Mike Russell

PRESENTATION

Kueny Architects Design Update — Highway Project

J. Wallencamp from Kueny gave an update on Architectural Legends/Standards, Wall Types/Typical Details,
Architectural Site Plan, Site Details, Floor Plans for Office, Repair/Fabrication, Washbay/Shop, Vehicle Parking,
Furniture Plan, Roof Plan, Building Sections, Wall Sections, Architectural Details, Technology Plans/Details, Framing
Plan, Structural Details and Finish Plans.

Venture Architects Design & Samuels Group Update — Jail Project

C. Beyers from Samuels Group/Venture Architects gave an update on housing population, receiving cells, with
alternates (Elevator, Skywalk & Special Needs Ante Dayroom Detention Doors) and the next steps. K. Berner explained
how borrowing works.

Baird Financial Update — Highway and Jail Borrowing
J. Fisher from Baird gave a presentation on the 20-year EV History (TTD-OUT) & Top 10 Fastest Growing Counties

(2025), Detailed Financing Illustration, General Obligation Borrowing Capacity (5% of Equalized Valuation) and
Hypothetical Tax Impact.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 56-25

Initial Resolution Authorizing not to Exceed $49,500,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes for Jail and Highway
Projects

Submitted by Rusk County Ad Hoc Construction Committee: S/ Phil Schneider, Terry Wedwick and John Moore
Motion by Wedwick, seconded by Moore, to approve the resolution, Initial Resolution Anthoriging not to Exceed §49,500,000 General
Obligation Promissory Notes for Jail and Highway Projects. Motion failed.

RESULT: Failed to Receive 3/4 of the Full Membership
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Yes: 10 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Phil Schneider, Kurt
Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode No: 5 Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Jim Meyer, Dave Willingham, Ron
Freeman Absent: 4 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent, Mike Russell

Resolution 57-25

Amend the 2025 Budget to Increase Expenditures for Replacing Blower Motors at the Forest Industrial Park Building 1
Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/ Jim Meyer, Terry Wedwick, Jeremy Vincent, and Phil Unterschuetz
Motion by Willingham, seconded by Schneider, to approve the resolution to Amend the 2025 Budget to Increase Expenditures for Replacing
Blower Motors at the Forest Industrial Park Building 1. Motion carried

RESULT: Passed With 2/3 of Full Membership

Yes: 13 Alec Hampton, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Phil
Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham No: 1 Jerry Biller Abstain: 1 Ron
Freeman Absent: 4 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent, Mike Russell

Mike Russell arrived at 7:10 p.m.

Resolution 58-25

Approve 2024 General Fund Capital Transfer

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/ Jim Meyer, Phil Unterschuetz, Terry Wedwick and Jeremy Vincent
Motion by Wedwick, seconded by Meyer, to approve the resolution to approve the 2024 General Fund Capital Transfer. Motion carried.
Chair Unterschuetz approved the correction (typo) to $1,702,992.19 in line 26 & 16, in line with the total in the chart.
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 16 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell,
Ron Freeman No: 0 Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION

Update on Litigation in the Matter of Estate of Michael Swada and Karen Swada vs. Rusk County

A. Health, Administrative Coordinator gave an update on Litigation in the Matter of Estate of Michael Swada and Karen
Swada vs. Rusk County

APPOINTMENT

Robert Nelson to Board of Adjustment for a 3 year-term

Motion by Gorsegner, seconded by Meyer, to approve the appointment of Robert Nelson to the Board of Adjustment Committee for a 3-year
term. Motion carvied.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 16 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell,
Ron Freeman No: 0 Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

Susan Mayer to fill vacant alternate seat on Board of Adjustment for a 2 year-term
Motion by Russell, seconded by Moore, to approve the appointment of Susan Mayer fo fill the alternate seat on the Board of Adjustment for a

2-year term. Motion carried.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 16 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell,
Ron Freeman No: 0 Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

Ad Hoc Construction Committee Member — Finance Committee
a) Jim Meyer
b) Phil Unterschuetz
c) Jeremy Vincent
Unterschuetz called for nominations for the Ad Hoc Construction Committee — Finance Committee.
Meyer nominated Unterschuetz (Unterschuetz denied nominations)
Cudo nominated Meyer (Meyer denied nominations)
Halbur nominated Vincent
Unterschuetz called for additional nominations three times.
Motion by Halbur, seconded by Russell, to close nominations and cast a unanimons ballot for Jeremy Vincent. Motion carried.
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present
Yes: 15 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Phil Unterschuetz, Phil
Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Ron Freeman No: 1
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Tom Cudo Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

Motion by Hampton, seconded by Meyer, to enter into closed session at 7:24 p.m. Al responded yes.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 16 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell,
Ron Freeman No: 0 Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

CLOSED SESSION - announced by Chair

Discussion of personnel investigation and possible disciplinary action of an appointed official pursuant to: Wis. Stat §
19.85(1)(f) for preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems which, if discussed in public, would be likely to
have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any person involved in such personnel problems; and, §
19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.

OPEN SESSION - at 8:25 p.m.

Motion by Schueider, seconded by Willingham, to give the Forest Administrator a 10-working-day suspension starting September 1, 2025,
without pay, and training recommended by the Forestry Committee, completed within 3 months. Motion carried.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 13 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Phil Unterschuetz, Phil
Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Ron Freeman No: 3 Tom Cudo, Jim Meyer,
Mike Russell Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

Motion by Wedwick, seconded by Meyer, to enter into closed session at 8:28 p.m. Motion carried.

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present

Yes: 15 Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil
Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Ron Freeman
No: 1 Mike Russell Absent: 3 Vacant District #6, Vacant District #10, Jeremy Vincent

CLOSED SESSION - announced by Chair

Discussion of personnel investigation and possible disciplinary action of an appointed official pursuant to: Wis. Stats.
19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of considering employment and performance information in regard to the county
administrative coordinator an employee over which the County Board has jurisdiction and exercises responsibility and to
consider under Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (b) possible dismissal, demotion or discipline if warranted. The Board may
reconvene in open session thereafter to take action on matters discussed in closed session.

OPEN SESSION - at 10:31 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Next County Board Meeting Date — September 30, 2025

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Hampton, seconded by Moore, to adjonrn at 10:33 p.m. Motion carried by Voice Vote.
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Statement of Explanation

Rusk C’aunfy

WISCONSIN

Resolution No. 59-25

RES. 59-25: Initial Resolution Authorizing Not to Exceed $49,500,000 General
Obligation Promissory Notes for Jail and Highway Projects

This resolution lets Rusk County set a limit of $49,500,000 for possible
borrowing under state law (Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes). This does not mean
the County is borrowing money right now. A third WHEREAS paragraph was added by
Quarles to the resolution first considered in August to clarify that further action is
required by the County Board to issue the Notes. This resolution shows that the
County could borrow up to this amount in the future if needed.

Setting this limit now tells builders and contractors that the County has the
money capacity to pay for the jail and highway projects. This makes them more
confident to bid, which helps the County get better prices and more choices.

Once the projects are bid out, the County Board will see the actual costs. At
that point, the Board will decide how much money really needs to be borrowed and
how it will be paid back. These details are set out in a Parameters Resolution which
authorizes the issuance of debt.

It is important to know that this resolution in front of you tonight does not give
permission to issue debt today. A separate vote of the County Board will be required
before any borrowing happens as is spelled out in the third WHEREAS clause of this
resolution.

Passing this resolution helps the County get the best bids possible for these
projects and keeps the final decision about borrowing in the hands of the County
Board at a later meeting date.

Resolution No. 59-25 | 1 2025



RESOLUTION #

INITIAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NOT TO EXCEED $49,500,000
GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES FOR JAIL AND
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ROLL CALL AYE | NAY | Abstain/
Board Members (Yes) | (No) [ Excused
1. ALEC HAMPTON

2. JERRY BILLER

3. KATHY HALBUR

4. JOHN MOORE

5. TERRY WEDWICK
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9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ
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Reviewed by:
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FISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there is any fiscal impact
or not)
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Certification:

I, Connie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify
that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution
that was adopted on the day of

2025 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors.

Connie Meyer
County Clerk, Rusk County

HIGHWAY PROJECTS

TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

WHEREAS, Rusk County, Wisconsin (the “County”) is in need of an amount
not to exceed $49,500,000 for public purposes, including paying the cost of jail
and highway projects; and,

WHEREAS, it is desirable to authorize the issuance of general obligation
promissory notes (the “Notes™) for such purpose pursuant to Chapter 67 of the
Wisconsin Statutes; and,

WHEREAS, the sale of the Notes, including the dating, interest rates, maturity
schedule and other details with respect to the Notes, shall be subject to approval
by subsequent resolution of the County Board of Supervisors.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Rusk County Board of
Supervisors that the County borrow an amount not to exceed $49,500,000 by
issuing its Notes for public purposes, including paying the cost of jail and
highway projects.

Adopted, approved and recorded September 30, 2025.

Philip Unterschuetz

Chairperson
ATTEST:
Connie Meyer
County Clerk

(SEAL)
SUBMITTED BY:
Rusk County Ad Hoc Construction Committee
John Moore, Chair P

/ C %‘Jil Schneider
)~

Terry Wedwick, Vice Chair

7/

Jerry Biller

Jeremy Vincent



























RESOLUTION #

< & I,
- 5 £ ESTABLISHING REVISED FEES FOR THE RUSK COUNTY TREASURER’S
- OFFICE
RUSK COUNTY TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ROLL CALL AYE | NAY | Abstain/
?.OZTEI\SC;X;;TON () | Mo) [ Brewsed | |1 WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statutes § 19.35(3) authorizes fees for public records to

2. JERRY BILLER

3. KATHY HALBUR

4. JOHN MOORE

5. TERRY WEDWICK

6. VACANT

7. SUZANNE VOHS

8. TOM CUDO

9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ

10. VACANT

11. PHIL SCHNEIDER

12. JIM MEYER

13. KURT GORSEGNER

14. JEREMY VINCENT

15. TOM HANSON

16. LOIS GOODE

17. DAVE WILLINGHAM

18. MIKE RUSSELL

19. RON FREEMAN

TOTAL
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Reviewed by:
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FISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there is any fiscal impact
or not)

Certification:

1, Connie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify
that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution
that was adopted on the day of

2025 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors.

Connie Meyer
County Clerk, Rusk County
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reflect the actual, necessary, and direct costs of reproduction, transcription, or
staff time; and,

WHEREAS, the current fee schedule for tax rolls, delinquent tax lists,
customized reports, and research services has not been updated for more than a
decade, resulting in fees that no longer reflect the cost of providing such services;
and,

WHEREAS, it is in the County’s best interest to revise the fee schedule to
ensure that charges are consistent with statutory requirements and reasonably
offset the costs of reproduction and staff time;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of
Supervisors does hereby adopt the following fee schedule for the County
Treasurer’s Office, effective January 1, 2026, unless it is provided otherwise
under Wisconsin public records law:

e Full Tax Roll: $100 (digital copy); $300 (paper copy)
o Current fee: $50

e Per Municipality Tax Roll: $25 (digital copy); $75 (paper copy)
o Current fee: $10 (paper copy); $0.25 per page

e Delinquent Tax List: $60 (digital copy); $65 (paper copy)
o Current fee: $50

e Customized Reports: $20 for up to 100 parcels, plus $0.50 per
additional parcel

o Current fee: $0.25 per page

e Research Fee: Actual staff cost for staff time, consistent with Wisconsin
public records law

o Current fee: $5 minimum for employee time up to $20 per hour
if the fee is more than $50

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these fees shall be reviewed by the
County Treasurer and Finance Committee every even year in July.

SUBMITTED BY:

Rusk County Finance Committee

Jim Meyer, Chairman Phil Unterschuetz

Jeremy Vincent, Vice Chairman Terry Wedwick

VACANT



