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HOW TO OBTAIN A CAMPGROUND PERMIT 
 

This information sheet was developed to provide basic information on how to obtain a campground permit for 
individuals interested in starting a campground business. The rules and regulations for permitting, construction, 
maintenance and operation of a campground can be found in the Wisconsin Administrative Code DHS 178 
Campgrounds and can be accessed at http://docs.legis.wi.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/178/Title. 
 
What Counts as a Campground Establishment? 
“Campground” means a parcel or tract of land owned by a person, state or local government that is designed, 
maintained, intended, or used for the purpose of providing campsites offered with or without charge, for 
temporary overnight sleeping accomodations. A permit is required if one of the following applies:  

· A person offers or intends to offer three or fewer campsites and advertises or otherwise presents to the 
public an offer of the campground or specific campsites or 

· A person offers or intends to offer four or more campsites, regardless whether the person advertises or 
otherwise presents to the public an offer of the campground or specific campsites 
 

When is a Campground Permit to Operate Required? 
No campground  may be operated until the owner or operator of the campground has obtained a permit from the 
Department of Health Services (DHS) or the local health department by submitting a permit application and 
paying the applicable permit fees. There are no exemptions to the permitting requirement for “private,” “family 
owned,” or “not-for-profit” campgrounds. 
 
Whom Should I Contact to Obtain a Permit for a New Campground? 
If you intend to operate a new campground, contact DHS or your local health department to begin the process of 
obtaining a new permit to operate. If you are unsure of how to contact your health inspector, please call the 
Food Safety and Recreational Licensing (FSRL) Program at 608-266-2835. All necessary campground codes, 
applications and other forms can be found at the FSRL Program website at 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/fsrl/pubs/index.htm . 
  
Whom Shall I Contact When I’m Expanding a Portion of an Existing Campground? 
Contact the department or its agent before modifying or increasing the number or type of any campground 
attribute that was subject to a previous plan review. An increase in the size of your campground  may change 
your permit category,  which could increase your permit fee. 
 
What is The Process for Campground Plan Approval? 
Campground plan approval is required prior to beginning the construction phase for a new campground or 
before modifying or increasing the number or type of any campground attribute that was subject to a previous 
plan review. A campground plan approval application is required to be completed by the operator and submitted 
with a map of the new or expanded campground to the department or its agent. The map is not required to be 
created by an architect or engineer. The map can be drawn to scale or hand drawn to indicate minimum 
separation distances between campsites, toilets, water supply outlets, private on-site waste treatment systems 
(POWTS), sanitary dump stations, pools and garbage collection locations. In addition the specific type, number 
and location for every campsite shall be designated on the map. There is no additional fee charged for a 
campground plan approval, unless an agent health department has adopted plan approval fees by local 
ordinance. Within 30 days or receiving a completed application, your campground plan approval application 
will be approved or denied. If the department or its agent denies your campground plan, you will be given the 
reasons in writing for the denial, and also be given the opportunity to correct any deficiencies and resubmit your 
application. Once the plan approval application has been approved, you may begin the campground construction 
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phase. No change in plans or specifications may be made to the approved campground plan unless the change is 
approved and dated by the department or its agent. Once the construction phase is completed, contact your 
health inspector to arrange for a preinspection to verify that the new or expaned campground was completed 
according to the approved plan. All applicable fees must be paid and a preinspection must be completed  prior 
to opening for business.  
 
Are There Other Rules and Regulations that Apply to Campgrounds? 
Yes. Other agencies you should contact include but are not limited to the following: 

· Local Building Inspectors—construction permits for camping cabins and other structures 
· Local and County Zoning Departments—for land use permits, septic systems, well permits 
· The Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS)—plans for buildings and water systems 
· The Department of Natural Resources (DNR)—for shoreland, wetland, and floodplain concerns 

 
You may be requested to provide supporting documents from these agencies along with your campground plan 
approval application. Documents can include but are not limited to conditional letters of approval for buildings, 
wastewater treatment systems and water distribution systems, construction inspection reports and approved 
variances.  
 
For More Information 
 
For general questions about the information in this document, contact the Wisconsin Division of Public Health, 
Food Safety and Recreational Licensing (FSRL) Section at 608-266-2835 or visit our website at: 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/fsrl/index.htm. The FSRL website contains a map showing the counties 
inspected by DHS and the counties inspected by a local health department. The map also contains a link with 
agency contact information 
 
For questions concerning buildings, plumbing, and septic systems, contact your local DSPS consultant or visit 
the DSPS website at : http://dsps.wi.gov/programs/industry-services 
 
For questions concerning wells, water testing, shoreland, wetland, or floodplain regulations, contact your 
local DNR office or visit the DNR website at: http://dnr.wi.gov/ . 

 
 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
Division of Public Health 
Food Safety and Recreational Licensing 
1 West Wilson St, Room 150 
P.O Box 2659 
Madison, WI 53701 
Phone number: 608-266-2835 
Fax Number: 608-267-3241 
DHSwebmailDPH@wisconsin.gov 
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