
 
MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

NOVEMBER 10TH, 2020 

9:00 A.M. 

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Willingham at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Roll Call.  Present – 21. Excused – 0.  Present: DuSell, Biller, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, 

Dobrowolski, Hanson, Unterschuetz, Hraban, Brown, Knoll, Rands, Willingham.  Corporation Counsel, Rich Summerfield.  

 

In place of invocation Chair Willingham asked board to keep long-time county employee Steve Snyder in their thoughts and observe a moment of silence in remembrance 

and memory of Deputy Dan Glaze. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Michael Hraban, District 18 Supervisor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Hraban, second by McBain to approve minutes of September 29, 2020. Motion carried by aye vote.   

 

RESOLUTION #20-22 OUTSTANDING CHECKS 
 

WHEREAS, Rusk County has issued checks that have not been cashed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the checks have been dormant since 2019 or prior (2015 and prior for Clerk of Circuit Court checks), and 

 

WHEREAS, the payee has made no request for a replacement check, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors cancels the following checks: 

 

GENERAL CHECKS – CITIZENS COMMUNITY FEDERAL BANK, LADYSMITH, WI 

Check # Date  Name     Amount  

233096 2/28/2018 Betley, Ryan Shane       21.53  

233109 2/28/2018 Holman, Evan James       10.71  

233418 5/2/2018  Campbell Daniel Merie       11.02  

233428 5/2/2018  Jenness, Justine Ann       13.16  

233435 5/2/2018  Mcbain, Lou Ann           11.02   

233702 6/21/2018 Miiller, Eric        16.40  

233994 8/22/2018 Bertram, Michele           41.10  

234033 8/29/2018 Mercer, Angela          25.00  

234069 9/5/2018  Dean, Emily            12.00  

234070 9/5/2018  Dean, Logan               4.50  

234074 9/5/2018  Evjen, Alisha               9.50  

234100 9/5/2018  Isham, Marcus               3.00  

234101 9/5/2018  Isham, Shannon            18.50  

234241 9/19/2018 Class A                75.00  

234344 10/3/2018 Mabie, Jennifer                 7.00  

234506 10/24/2018 Pocius, Cassidy Ione        29.89  

234635 11/20/2018 Hulback, Ryan              66.40  

234639 11/20/2018 Konichek, Kirk             46.20  

234726 12/12/2018 Kutschera, Steve                8.48  

235028 2/20/2019 Mickelson, Sara           25.00  

235516 4/24/2019 Zimmer, Jodi            17.60  

235553 5/1/2019  Negovan, Karen A       12.55  

235559 5/1/2019  Woodmansee, Hannah Madeline  14.08  

235719 6/5/2019  Silva, Steven Perry    11.02  

235792 6/19/2019 Kopp, Robin      11.41  

235801 6/19/2019 Hanson, Jenette         47.10  

235900 7/2/2019  Lynch, Philip Samuel                15.41  

235910 7/2/2019  Schultz, Jordan Jay Baker      10.77  

235958 7/10/2019 Widiker, Eugene            5.00  

236059 8/1/2019  Sweeney, Jacob    73.75  

236063 8/7/2019  Balcerzak, Casey        15.20  

236069 8/7/2019  Klose, Andrew      6.82  

236273 8/28/2019 Burmeister, Briley         4.50  

236278 8/28/2019 Dean, Emily      5.00  

236313 8/28/2019 Holman, Katie      2.00  

236318 8/28/2019 Isham, Marcus            4.50  

236320 8/28/2019 Jacobs, Lacy    11.75  

236373 8/28/2019 Staton, Audreeauna     6.00  

236387 8/28/2019 Van Doorn, Ryan            4.50  

236491 9/18/2019 Makinia, Packer        16.40  

236629 10/9/2019 Landon, Karen M         10.51  

236759 11/6/2019 Mielke, Konnie       52.24  

236936 12/11/2019 Girl Scouts of the Northwester  87.00  

237348 3/5/2020  Czerwinski, Bernard    93.31  

    

DISTRICT ATTORNEY–SECURITY FINANCIAL BANK, DURAND, WI 

Check # Date  Name     Amount  

12125 3/29/2019 R & S Williams Properties     88.41  

12132 4/4/2019  Northwoods Convenience     59.75  

12508 9/27/2019 Northwoods Convenience      25.00  

12510 9/27/2019 Northwoods Convenience   33.16  

12540 12/6/2019 Johnson, Mitchell               150.00  

 

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT–SECURITY FINANCIAL BANK, LADYSMITH, WI 

Check #  Date  Name     Amount  

15PC005407 6/4/2015  Johnson, Lisa K          9.00  

15PC005663 4/5/2015  Dobberstein Law Firm LLC   5.00  

15PC005703 6/2/2015  Peterson, Brandon K      10.00  

 

 (These checks can be replaced after canceling upon request by the payee.) 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/Tatur, Hraban, Hauser, Willingham, Hanson. 

 

Kitzie Witers, Finance Director, gave brief explanation of resolution and explained that notice needs to be published before January 10th of odd numbered years. Motion 

by Hraban, second by Unterschuetz to adopt resolution. Discussion on checks. Motion carried. Resolution adopted by aye vote. 
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RESOLUTION #20-23 SUPPORT FOR CHANGES TO THE WILDLIFE DAMAGE ABATEMENT PROGRAM 
  

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program provides services to help prevent or lessen wildlife damage to property and provides payments for 

damage that has already occurred, and 

 

WHEREAS, damage payments that are provided are often much less than the actual damage assessment, and 

 

WHEREAS, Rusk County is one of the most severely impacted counties under the wildlife damage program, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Rusk County fully supports changes to the Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program to fairly compensate 

landowners for crop and property damage, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors urges the US Department of Agriculture and WI Department of Natural Resources to remove 

caps on wildlife damage payments, re-zone portions of northern Wisconsin to more accurately reflect areas of increased wildlife damage, increase the use of trap 

monitors, and include bears under Act 82 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Land Conservation Committee: S/Stout, Schmitt, McBain, Meyer, Knoll. 

 

Motion by Schmitt, second by Stout to adopt resolution. DuSell gave brief explanation of resolution. Motion carried. Resolution adopted by aye vote. 

 

READING OF THE 2020 BUDGET – 9:15 A.M. 

 

Finance Chair Tatur read the Rusk County 2021 Budget Proposal Summary at 9:15 a.m. 

 

RUSK COUNTY 2021 BUDGET PROPOSAL SUMMARY 

Budget Used for comparison purposes 

Proposed 

For 

Number Budget Category 2021 

EXPENSES (Net of Applicable 
Revenue)     

  GENERAL GOVERNMENT:   

101 Circuit Court (net) 173,610  

102 Drug Court (net) 4,313  

103 Family Court Commissioner (net)   

104 Teen Court (net)   

105 Medical Examiner (net) 80,289  

106 Indigent/Guardian Ad Litem (net) 26,500  

107 County Board (net) 79,260  

108 Board of Adjustment (net) 1,010  

110 District Attorney (net) 196,785  

111 Crime Victim Witness Coord. (net) 25,439  

112 Corporation Counsel (net) 80,750  

113 Family Counseling Fund (net) 0  

114 County Clerk/Elections (net) 218,602  

116 Finance/Payroll/Insurance Adm./Audit (net) 344,513  

117 Property and Liability Insurance (net) 101,810  

118 Cost Allocations Reimbursed (net) (155,204) 

119 County Treasurer (net) 192,229  

121 Plat Books Fund (net) 0  

122 County Car Operations Internal Service Fund (net) 0  

123 Central Services Internal Service Fund (net) 0  

126 General Buildings & Plant (net) 532,592  

127 Other County Property (net) 22,375  

128 Tax Deed Property Management (net) (9,900) 

129 Register of Deeds (net) 47,861  

130 LCDD-Land Information Division (net) 123,426  

132 LCDD-Land Information Public Access (net) 0  

133 Gustafson Road Building 0  

134 Transfers from RCMH Building 0  

140 Legal Fees/Labor Negot/Human Res/Sec 125 (net) 132,953  

142 IT Department (net) 307,248  

144 Insurance Deductible Funding (net) 0  

  TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT (net of revenue) 2,526,461  

  PUBLIC SAFETY:   

210 Sheriff Patrol/Administration (net) 2,001,463  

211 Jail Operations (net) 1,607,193  

212 Water Patrol Program (net) 0  

213 Snowmobile Patrol Program (net) 4,866  

214 Sheriff K-9 (net) 0  

215 Tactical Team (net) 32,032  

216 Conservation Officer (net) 0  
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217 Click or Ticket/Booze and Belts (net)   

219 Dan Glaze Memorial 0  

220 E.D.G.E (net) 0  

221 B.R.D.E.U. (net) 5,000  

222 Speed Enforcement (net) 0  

223 WI DOT/TRACS/OWI (net)   

225 Victim Service Specialist (net) 4,689  

228 BRDEU Meth Grant (net) 0  

229 Wireless 911 (net) 25,930  

233 ATV Grant (net) 2,793  

236 Shop with a Cop (net) 0  

237 Project Lifesaver (net) 0  

239 Unfunded Equipment Grant (net)   

240 Jail - Building Maintenance (net) 13,747  

241 Jail Assessment Fund (net) 0  

250 Ambulance Operations (net) 715,718  

252 Ambulance Equipment Grant (net) 0  

253 Local Emergency Planning Grant (net) 0  

254 LEPC Equipment Grant (net) 1,000  

255 Emergency Government (net) 40,987  

280 Dog Tax Trust Fund (net) 0  

281 Animal Control (net) 48,610  

284 Animal Control-Spay/Neuter Fund (net) 0  

285 Animal Control-Gift Fund (net) 0  

286 Animal Control-Endowment Fund (net)   

  TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY (net of revenue) 4,504,028  

  PUBLIC WORKS:   

310 Highway Administration (net) 86,596  

311 Highway Maintenance (net) 735,762  

312 Highway Construction (net) 0  

313 Bridge Construction & Aid (net) 481,554  

314a Bituminous Operations (net) 0  

314b Gravel Pits (net) 0  

314c Equipment Fund (net) 0  

315 State Maintenance (net) 0  

316 Local Districts (net) 0  

317 Local Departments (net) 0  

318 Public Charges (net) 0  

350 Airport Operations (net) 43,168  

351 Airport Expansion (net) 7,500  

352A Rusk Co. Transit Commission Service (net) 18,500  

352D RCTC New Freedom Grant (net) 0  

353 RCTC Drivers Escort Service (net) 15,978  

354 Recycling Grant (net) 9,237  

  TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS (net of revenue) 1,398,295  

  HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES:   

410 Senior Services-Senior Citizen Center (net) 12,390  

412 Senior Services-Source Newsletter (net) 0  

413 Senior Services-Service Management (net) 107,928  

415 Senior Services-Congregate Meals (net) 12,392  

417 Senior Services-Home Delivered Meals (net) 23,919  

418 Senior Services-Vehicle/Equip. Trust (net) 0  

422 Senior Services-Elder Abuse Grant (net) 0  

423 Senior Services-Family Caregiver Grant (net) 0  

424 Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (net) 0  

425 HHS Jail Meals 15,011  

440 Public Health (net) 189,029  

445 Public Health-WIC Grant (net) 0  

446 Public Health-Reproductive Health Grant (net) 0  

450 Public Health-Prenatal Care Grant (net) 0  
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451 Public Health-Core Services-Prev. Grant (net) 0  

452 Public Health-Immunization Action Grant (net) 0  

453 Public Health-Birth to Three (net) 0  

458 Public Health-MCH (net) 0  

459 Public Health-Preparedness (net) 0  

461 Human Services-Child Care (net) 0  

462 Human Services-Economic Support (net) 100,401  

463 Human Services-Services (net) 60,867  

464 Human Services-Wis. Works (W2) (net) 0  

466 Human Services-Community Intervention (net) 0  

467 Human Services-LIHEAP-Low Inc Energy (net) 0  

468 Human Services-Temporary Assistance (net) 0  

469 Human Services-Intoxicated Drivers Surchg. (net) 0  

470 Human Services-Foster Care & Domestic Abuse (net) 0  

471 Human Services-Youth Aids (net) 0  

472 Human Services-MA Pers Care/EDS Case Mgmt (net) 0  

474 Human Services-Children & Families (net) 61,267  

475 Human Services-Adult & Disability Resourc Ctr (net) 60,141  

476 Human Services-MA Enhanced Dollars (net) 0  

477 Brighter Futures Grant (net) 0  

480 Veterans Service Office (net) 83,355  

482 Veteran's Service Commission (net) 500  

490 Child Support Agency (net) 45,611  

492 CST 0  

  TOTAL HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES (net of rev.) 772,811  

  CULTURE, RECREATION & EDUCATION (net of rev.)   

510 Library Services (net) 336,270  

511 Fairgrounds Upkeep (net) 28,200  

512 Youth/Senior Community Center operations (net) 14,805  

513 Junior Fair (net) 0  

514 Trails End Youth Camp (net) 6,350  

515 UW Extension Office (net) 52,435  

516 UW Extension Meeting Fund (net)   

517 Food Wise (net) 500  

518 RRYP 19,595  

  

TOTAL CULTURE, RECREATION & EDUCATION (net of 

rev.) 458,155  

  CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT   

610 County Forest Operations (net) (13,837) 

611 State Aid Forestry Loan (net) 0  

612 County Forest Road Aid Grant (net) 0  

613 Land Acquisition Fund (net) 0  

614 County Conservation Aids (net) 2,477  

615 Snowmobile Trails Maintenance (net) 1,122  

616 Development of Habitat (net) 0  

617 ATV Trail Grant (net) 500  

618 Forestry Gravel Crushing (net) 0  

620 County Parks & Recreation (net) 117,307  

621 County Owned Dam Repairs (net) 3,623  

623 Park Development (net) 0  

624 Boat Landing Repairs (net) 0  

641 LCDD-Wildlife Damage Program (net) 0  

643 LCDD-Tree Program (net) 0  

650 LCDD-LWRM Cost Share Program 0  

651 LCDD-Land Conservation Division (net) 0  

659 Powerline (net) (43,563) 

660 Trail & Park Development Fund 0  

662 Economic Development - County (net) 0  

663 County Industrial Development Agency (net)   

665 Bruce/Co USDA Revolving Loan Fund (net) 0  

666 Visitor Center (net) 0  
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669 Joint Management Project - Enterprise Center (net) 0  

672 Joint Management Project - Fritz (net) 0  

673 Gates Avenue Building (net) 0  

674 Weyerhaeuser Building (net) 0  

676 Miner Avenue Building (net) 0  

678 Fine Arts Center Building (net)   

679 Rail Industrial Park (net) 0  

680 Forest Indust Park Building I Doughty Rd (net) 0  

681 Forest Indust Park Building II Jez Rd (net) 0  

682 ADF Building (net) 0  

683 County M Relocation (net)   

685 Mining Reuse Fund (net) 0  

690 LCDD-Zoning Division (net) 54,885  

696 Housing Grant - Revolving Loan #1-#2-#3 (net) 0  

697 CDBG-Home Grant (net) 0  

  TOTAL CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT (net of rev) 122,514  

  CAPITAL OUTLAY:   

713 Office Equipment - Courthouse Fund 0  

714 Squad Leases 0  

715 Capital Projects 0  

716 Capital Projects Fund 0  

  TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY (net of revenue) 0  

  DEBT SERVICE:   

125 Debt Service Fund (net) 1,637,040  

  TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 1,637,040  

  CONTINGENCY: (to be transferred to depts)   

719 Emergencies/Wage Adjustments/Shortages 200,000  

  TOTAL CONTINGENCY 200,000  

  TOTAL EXPENSES AFTER REIMBURSEMENTS (net) 11,619,304  

OTHER GENERAL COUNTY 
REVENUES:     

120 Other Tax Collections (net) (1,693,380) 

124 Sales Tax Fund Applied (925,000) 

-- General Fund Applied-From Prior Years  (96,329) 

120 Exempt Computer Aid   

  TOTAL OTHER GENERAL COUNTY REVENUES (2,714,709) 

  LEVY TO BE COLLECTED IN 2021 8,904,595  
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2021 BUDGET 

 

Public Hearing on the budget opened at 9:32 a.m. 

 

Sheriff Wallace requested the County Board reconsider and place squad cars back in the budget to keep the 4-year rotation on track. 

 

Public Hearing closed at 9:35 a.m. 

 

RESOLUTION #20-24 ADOPT 2021 BUDGET AND 2020 PROPERTY TAX LEVY TO BE COLLECTED IN 2021 

  

WHEREAS, department administrators and overseeing committees, elected officials, and the Finance Committee have met and determined the 2021 budget and 2020 tax 

levy to be collected in 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held for interested citizens and taxpayers to voice their opinions on the proposed budget and levy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed budget has been published in the Ladysmith News and copies have been made available to the public. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors adopts the 2021 proposed budget and establishes the 2020 levy on the taxpayers of 

Rusk County of $8,904,595 to be collected in 2021; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors has established this levy within the guidelines and mandates issued by the State of Wisconsin, 

Department Revenue for 1993 and years thereafter. 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/Tatur, Hraban, Hauser, Willingham, Hanson. 

 

Motion by Hraban, second by Tatur to approve resolution. Question on rent from nursing home. Winters explained that the funds are going into a restricted fund to 

support upkeep of that building once Marshfield Clinic builds a new building. Motion by Schmitt, second by Stout to amend the budget by adding the purchase of four 

squad cars in the amount of $135,000 to $150,000 out of the Capital Projects Fund, pg 716. Discussion on squad cars, process for balancing budget. Discussion on adding 

the amount to borrowing, not changing the county levy. Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 0. Youth members voting no – 2. Voting no: Knoll, Rands. Voting yes 

– 2. Voting no – 17. Voting yes: Pedersen, Schmitt. Voting no: DuSell, Biller, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Schneider, Meyer, Dobrowolski, 

Hanson, Unterschuetz, Hraban, Brown. Amendment failed by roll call vote. Discussion on budget amount that goes to Embrace. Motion by Unterschuetz, second by 

Miller to go into Closed Session to discuss Embrace funding. Rich Summerfield, Corporation Counsel, reviewed statute. Summerfield informed Willingham that the 

board cannot convene in closed session. Willingham announced that the board will not be going into closed session and ruled motion out of order. Roll call vote. Youth 

members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting no: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 19. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: DuSell, Biller, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, 

Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Unterschuetz, Hraban, Brown. Resolution adopted by roll call vote. 

Resolution adopted by roll call vote. 

DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE MOTION 
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Rusk County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan (2021-2035): Explanation of plan by Jeremy Koslowski, Forestry Administrator. Kowslowski explained it was a 17-

month process to put together the required 15-year plan and gave a summary of the plan. Lieffring stated that the Forestry Administrator has gone above and beyond his 

duties to get this plan done and presented today. Motion by DuSell, second by Tatur to approve the Rusk County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan (2021-2035). 

Discussion on motorized vehicle use, Koslowski explained that there are no changes on restrictions since the last plan. Motion carried. Plan approved by aye vote. 

Koslowski thanked committee for all the work done in the last year and a half. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

ADRC Advisory Committee: Willingham read note from Kathy Walthers on background of Sheffield and committee approval of appointment. Motion by Schmitt, second 

by Unterschuetz to appoint Michelle Sheffield. Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Andy Albarado, Administrative Coordinator, updated board on COVID-19 situation in Rusk County – increased numbers in the last month and last week. Public Health 

has hired a Disease Investigator and three contact tracers. More positive employee tests, more employees quarantined and it is affecting the county workforce. Going to 

reinforce the “Skip the trip, call ahead” in the coming weeks to encourage the public to do business by phone or online as much as possible. Discussion on critical 

infrastructure employees and the ability to have nonpositive quarantined individuals work.  

 

Tatur announced the Library Board is one member short, looking for a School Superintendent or designee. Please contact Randy if you know anyone that would be 

interested.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Lieffring, second by McBain to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m. 

 

Next meeting December 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Loren Beebe, Rusk County Clerk 

Danielle Zimmer, Chief Deputy Clerk 


