
 

 

 

MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

JUNE 23, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

Meeting called to order by Chair Willingham at 7:02 p.m. 

 

 

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS 

  

Introduction of Youth Board Members Abbigail Knoll and Sarah Rands. Oath administered to Knoll and Rands by Loren Beebe, Rusk County Clerk. 

 

 

DISTRICT 16 SUPERVISOR 

 

Joshua Unterschuetz introduced by Chair Willingham. Oath administered to Untershcuetz in as District 16 County Board Supervisor by Clerk Beebe. 

 

Roll Call.  Present – 18 Excused – 3.  Present: DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Hraban, 

Knoll, Rands, Willingham.  Corporation Counsel, Rich Summerfield. Excused: Biller, Hauser, Miller. 

 

 

Moment of silence in memory of board supervisor Robert Rosolowski and his wife Bonnie followed by invocation by David Willingham of Island Lake Church of Christ. 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Willingham. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion by Hraban, second by DuSell to approve minutes of May 26, 2020. Motion carried by aye vote.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

The following individuals spoke in support of the resolution regarding an advisory referendum: Joe Baye, Erin Webster, Chryssa Ostenso, Tony Ziesler, Colleen Peters. 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION 

 

Status of 2020 County Fair: Judy Srp gave update on behalf of the Junior Fair Board and explained the changes that have taken place the 2020 fair to offer the opportunity 

to the exhibitors yet make it a safe event. Ron Freeman commented that they are still planning on doing the Truck & Tractor Pull on July 17th and the Mud Bog during 

Leaf it to Rusk this fall at this time.  

 

Update on COVID-19: Andy Albarado, Administrative Coordinator, gave an update on county operations; opening of doors, plexiglass added to offices. County offices 

are still encouraged to work on an appointment only basis and do as much as possible over the phone and online.    

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-16 ORDINANCE TO REZONE A PARCEL FROM COMMERCIAL TO AGRICULTURE IN THE TOWN OF GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, Monte and Carrie Abbiehl have presented a petition to rezone lots 7, 8, and 9 of CSM 736 in the NE ¼ - SE ¼, Section 16, T34N, R6W; and 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Rusk County Zoning Committee and the committee having acted, subsequent thereto, in considering the request; and 

 

WHEREAS, the committee recommends the amendment in application of the Rusk county Zoning Ordinance to subject real estate upon petition submitted by the Town 

of Grant 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors does hereby ordain that said parcel of real estate be rezoned from Commercial to 

Agriculture 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Zoning Committee: S/Willingham, Schmitt, McBain, Schneider, Meyer. 

 

Motion by Schmitt, second by McBain to approve resolution. Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, explained resolution and that the Town of Grant and committee are 

in support of this resolution. Roll call vote. Voting yes – 16. No – 0. Voting yes: Dobrowolski, Hanson, Unterschuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Tatur, 

Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Willingham. Youth Members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Youth members voting yes: Knoll, 

Rands. Resolution adopted by roll call vote.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-17 TO CONDUCT COUNTYWIDE ADVISORY REFERENDUM ON CREATION OF NONPARTISAN PROCEDURE FOR THE 

            PREPARATION OF LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING PLANS AND MAPS 

 

WHEREAS, the Rusk County Board of Supervisors on September 19, 2017 passed a resolution (17-25) calling for nonpartisan legislative and congressional redistricting 

maps; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IV, Section 3 of the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Legislature is directed to redistrict state legislative districts “according to the 

number of inhabitants” at its next session following the decennial federal census. The legislature also reapportions congressional districts at the same interval pursuant to 

federal law; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are numerous indicators that the citizens of Wisconsin are concerned about the practice of redistricting by whichever party holds the majority, because 

it may stifle political participation and competition, discourage collaboration and compromise, and lack the fairness necessary to our democratic process, by undermining 

the principle of one-person-one vote.  

 

WHEREAS, the current procedure allows the legislature of the majority party to prepare redistricting plans and maps that may result in unfair partisan plans and maps, 

allowing the legislature to choose its voters rather than the voters choosing their representatives, which is commonly called gerrymandering.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors, in legal session assembled, does hereby approve that the following question be 

placed on the November 3, 2020 ballot as an advisory referendum question:  

 

Question: Should the Wisconsin legislature create a nonpartisan procedure for the preparation of legislative and congressional district plans and maps?  

YES _____ NO _____  

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Corporation Counsel prepare a Notice of Referendum to be published by the Rusk County Clerk in accordance with 

statutory requirements;  

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution and the referendum shall be filed with the Rusk County Clerk no later than 70 days prior to the November 3, 

2020 election at which the question will appear on the ballot.  
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is directed to send results of the referendum to the Governor of the State of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin 

Counties Association, the Wisconsin Towns Association, the Wisconsin League of Municipalities, all members of the State Legislature, and to each Wisconsin County 

Board. 

 

Submitted by County Board Chair: S/Willingham. 

 

Motion by Rathsack, second by Schneider to adopt resolution. Discussion on information presented, maps and cost of a referendum. Roll call vote. Voting yes – 14. 

Voting no – 2. Voting yes: Hanson, Hraban, DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Willingham. Voting no: 

Unterschuetz, Dobrowolski. Youth members voting yes – 0. Youth members voting no – 2. Voting no: Knoll, Rands. Resolution adopted by roll call vote.  

 

 

REPORTS 

 

Circuit Court: Lori Gorsegner, Rusk County Clerk of Court, gave power-point presentation on Circuit Court staffing. Steven Anderson, Rusk County Circuit Court Judge, 

gave update on COVID-19 procedures in the court system. Gorsegner explained in detail the safety measures and procedures taken for the Jury Trial held June 8-12 and 

thanked Maintenance, IT, Emergency Government and the Health Department for all the help in preparation for the trial. Anderson explained that many hearings will 

continue to be held virtually. Gorsegner explained the installation of DAR (Digital Audio Recorder) and the collections process.  

 

Drug Court: Holly Parker, Drug Court Coordinator, introduced herself and gave power-point presentation explaining the participants and phases of the program. Judge 

Anderson and DA Barna explained some background information in regards to Rusk County Drug Court. Parker explained increased contact via video chat during 

COVID-19 and introduced Ida Trexler, a recent graduate of the program. Trexler explained how the program helped her. Judge Anderson introduced two other graduates, 

Jamie Baker and Jeremy Sennett, who explained how the program helped them in their journeys.  

 

District Attorney: Annette Barna, Rusk County District Attorney, presented power-point presentation and explained office staffing. Barna explained the update of Chapter 

950, “Marcy’s Law,” and the impacts that had on the Victim/Witness Coordinator position. Explanation of caseload, meth problem increasing in the county, budget 

process for the office. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Campground/Parks Website: Jeremy Koslowski, Forestry Administrator, presented new website that was funded by grant funds. Koslowski went through the website, 

photos, campgrounds and the new process for campground reservations. New website contains photos of every campsite at every campground as well as drone footage of 

each campground.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-18 IMPLICATIONS OF VERSO MILL CLOSURES 

 

WHEREAS, On June 9, Verso announced idling of their Duluth, MN and Wisconsin Rapids, WI pulp and paper mills by the end of July 2020 for an indefinite period, and 

 

WHEREAS, the idling of these mills will directly impact 1,000 workers and indirectly affect thousands more across the entire state of Wisconsin that support the mills 

through related forestry work such as logging and transportation, and  

 

WHEREAS, the prolonged closure of these mills will negatively affect national, state, county and private landowners financially and has the potential to affect the ability 

to continue proper silviculture techniques on those lands to maintain a healthy forest structure, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Rapids, WI mill utilizes over 25% of all pulpwood produced in the state of Wisconsin, and 

 

WHEREAS, the forest products industry is the number 1 employer in Rusk County based on number of employees, and 

 

WHEREAS, 58.7% of total pulpwood on active sales in Rusk County is hardwood pulp, of which over 90% would be consumed at the Wisconsin Rapids mill, and  

 

WHEREAS, timber revenue from the Rusk County Forest reduces the County levy by 15-20% and the loss of this income will financially affect the 14,000+ citizens of 

Rusk County and the public services available to them, and  

 

WHEREAS, a similar impact will be felt by nearly every County operating a County Forest for timber production. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Rusk ask that the Governor and Legislature direct that assistance be 

provided in any way possible to allow continuation of mill operations and/or financial assistance be considered to support the direct loss of jobs, as well as assistance for 

other industries impacted by the closure.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Wisconsin work with Counties to identify new markets for forest products and provide flexibility and assistance to 

replace lost revenues 

-  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee has directed to forward this resolution to Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA), 

Wisconsin County Forests Association (WCFA) and all local, regional, state and federal representatives. 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Forestry Committee: S/Willingham. 

 

Motion by Lieffring, second by Schneider to adopt resolution. Koslowski explained resolution and the direct implications of the mill closing on Rusk County and the 

Forestry Department. Discussion on situation and navigating through all that goes with it including the budget. Albarado explained steps that are being taken to address 

budget shortfalls. Roll call vote. Voting yes – 16. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: Unterschuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, 

Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt Dobrowolski, Hanson, Willingham. Youth Members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Youth members voting yes: Knoll, Rands. 

Resolution adopted by roll call vote. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-19 AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE RUSK COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CREATE A HOUSING COMMITTEE 

 

WHEREAS, Rusk County operates under a Code or Ordinances 

 

WHEREAS, within Chapter 2 of these Ordinances it outlines the operation of the County including County Board Committees and responsibilities, and 

 

WHEREAS, from time to time it is necessary to designate a Commitee so as to provide appropriate oversight for County programs and funds, and 

 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is necessary to establish a designated committee to oversee the various housing related funds that the County has been awarded, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, these Housing funds include the Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), CDBG Revolving Loan Funds, HOME, and Neighborhood Stabilization 

Program (NSP). 

 

WHEREAS, a newly designated Housing Committee will oversee these programs and any future housing related programs as directed. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors does hereby approve amendments to Chapter 2 of the Rusk County Code of 

Ordinances to create section, 2-273, establishing a Housing Committee. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Housing Committee,  
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a) Will be responsible for oversight and administration of all County housing related programs, including Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), CDBG 

Revolving Loan Funds, HOME, and Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP). It will also be responsible for any housing related programs or initiatives as designated. 

b) Will be 5 members, including at least 2 County Board members. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, these changes to Chapter 2 of the Rusk County Code of Ordinances will be effective July 1, 2020. 

 

Submitted by County Board Chair: S/Willingham. 

 

Motion by Hraban, second by Schmitt to adopt resolution. Albarado explained resolution and the creation of an established committee. Discussion on make-up of 

committee. Rich Summerfield, Corporation Counsel, clarified that the Housing Authority is only being used as a model for the creation of this committee. Explanation by 

Albarado that this is not problem based, just wanting to have an oversight committee for the program. Roll call vote. Voting yes -16. Voting no -0. Voting yes: Hraban, 

Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt Dobrowolski, Hanson, Unterschuetz, Willingham. Youth Members 

voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Youth members voting yes: Knoll, Rands. Resolution adopted by roll call vote. 

 

 

UPDATE 

 

Summerfield explained that there is no need to enter closed session regarding the personnel investigation in the United States District Court Case: 3:20-cr-00069-wmc and 

gave an explanation on efforts to inform County Board and employees of what has taken place in providing a copy of the pleading in the case via email last week. 

Discussion on monetary loss, forfeiture options; WRS seizure and explanation of procedures that were immediately implemented upon finding this incident in January of 

2019. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

Motion by Schneider, second by Stout to appoint Andy Albarado and Randy Tatur to the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission. Roll call vote. Tatur abstains. Voting yes 

-15. Voting no -0. Voting yes: Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Stout, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt Dobrowolski, Hanson, Unterschuetz, Hraban, 

Willingham. Youth Members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Youth members voting yes: Knoll, Rands. Appointments approved by roll call vote. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Willingham informed board that a representative from Senator Ron Johnson’s Office was in attendance.  

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Announced by Chair for discussion regarding the sale of an industrial building.  

 

19.85 (1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 

competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. 

 

Closed session at 9:59 p.m. 

 

Open session at 10:07 p.m. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Lieffring, second by McBain to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 

 

Next meeting July 28, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Loren Beebe, Rusk County Clerk 

Danielle Zimmer, Chief Deputy Clerk 


