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RUSK COUNTY LAND AND FORESTRY COMMITTEE 
 

DATE:  TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2024  

PLACE:   RUSK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER MEETING ROOM  

TIME:   3:00 PM   
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 18, 2024 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT – limit of 3 minutes per person 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
 

1. Parks and Recreation Report 

2. Timber Sales Report 

3. Administrator’s Report 

4. Public Trail Committee Report  
 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION 
 

1. Appointment of Ad-Hoc Public Trail Committee Members  

2. Trail Recommendations  

3. Excelsior Road Access 

4. 2025 Budget Development 

5. Equipment Request  

6. Sustainable Forestry Grant Application Approval 

7. Resolution – Continuing Appropriations Request  

8. Out of County Travel 

• August 5th Woodruff. Forest certification audit, opening meeting – Jerrad 

• August 9th Woodruff. Forest certification audit, closing meeting – Jerrad 

9. Review and Approve Bills 

10. Set the Next Meeting Date 

11. Adjourn 

 
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the County Clerk’s Office at 715-532-
2100 with as much advance notice as possible. At any time, a quorum of a County Committee or of the County Board may be present at the meeting to 
observe the proceedings, but no action will be taken except by those Committee Members for the stated Committee meeting and only on noticed 
agenda items. 

Rusk County Forestry Department 
311 Miner Ave. E. Suite 115 
Ladysmith, WI  54848 
Office: (715) 532-2113 
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Land and Forestry Committee Present: P. Schneider, P. Unterschuetz, J. Biller, S. Zimmer 
Absent: A. Hampton 
 
Others Present: J. Macholl, H. Woldhuis, A. Heath, P. Zimmer, B. Grunseth, G. Sihsmann, R. Ellwanger, D. 
Mansky, J. Waldron, T. Paulson, J. Waeltz, C. Ford 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 18th, 2024.     
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Motion by Schneider, and second by Biller to approve the May 15, 2024 meeting minutes as presented. Motion 
carried  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Public spoke on agenda items and other concerns 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Jerrad reported on campgrounds, summer LTEs, Buck Lake ATV Trail updates, Weirgor ATV Trail updates, 
Graveling TROUTE roads 
 
Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on active timber sales 
 
Administrator Report: 
Jerrad updated on ATV trail Pavilion approval, educational opportunities, audit prep-work, excelsior road 
discussions, WCFA meeting updates, DNR time standards 

 
Public Trail Committee Report: 
The trail committee reported an agreement to use the trail inspection form. Request to change trail open dates 
of funded trails to the Friday before Memorial Day, and keep wood trails as June 15th. Received a quote for work 
on Excelsior Road to expand for ski trail use.  
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION 
Trail Recommendations: 
Jerrad reported on BH Trail 931 
Motion by Biller, second by Schneider to close BH 931. Motion Carried 
 
Request to advertise Public Trails AdHoc Committee Appointment:  
Motion by Schneider, second by Biller, to advertise for the two available positions for the AdHoc Public Trails 
Committee via the website and Ladysmith News.  Motion carried.  
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Excelsior Road Access:  
Presented estimates cost from Rusk County Highway Committee. Discussed options for trail placement or road 
work.  
Committee requests Trail Committee members to meet with Blue Hills Trail Association to explore additional 
options.  
 
Carbon Credit Revenue Allocation:  
Jerrad presented a recommendation for the allocation of future Carbon Credit revenue.  
 
Resolution – DNR Shooting Range Grant:  
Presented resolution to pave the driveway and parking lot area of the Josie Creek Rifle Range.  
 
Motion by Biller, second by Zimmer to approve the resolution and forward to the County Board. Motion Carried.  
 
 
Award Spring 2024 Timber Sale Bids re-bids:  
The Committee reviewed as presented 
Motion by Biller, second by Schneider, to approve all high bidders. Motion Carried 
 
Discussion regarding the remaining six unsold bids.  
Motion by Biller, second by Zimmer to direct sale unsold sales.  Unsold sales to have specs changed if needed.  
 
Out-of-County Travel: 
Forest Management for Neotropical Migratory Birds – June 18, Flambeau River State Forest 
Motion by Zimmer, second by Schneider, to approve out of County Travel. Motion Carried.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by Schneider, second by Biller, to approve the May AP report as presented. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m.  
The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 16th, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
Heidi Woldhuis, Forestry Department Office Manager 



Trailer Estimate Forestry

Leaf springs - $150 pair of springs - $50 U-bolt kit - Shackle $50 with bolts.

Labor- 5 hours spring change $200 labor. Cut off and weld new shackles on for springs 

6 hours $240 labor.

Wheel bearing and races - $50 bearing and races.

Labor - 5 hours $200 labor.

Trailer decking - $250 materials for decking. 

Labor - 6 hours $240 labor.

Side boards - $160 materials.

Labor - 4 hours labor $160 

Wiring trailer - $100 materials.

Labor - 4 hours $160 labor 

This is an estimate for repairing springs, bearings, shackles, boards, and wiring. One 

spring is broken in half  and the other should be changed. Shackles should be replaced 

with the spring replacement. Wheel bearings are loose and could be changed or at 

least disassembled and checked. At that point they may as well be replaced 

considering they will be apart. Floor boards are soft and separating. Side boards are 

falling off/apart. Trailer light wiring has multiple openings in the coating and turning 

green. Rewire highly recommended.

Total ESTIMATE for repair would be Roughly $2010



 

 

ROLL CALL 

Board Members 
AYE 

(Yes) 
NAY 

(No) 
Abstain /  

Excused 

1. ALEC HAMPTON    

2. JERRY BILLER 

 

   

3. STACY ZIMMER    

4. JOHN MOORE    

5. TERRY WEDWICK    

6. SHERRY WALLACE    

7. SUZANNE VOHS    

8. TOM CUDO    

9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ    

10. BRIAN COGGINS    

11. PHIL SCHNEIDER    

12. JIM MEYER    

13. KURT GORSEGNER    

14. JOHN KALEPP    

15. TOM HANSON    

16. LOIS GOODE    

17. DAVE WILLINGHAM    

18. MIKE RUSSELL    

19. DAN GUDIS    

    

    

TOTAL    

    

BOARD ACTION 

Vote Required: Majority Vote of a Quorum  

 

 

Motion to Approve Adopted   

 

1st  Defeated   

2nd    

No:   Yes:   Exc:   

 
 

 Reviewed by: 

 , Corp. Counsel 

 Reviewed by: 

 , Finance Director 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there is any fiscal impact 

or not) 

 

 

 
Certification: 

I, Connie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify 

that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

that was adopted on the             day of                        , 

2024 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

 

 
Connie Meyer 

County Clerk, Rusk County  

  

RESOLUTION #  

DESIGNATION OF CONTINUING APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT FOR 

FORESTRY – TIMBER SALES EXPENSE 

 

TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

WHEREAS, The DNR offers an interest-free loan of $44,521.79 for the purchase, 1 

development, preservation, and maintenance of the county forest which is no longer 2 

sought by the county as of the 2023 budget; and, 3 

 4 

WHEREAS,  the loan monies were required to remain in a continuing appropriation 5 

account with restricted use on the county forest land; and, 6 

 7 

WHEREAS, the annual amount is allocated to the timber sales expense budget; and, 8 

   9 

WHEREAS, Forestry may not need to spend the totality of expenses within the fiscal 10 

year due to fluctuations in use for storm damage, timber harvests, culvert installations, 11 

rock ford installations, tree marking paint usage; and, 12 

 13 

WHEREAS, the Forestry Committee would like to keep monies allocated for the 14 

purchase, development, preservation and maintenance of the county forest in the Forestry 15 

Budget from year to year to cover expenses that may not be budgeted for but could be 16 

paid for with the monies. 17 

 18 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors 19 

hereby authorizes the balance of unused Timber Sales Expense appropriated annually be 20 

carried forward from year to year in a non-lapsing account to be utilized for expenses as 21 

deemed necessary within established County policy beginning with Fiscal Year 2025. 22 

 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY:   

Rusk County Forestry Committee 

 

  

Phil Unterschuetz, Chairman  Phil Schneider 

Stacy Zimmer, Vice Chairman  Alec Hampton 

                                                       Jerry Biller   

RUSK COUNTY 



COUNTY OF RUSK Payment Approval Report - Forestry Committee Page:     1

Report dates: 1/1/2020-7/10/2024 Jul 10, 2024  03:53PM

Report Criteria:

Detail report.

Invoices with totals above $0 included.

Paid and unpaid invoices included.

Invoice Detail.GL account = "10052"-"10054","10060"-"10062","204"-"206","10024450","1008056114000"-"1008056114999","1005955201000"-"1005955201999","10081"-"10083","10085"-"10089"

Invoice Detail.Created date = 06/12/2024-07/09/2024

Vendor Name Invoice Number Description Invoice Date Net Invoice Amount GL Account and Title

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501001 0601 5/01/24-6/01/24 ACCT 17501001 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 105.05 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501005 0601 5/01/24-6/01/24 ACCT 17501005 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 53.99 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501006 0601 4/30/24-6/1/24 ACCT 17501006 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 116.37 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501008 0601 5/1/24-6/1/24 ACCT 17501008 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 97.39 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501009 0601 5/01/24-6/1/24 ACCT 17501009 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 91.84 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

JUMP RIVER ELEC COOP INC 17501010 0601 5/01/24-6/1/24 ACCT 17501010 MTHLY CHG 06/05/2024 59.11 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

KONECT 127583 6/1/2024-5/31/2025 WEBSITE HOSTING CAMPING RESERVATION 05/01/2024 1,114.94 100-52-55201-216  PARKS & REC-CONTRACTE

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE 046439 TRASH BAGS 06/12/2024 24.99- 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE 046439 TAX 06/12/2024 1.37- 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE 908315 TRASH BAGS 06/12/2024 24.99 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE 908315 TAX 06/12/2024 1.37 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I95095/1 BOLTS - TOILET 05/15/2024 7.19 100-61-56111-249  FORESTRY - REPAIRS

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I95095/1 WAX RING 05/15/2024 6.29 100-61-56111-249  FORESTRY - REPAIRS

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I95095/1 WAX RING BOWL 05/15/2024 3.59 100-61-56111-249  FORESTRY - REPAIRS

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I95095/1 TOILET REPAIR KIT 05/15/2024 24.29 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I95119/1 TANK LEVER 05/15/2024 13.49 100-61-56111-249  FORESTRY - REPAIRS

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE I99405/1 TRIMMER LINE 05/24/2024 20.69 100-52-55201-349  PARKS & REC-WORKING SU

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J01666/1 BREAKER 05/28/2024 8.09 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J01666/1 LED LIGHT 05/28/2024 26.98 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J02304/1 SUNSCREEN 05/30/2024 11.69 100-52-55201-349  PARKS & REC-WORKING SU

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE j02817/1 BAR AND CHAIN OIL 05/31/2024 22.49 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE j02817/1 FLY PAPER 05/31/2024 6.29 100-52-55201-349  PARKS & REC-WORKING SU

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J07783/1 DISPOSABLE GLOVES 06/11/2024 16.19 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J07783/1 DISPOSABLE GLOVES 06/11/2024 17.99 100-52-55201-349  PARKS & REC-WORKING SU

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J07783/1 GALLON PAINT 06/11/2024 48.59 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J07934/1 TOILET SEAT 06/11/2024 12.59 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

LADYSMITH ACE HARDWARE J08317/1 TRASH BAGS 06/12/2024 22.49 100-61-56111-349  FORESTRY-WORKING SUPP

RASSBACH COMMUNICATIONS 8535 MONTHLY NETWORK REPEATER JUNE 2024 06/13/2024 125.44 100-61-56111-225  FORESTRY-COMMUNICATIO

RASSBACH COMMUNICATIONS 8535 CALLBOX DISPATCH RADIO 06/13/2024 35.84 100-52-55201-225  PARKS - COMMUNICATIONS

REPUBLIC SERVICES #930 930-00133935 JUNE 2024  FORESTRY SHOP 05/25/2024 67.93 100-61-56111-216  FORESTRY- CONTRACT SER

REPUBLIC SERVICES #930 930-00133935 MAY 2024 CAMPGROUND DUMPSTERS 05/25/2024 16.16 100-52-55201-216  PARKS & REC-CONTRACTE

REPUBLIC SERVICES #930 930-00133935 JUNE 2024 CAMPGROUNDS 05/25/2024 1,199.24 100-52-55201-216  PARKS & REC-CONTRACTE

REPUBLIC SERVICES #930 930-00133935 JUNE 2024 FUEL RECOVERY FEE 05/25/2024 247.42 100-52-55201-216  PARKS & REC-CONTRACTE

RJ THOMAS MFG CO, INC 246882EM-2 (10) FA-30 CAMPFIRE RING 05/21/2024 3,160.00 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC
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Report dates: 1/1/2020-7/10/2024 Jul 10, 2024  03:53PM

Vendor Name Invoice Number Description Invoice Date Net Invoice Amount GL Account and Title

RJ THOMAS MFG CO, INC 246882EM-2 SHIPPING 05/21/2024 315.00 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

TRACTOR CENTRAL 2779164 THROTTLE CABLE 05/30/2024 88.43 100-52-55201-249  PARKS & REC-MAINTENANC

VERIZON WIRELESS 9965868770 06/05/24-07/04/24 ACCT 983216421-00001 MTHLY CHRGS 996586 06/04/2024 95.44 100-61-56111-225  FORESTRY-COMMUNICATIO

WI COUNTY FORESTS ASSOC 2024-093 (5) WCFA SUMMER TOUR  07/03/2024 400.00 100-61-56111-339  FORESTRY-CONVENTIONS/

WI DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES WS2WT301148 TIMBER SALE 2677 ROCK FORD CROSSING 06/11/2024 353.00 100-61-56111-217  FORESTRY-TIMBER SALES E

XCEL ENERGY 878782286 4/23/24-5/22/24 ACCT 52-6357804-3 MTHLY CHG 05/23/2024 72.30 100-52-55201-229  PARKS & REC - UTILITIES

          Grand Totals:  8,083.82




