APPROVED
RUSK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH & HUMAN SERVICES
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 11, 2024

Meeting called to order by Chair Schneider at 9:02 AM.

Board Members Present: Phil Schneider, Tom Hanson, Dr. John Ziemer, Lois Goode, John
Moore, Mark Schmitt, Ted Hakala. Excused: Mary Schneider, Sherry Wallace.

Staff Present: Jeremy Jacobs, Ashley Nelson, Carla Closs. Appearances: Kathy Walthers,
Virginia Jacobs, Jeannie Ollinger, Kaylee Bugbee.

Public Comments:
None

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:
Motion by Schmitt, second by Hanson, to approve the June 11, 2024; meeting minutes. Motion
unanimously carried.

Chair Schneider declared the Public Hearing regarding the 2025 Health and Human Services
Budget open at 9:15 AM.

Approval of Health & Human Services Vouchers and Out of County Travel Requests:
Jacobs reported on various purchases, invoices, and Out of County Travel. Motion by Hanson,
second by Moore, to approve Vouchers and Out of County Travel. Motion unanimously carried.

Public Hearing Regarding 2025 Health and Human Services Budget:
No members of the public present.

Discussion was held with regards to the proposed 2025 budget:
Review of agency services

Unmet needs

Local/State budget implications
Suggestions-System/Deliver, budget projections

Health & Human Services:
Discussion held.

Motion by Hakala, second by Schmitt, to forgive the accrued foster care interest and future foster
care interest only, on the child support debt reduction request as presented; the foster care arrears
are to remain in full and it is expected the noncustodial parent (NCP) make payments on the
foster care arrears as they are able. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Moore, second by Ziemer, to forward the longevity proposal as presented to the
Personnel Committee. Motion carried 6-1, Goode voting no.



Motion by Moore, second by Hanson to forward to the full County Board the Resolution
“Advocating for an Inpatient Behavioral Health Facility for Northern Wisconsin”. Motion
carried unanimously.

Public Health:
Discussion held.

Embrace Presentation- Harm Reduction.

Program Reports:
The Board received written reports from Child Support, Public Health, Adult Services and
ADRC-Senior Services.

Motion by Hakala, second by Hanson, to close the Public Hearing regarding the 2025 Health and
Human Services Budget at 11:02 AM. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned by consensus of the committee at 11:04 AM.
Next meeting: August 8, 2024

As prepared by: Carla Closs, completed on 7/11/2024 at 2:07 PM



