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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

January 11, 2024 

1st Floor Small Conference Room 

Rusk County Courthouse 

 

Staff Present: Yvonne Johnson (Zoning Administrator) 

           Nick Stadnyk (LCDD Director) 

          Jill Buchholz-Jones (Chief Deputy Clerk) 

  

Roll Call Board Present:  [   ] Robert Lorkowski  [X] Stanley Kromrey (Alternate) 

   [X] Thomas Meisner  [X] Betsy Patterson (Alternate) 

   [X] Robert Nelson  

 

Public Present: Jeffrey Koxlien 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Chair Meisner at 9:01 a.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Chair Meisner. 

 

Board of Adjustment members introduced themselves.  

 

Compliance of Open Meeting Laws – Notice: Buchholz-Jones stated the notice of public hearing and agendas were 

posted per the requirements of a Class (2) notice.  

• Three locations in the Township of Willard. 

• Three locations in the Rusk County Courthouse. 

• The DNR was notified by email, which is their preferred method.  

• The landowner/applicant, and town clerk were notified by certified mail.  

• Neighboring property owners within 500’ were notified in the mail. 

• Notice was published in the Ladysmith Newspaper on December 18 and December 25.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Patterson, seconded by Kromrey to approve December 4, 2023 minutes as 

presented. Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Patterson, seconded by Nelson to approve agenda as written. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Call to order: Public Hearing opened at 9:03 a.m. by Chair Meisner.   

 

9:00 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING – A variance request to section 50-32 (a) (3) to allow a house and garage within 30 

feet of the town road right of way. 

Testimony: 

• Jeffrey and Jill Koxlien - Applicant Present. Jeff purchased this property in 2006. It has sat empty for a few 

years. Jeff showed the committee members some pictures he had taken before the snow fall. He is looking 

for a variance on this property not per building. He talked about the hill behind the camper being an issue as 

he can’t dig into the hill, due to water run-off.   

• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided testimony, alternative solutions, and department findings. 

Zoning department recommends that the Board deny the requested variance.  

• Other interested party – None.  

 

Site Visit: No site visit 

 

Additional Testimony – Jeff Koxlien spoke about the aesthetic of making the property look appealing from the road.   
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Public Hearing: Closed at 9:34 a.m.  

Motion by Kromrey, seconded by Patterson to close the public hearing at 9:34 a.m. Motion carried.   

 

Meeting Opened: at 9:36 a.m.  

Board members reviews, board vote paperwork.   

 

Board members reviewed, board vote paperwork.  

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0 

Unique Property Limitations: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0   

  Harm to Public Interest: 

   Yes: 0 No: 3 

 

Motion by Patterson, seconded by Nelson to approve the variance request from the 63 feet from the center of the 

traveled road. Motion carried.  

 

Request WI DNR to comment on Variance requests brought before the Rusk County Board of Adjustment 

Motion by Patterson, seconded by Nelson to authorize Yvonne Johnson to write a letter to let DNR comment on 

variances and allow Chair Thomas Meisner to sign it when completed. Motion carried.  

 

Training date – February 29, 2024 at 9:00. 1st floor small conference room.  

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Kromrey to adjourn meeting at 10:19 a.m. Motion carried.  


