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RUSK COUNTY LAND AND FORESTRY COMMITTEE 
 

DATE:  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 2023  

PLACE:   RUSK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER MEETING ROOM  

TIME:   3:00 PM   
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –November 15th, 2023 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT – limit of 3 minutes per person 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 
 

1. Parks and Recreation Report 

2. Timber Sales Report 

3. Administrator’s Report 

4. Public Trail Committee Report  

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION 
 

1. Trail Recommendations  

2. Amend Creation of Public Trails Ad Hoc Committee Resolution 

3. Kreier Forest Products Access Permit  

4. Vehicle Use Ordinance changes, Trucks 

5. Award Direct Sale  

6.  

7. Closed Session – Land Purchase Negotiation.  

Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  

Open Session – Possible Motion on Topic of Closed Session.  

8. Closed Session – Timber Sale Contract Review 

Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 

investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 

bargaining reasons require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  

Rusk County Forestry Department 
311 Miner Ave. E. Suite 115 
Ladysmith, WI  54848 
Office: (715) 532-2113 
Fax: (715) 532-2138 
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Open Session – Possible Motion on Topic of Closed Session.  

9. Out of County Travel 

• WCFA Legislative/certification meeting – Merrill, 1/24/2024 

• J. Macholl, D. Gravesen 

• Pre-Audit Meeting – Tomahawk. 2/27/2024 

• J. Macholl, D. Gravesen, J. Moore, R. Zubrod 

 

10. Budget Review 

11. Review and Approve Bills 

12. Set the Next Meeting Date 

13. Adjourn 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the County Clerk’s Office at 715-532-
2100 with as much advance notice as possible. At any time, a quorum of a County Committee or of the County Board may be present at the meeting to 
observe the proceedings, but no action will be taken except by those Committee Members for the stated Committee meeting and only on noticed 
agenda items. 



Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2023 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 15th, 2023.     
 
Present from Land and Forestry Committee: Schneider, Biller, P. Unterschuetz, DuSell  
Absent: Kalepp 
Others Present: J. Macholl, H. Woldhuis, D. Gravesen, M. Zimmer, D. Jochimsen, N. Stadnyk  
D. Mansky, B. Grunseth, J. Waeltz, E. Webster, J. Wappenschmidt, R. Ellwanger, R. Ellwanger, G. Sihsmann, L 
Klein, T. Bonkrude, B. Roach 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by Biller, and second by P. Unterschuetz to approve October 18th, 2023, and November 14th, 2023 
meeting minutes. Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  
Concern regarding ATV access areas, logging operations, and BMP Practices  
Comments regarding trail inspection reports to be utilized by the Ad-hoc Public Trails Committee  
Comment regarding bridge installation on snowmobile trail 
Question asking if ATV Trails will no longer be utilized for logging operations 
Comment regarding cost of road repairs and stumpage values  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported  

• All docks have been pulled for the winter  

• Potato Lake snowmobile bridge has been installed  
o Arch bridge accommodates fishing as requested by the Lake Association  

• Thornapple grade – Ladysmith Snowmobile Club cleaning up from December Storm Damage  

• Weirgor ATV Trail bridge 
o Bridge is near completion and ready for transport 
o Big Weirgor as a trout stream has regulations regarding disturbing the stream 
o Bridge to be hauled and delivered to the area this fall/early winter 
o South Side graveling – Haas will do a pre-construction site visit soon. Waiting for frozen ground to 

begin hauling 

• Bucks Lake ATV Trail 
o Toured trail area with ATV Club president 
o Trail will be altered to include more scenic areas 

• Campgrounds have slowed down 
o Some reservations during hunting season 

 
Timber Sale Report: 
Dane reported  

• Cumberland  
o Firelane 

• Strzok Logging 
o Dejung, Betty Lake, Wagner Rd.  
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o Hardwood pulp on multiple sales to haul 

• NWHW 
o Hauling  
o Opening sale near Wilson Town Hall 

• Wojak 
o Hackett Rd.  

• Shut down due to soft roads, will be repairing the damage 
 

Administrator Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Bruce Club Snowmobile Club still missing the Contract for the 2023-2024 season 

• 2024 Forestry Work Plan completed, passed by County Board 
o Required for applying for County Forest Administrator Grant 

• BMP Monitoring completed last week within County Forest Lands 
o 3 randomly selected timber sales 
o No issues found regarding the County  
o 1 logging operation error was found, but the logger was shut down and corrected 
o Wetland areas were monitored. Action by the County was deemed appropriate for repairs 

• Bat Habitat Plan 
o Endangered bat concerns  
o Updates to plan submitted to the State 

▪ Prescribed burning  

• 1 job shadow 
o Local individual interested in Forestry employment 
o 2 additional individuals with interest in job shadows  

• Hackett Road Sale 
o 2 wetland crossing 
o Logger was shut down due to damage 

• Trail Committee Report 
o Worked with Land Conservation to develop trail inspection form 

 
Request by a forestry committee member to review and discuss the trail committee report form at the Ad-Hoc 
Public Trails Committee Meeting next week. Forest Administrator to bring proposed report as designed by 
Forestry and Land Conservation Departments as well as the inspection form for Timber Sale sites.  

 
 
 

3:30 PM Fall Timber Sale Bid Opening:  
 

 
Motion by Biller, second by Unterschuetz to close bids at 3:32 pm.  
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Motion by Biller, Second by DuSell to accept all high bidders if no conflicts. Motion Carried  
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Public Trail Committee Report: 
 reported on the following: 

• No meeting this past month 

• Working with the public regarding trail conditions 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION 
 
Trail Recommendations: 
N/A 
 
Timber Sale Contract Review: 
Discussed language updates 
 
Motion by Biller, Second by Unterschuetz to approve updated timber sale contract language as presented. 
Motion carried.  
 
Access Permit: 
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Motion by DuSell, second by Biller to approve access permit provided B. Roach obtains required permits 
necessary to open access area. Motion Carried 
 
B. Roach inquired about temporary crossing over streams.  
A temporary bridge permit would be required to cross the stream.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Biller to approve temporary access to B. Roach until 12/31/2023 to access property 
using the southern highlighted route. All damage must be repaired by B. Roach. Motion Carried  
 
Murphy Pavilion Use:  
 
Ice Age Trail Association request for pavilion use 
11/04/2023, 5/15/2024-5/19/2024, 10/2/2024-10/6/2024 
 
Motion by Biller, second by Unterschuetz to approve pavilion use. Motion Carried 
 
Wisconsin County Forest Association Snowmobile Council Letter: 
Presented letter sent by Rebekah Luedtke to the governor regarding the State of WI Snowmobile Council 
regarding the proposed Snowmobile bridge in Sauk County across the Wisconsin River.  
 
The Forest Administrator drafted a letter in support of the WCFA Letter sent to the governor.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Schneider to send a support letter to representatives as presented. Motion Carried.  
 
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Unterschuetz to enter into closed session at 4:32 PM. All answered Yes. 
 
Closed Session – Timber Sale Contract Extension and Closeouts  
Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 
require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  
Open Session – Possible Motion on Topic of Closed Session. 
 
Present: Schneider, Biller, P. Unterschuetz, DuSell, J. Macholl, M. Zimmer, D. Gravesen, D. Jochimsen, H. 
Woldhuis 
 
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Biller to return to open session at 4:56 PM.  
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Biller 2570, 2583- 1-year extension to haul, 2597,2600 1-year extension Motion 
Carried 
 
Motion by DuSell second by Unterschuetz to hold the letter of credit until hauled and road work completed. 2635 
Bond and sale be returned. Motion Carried  



Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2023 
 

6 | P a g e  
 

Out-of-County Travel: 

• BMP Monitoring – Clark County, 11/07/2023 

• D. Gravesen, J. Moore 

• BMP Monitoring – Jackson County, Eau Claire County, Trempealeau County  

• D. Gravesen, J. Moore  
 

Motion by Biller, Second by DuSell to approve out-of-county travel. Motion Carried.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Schneider, to approve the October AP report as presented. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, December 20th, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
Heidi Woldhuis, Forestry Department Office Manager 
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NAME: J. Macholl, D. Gravesen DEPARTMENT: Forestry

Date of travel: 1/24/2024 Location: Merill

Meeting Purpose:

WCFA Legislative/Certification Meeting

Registration Fee: $$

Estimated Meals: $$ 20.00

Estimated Lodging: $$

 Miles @ .655cents: $$ 180 117.90

Other: $$

TOTAL $$ 137.90

COMMITTEE SIGNATURES:

 
Three to five signatures needed.

APPROVAL FOR OUT-OF-COUNTY TRAVEL
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Budget Year to Unexpended Projected Projected Unexp. 2022 2021 2020
Account Number Name of Account Date (Over Budget) 2023 (Over Budget) Actuals Actuals Actuals
100-61-56111-111 FORESTRY-FOREST ADM SAL 78,499.00 70,001.19 8,497.81 0.00 78,499.00 69,809.37 73,165.42 70,032.83
100-61-56111-112 FORESTRY- ASST FORESTER SALARY 67,038.00 58,439.03 8,598.97 0.00 67,038.00 67,046.56 104,136.29 63,869.18
100-61-56111-113 FORESTRY-FORESTER III SALARY 60,694.00 38,870.75 21,823.25 0.00 60,694.00 60,606.87 11,743.60 50,858.73
100-61-56111-114 FORESTRY-FORESTER II 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-115 FORESTRY-TECH 50% 29,798.00 31,844.41 (2,046.41) 0.00 29,798.00 23,615.86 20,239.91 21,861.84
100-61-56111-116 FORESTRY-OVERTIME 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-117 FORESTRY-FORESTER I 24,960.00 0.00 24,960.00 0.00 24,960.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-121 FORESTRY- SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPE 37,963.00 34,130.81 3,832.19 0.00 37,963.00 36,561.81 40,377.01 37,266.50
100-61-56111-122 FORESTRY-TECHNICIAN WAGES 0.00 44,728.25 (44,728.25) 0.00 0.00 35,237.94 30,171.80 39,979.48
100-61-56111-133 FORESTRY-LONGEVITY 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-141 FORESTRY-PER DIEMS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-151 FORESTRY-SOCIAL SECURITY 22,870.00 19,979.63 2,890.37 0.00 22,870.00 20,805.29 20,378.96 20,411.81
100-61-56111-152 FORESTRY-RETIREMENT 20,329.00 18,777.90 1,551.10 0.00 20,329.00 18,510.50 17,961.67 19,162.55
100-61-56111-154 FORESTRY-HEALTH INSURANCE 84,395.00 48,453.90 35,941.10 0.00 84,395.00 71,023.94 53,776.28 72,769.97
100-61-56111-156 FORESTRY-WORKMANS COMP 9,613.00 0.00 9,613.00 0.00 9,613.00 5,077.48 4,684.33 9,544.64
100-61-56111-158 FORESTRY-UNEMPLOYMENT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 740.00
100-61-56111-159 FORESTRY-SECT.125 ADMINISTRATI 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.17 96.51
100-61-56111-216 FORESTRY- CONTRACT SERVICES 1,000.00 1,427.91 (427.91) 0.00 1,000.00 1,151.58 226.05 734.51
100-61-56111-217 FORESTRY-TIMBER SALES EXPENSE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-225 FORESTRY-COMMUNICATIONS 3,500.00 4,031.85 (531.85) 0.00 3,500.00 5,192.49 4,823.94 3,693.43
100-61-56111-226 FORESTRY-INTERNET 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-229 FORESTRY- SHOP/ UTILITIES 4,500.00 3,394.58 1,105.42 0.00 4,500.00 6,237.78 4,026.10 3,588.46
100-61-56111-240 FORESTRY-INSURANCE CLAIM 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 186.58 0.00
100-61-56111-249 FORESTRY - REPAIRS 3,000.00 74.05 2,925.95 0.00 3,000.00 3,319.88 1,176.23 11,973.82
100-61-56111-311 FORESTRY-POSTAGE 1,000.00 622.38 377.62 0.00 1,000.00 784.91 690.57 779.20
100-61-56111-313 FORESTRY-CENTRAL DUPLICATING 3,000.00 5,470.39 (2,470.39) 0.00 3,000.00 4,037.31 3,104.02 2,987.29
100-61-56111-319 FORESTRY-OFFICE SUPPLIES 1,000.00 1,545.75 (545.75) 0.00 1,000.00 1,224.98 761.04 911.77
100-61-56111-332 FORESTRY-TRAVEL & INSURANCE 20,000.00 18,021.89 1,978.11 0.00 20,000.00 24,656.33 18,446.68 15,120.82
100-61-56111-333 FORESTRY-WCFA SUMMER TOUR 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,388.38 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-339 FORESTRY-CONVENTIONS/DUES 9,000.00 12,353.92 (3,353.92) 0.00 9,000.00 8,909.51 10,545.39 6,566.18
100-61-56111-340 FORESTRY-EQUIP <$5,000 2,500.00 706.38 1,793.62 0.00 2,500.00 782.26 879.00 933.29
100-61-56111-349 FORESTRY-WORKING SUPPLIES 10,000.00 2,441.06 7,558.94 0.00 10,000.00 6,520.03 7,508.43 1,425.15
100-61-56111-366 FORESTRY-ROADS & TRAILS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-390 FORESTRY-SETTLEMENT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-391 FORESTRY - OTHER SUP & EXPENSE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 129.62 0.00
100-61-56111-530 FORESTRY-LEASED EQUIPMENT 6,500.00 0.00 6,500.00 0.00 6,500.00 372.24 0.00 6,529.32
100-61-56111-811 FORESTRY-EQUIPMENT 7,500.00 4,499.00 3,001.00 0.00 7,500.00 5,017.50 6,189.00 0.00
100-61-56111-920 FORESTRY-TRAN STUMPAGE TO AUD 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-921 FORESTRY-TRANS TO LEA LAKE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-922 FORESTRY-TRANS TO MAINT DSL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-923 FORESTRY-TRANS TO DAIRYLAND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-924 FORESTRY-TRANS TO ROAD AIDS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-925 FORESTRY-TRANS TRAIL/PARK DEV 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 25,000.00 0.00 75,000.00
100-61-56111-926 FORESTRY-TRANS TO SAF 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56111-927 FORESTRY-TRANS TO ATV/SNOW 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 (548.88) 399.73
100-61-56111-992 FORESTRY-PYFUNDS AVAILABLE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56113-239 FOREST RD AID-MAINTENANCE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56115-000 CO CONSERVATION AIDS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56115-992 CO CON-PY FUNDS AVAILABLE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-56116-000 DEV. OF HABITAT (.10 ACRE) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-57030-000 LAND ACQUISITION 0.00 8,956.19 (8,956.19) 0.00 0.00 3,360.29 362,169.00 0.00
100-61-57030-992 LAND ACQUISITION-PY FDS AVAIL 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Expenditures 508,659.00 428,771.22 79,887.78 0.00 508,659.00 507,251.09 796,959.21 537,237.01

100-61-43261-000 FORESTRY-FEMA FUNDING-ROADS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-43573-000 FORESTRY-RD AID-STATE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-43575-000 FORESTRY-STATE AID SALARY 50,000.00 57,231.67 (7,231.67) 0.00 50,000.00 56,503.72 50,917.82 40,516.01
100-61-43577-000 FORESTRY-50% DUES GRANT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-43583-000 COUNTY CONSERVATION-ST AID 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-46811-000 FORESTRY-STUMPAGE REVENUE 90% 900,000.00 2,112,044.90 (1,212,044.90) 0.00 900,000.00 2,567,105.16 1,949,526.27 836,683.17
100-61-46821-000 FORESTRY-OTHER REVENUE 0.00 740.00 (740.00) 0.00 0.00 705.00 560.18 615.00
100-61-46822-000 FORESTRY-BOND FORFEITURE 0.00 45,435.00 (45,435.00) 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,236.38 0.00
100-61-48301-000 FORESTRY-GRAVEL SALES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-48309-000 FORESTRY-SALE OF CO PROPERTY 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-48310-000 FORESTRY-SALE OF EQUIPMENT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-48421-000 FORESTRY-WORKER COMP REIMB 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-48420-000 FORESTRY-INS RECOVERY 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-48900-000 FORESTRY-MISC REVENUE 0.00 6.16 (6.16) 0.00 0.00 683.01 10,000.00 0.00
100-61-49220-000 FORESTRY - TRANSFER FROM PARKS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-49990-000 LAND ACQ-PR YR STUMPAGE BUDGET (10,000.00) 0.00 (10,000.00) 0.00 (10,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-49990-100 FORESTRY-LAND AQU PR YR FUNDS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-49999-000 LAND ACQ-PY CONT.APPR.AVAILABE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-49999-100 CO CON-PY FUNDS AVAILABLE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
100-61-49999-200 FORESTRY-PYFUNDS AVAIALBLE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Revenues 940,000.00 2,215,457.73 (1,275,457.73) 0.00 940,000.00 2,624,996.89 2,021,240.65 877,814.18

LEVY (431,341.00) (1,786,686.51) 1,355,345.51 0.00 (431,341.00) (2,117,745.80) (1,224,281.44) (340,577.17)

Stumpage Revenue budgeted for Land Acquisition 5,500.00 8,366.83 14,149.64 17,660.00

Percent of Budget Left YTD 314%
TO LAND ACQUISION
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ARTICLE VII. - VEHICLE REGULATIONS 
 

Sec. 34-190. - Purpose. 
 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the county under Wis. Stats. § 28.11(3)(b) and in accordance with 
the purpose of the management plan adopted under Wis. Stats. § 28.11(5), the purpose of this article is 
to regulate vehicle use of lands in the county forests in order to both protect the public users of such 
vehicles and to facilitate proper management of the county forests while promoting responsible 
recreation. 

(Code 1987, § 16.02(28)1; Res. No. 89-21, 2-28-1989) 
 

Sec. 34-191. - Definitions. 
 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

All-terrain vehicle Wisconsin law ss 340.01(2g) defines an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) as a commercially 
designed and manufactured motor-driven device that has a net weight of 900 pounds or less, was 
originally manufactured with a width of 50 inches or less, equipped with a seat designed to be straddled 
by the operator and which is designed by the manufacturer to travel on three or more tires. This 
includes small or child-sized ATVs. Certain ATVs that do not currently fit the ATV definition may be 
registered as UTVs, see the UTV definitions for details. Wisconsin law ss 23.33(1)(ng) defines an utility- 
terrain vehicle (UTV) as a commercially designed and manufactured motor-driven device that is 
designed to be used primarily off highway, and originally manufactured and equipped with all of the 
following: a weight, without fluids, of 3000 pounds or less; four or more tires; steering wheel; tail light; 
brake light; two headlights; width of not more than 65 inches; seat belts; and roll bar or similar device 
designed to reduce the likelihood that an occupant would be crushed as the result of a rollover. This 
includes small or child-sized UTVs. Vehicles that do not qualify as an ATV as defined in ss.340.01(2g) but 
are commercially designed and manufactured, motor-driven devices that contain 3 or more tires, a 
weight without fluids of 3000 pounds or less, a width of 65 inches or less and a seat designed to be 
straddled by the operator may also be registered as a UTV.  

Authorized means by a motion passed and entered into the minutes of any land and forestry 
committee meeting. 

Committee means the land and forestry committee of the county board and its successors. 
 

County forest means lands owned by the county and entered under the county forest law as described 
in Wis. Stats. § 28.11. 

Emergency means a situation where a threat exists or is imminent involving loss of life, personal injury, 
or serious resource or property damage. 

Gate means any cable or metal pipe gate constructed to obstruct entrance to roads, trails, or areas. 
 

Law enforcement officer means any peace officer, including the county sheriff, county sheriff's deputies, 
city or village police officers, or their designees. 

Motorized vehicle means any motorized vehicle designed or capable of cross-country travel on or over 
land and water, under frozen, wet or dry conditions. This definition includes, but is not limited to, 
four-wheel drive units, motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, and air-cushioned vehicles. 

Official use means use by an employee, agent, or designated representative of the county. 
 

Posted notice means signs constructed of metal, plastic, or wood, placed in areas of high visibility to all 
roads and trails. Wording shall be in the English language and denotes any one of the following: 

(1) Open to ATV/UTV. 
 

(2) Open to ATV only. 
 

(3) Open to Highway Licensed Vehicles 
 

Timber sale vehicles means any motorized vehicles used to harvest timber under a contract with the 
county, including vehicles used to access timber sale contract areas. 

(Code 1987, § 16.02(28)2; Res. No. 89-21, 2-28-1989; Res. No. 00-40B, 2-26-2013 ) 

https://library.municode.com/wi/rusk_county/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=599940


 
 

Sec. 34-192. - Disabled vehicle usage. 
 

The county forestry department shall issue a permit authorizing persons with physical disabilities to use 
vehicles as a mode of transportation in county forest land. A permit is not required for a disabled person 
using a motorized wheelchair. 

(Code 1987, § 16.02(30); Res. No. 05-03, 1-25-2005) 
 

Sec. 34-193. - Motor vehicles prohibited. 
 

It shall be unlawful to operate or permit the operation of a motorized vehicle of any kind on all roads, 
trails, or areas within the county forest, contrary to posted notice authorized by the committee, except 
there shall be no prohibition to authorized maintenance patrol, emergency vehicles or other official use. 
Timber sale vehicles shall be permitted entrance to the timber sale contract area upon written and/or 
authorization by the Rusk County Forest Administrator. 

(Code 1987, § 16.02(28)3; Res. No. 89-21, 2-28-1989; Res. No. 00-40B, 2-26-2013 ) 
 

Sec. 34-194. - Applicability. 
 

(a) The land subject to this article and regulations associated with each tract are as follows 
(areas closed to any motorized vehicles): 

(1) All areas within Rusk County Forest Lands not designated and signed as Rusk 
County ATV/UTV Trail, Club Trail, all state-funded designated and signed ATV trails or 
all-weather gravel county forest gas tax roads or county forest roads designated open.  

a. This prohibition shall not apply to authorized maintenance patrol, emergency 
vehicles, or other official use.  

b. This prohibition shall not apply to a licensed hunter possessing a valid WDNR 

Harvest Authorization while retrieving applicable harvested deer, bear, 

elk or wolf during the regulated hunting season. 

(b) Areas closed to motorized vehicles greater than 3,000 pounds. 
 

(1) Timber sale vehicles shall be permitted entrance to the timber sale contract area 
upon written and/or authorization by the county forest administrator. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate or permit the operation of any motorized vehicle 
greater than 3,000 pounds during non-frozen conditions except maintenance 
equipment on designated and signed Rusk County ATV/UTV Trail, Club Trail, all 
state funded designated and signed trails.  

 

(c) Restrictions and allowance in parks, campgrounds, and boat landings. It shall be unlawful 
to operate or permit the operation of any all-terrain vehicle or snowmobile in the following 
areas: 

(1) Any area within the boundaries of Audie Lake Park, except the parking lot located in 
the boat landing area for ice fishing use from November 16 through March 14, and ATVs 
will be allowed to load and unload at the designated ATV loading and unloading area in 
the Audie Lake boat landing area, except from March 15 to the Friday before Memorial 
Day weekend. 

(2) Any area within the boundaries of Perch Lake Park, except the parking lots, access 
road, designated ATV/UTV trail, and designated campsites. 

(3) Any area within the boundaries of Community Park, except the parking lot 
located in the boat landing area for ice fishing use from November 16 through 
March 14.  

(4) Any area within the boundaries of Josie Creek Park except the Josie Creek 
Campground area will be open to ATVs during daylight hours and except 
designated county snowmobile trail, and the parking lot located in the boat landing 
area for ice fishing use from November 16 through March 14. 
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(5) Any area within the boundaries of Murphy Flowage Recreation Area (campground 
and picnic area), except the parking lot located in the boat landing area for ice fishing 
use from November 16 through March 14. 

(6) Any county-maintained boat landing and associated parking lot from March 15 
through November 15, except for winter ice fishing use from November 16 through 
March 14.  

(7) The county will provide access from the Audie Lake Campground parking area to the 
ATV trails for ATV use. 

 
 
 

(d) Seasonal restriction. 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful to operate or permit the operation of any motorized vehicle 
except on all-weather gravel county forest gas tax roads from March 15 to December 
31, or when the ground is defined as frozen by order of the forestry committee. 

a. This prohibition shall not apply to authorized maintenance patrol, emergency 
vehicles, or other official use. 

b. This prohibition shall apply to all signed open trails and signed open woods roads 
from March 15 until the Friday before Memorial Day weekend. These signed trails 
will be open for use on the Friday before Memorial Day weekend until March 15 of 
the following year, unless it is also a county snowmobile trail that is groomed or 
open for snowmobiles. 

c.  Woods roads may be signed as open trail by request to the Rusk County Forestry 
Committee upon field verification by authorized personnel appointed by the 
committee. 

d. Open trails may be temporarily closed by the Forest Administrator for the 
following reasons. 

  a. safety/public health 

  b. maintenance 

  c. extreme fire danger or active wildfire 

  d. natural disaster 

  e. trail degradation 

  f. natural resource concerns 

  g. BMP violations 

  h. man caused emergency 

e. Any and all closures shall be subject to review and approval by the Rusk County 
Forestry Committee at the next legal forestry committee meeting. 

 

(2) No motorized vehicles shall be permitted to travel on approved county snowmobile 
trails while they are groomed or open without permission of the Committee.  

a. This prohibition shall not apply to the following: 
 

1. County forest roads are listed as follows: 
 

i. Serley Camp Road, Weirgor Road, Betty Lake Road,  
Three Lakes Road and 4 Hill Road. 

 

2. Snowmobiles. 

 

Sec. 34-196. Operation Rules 



 (a) Operation of ATV and UTV on trails to follow guidelines set forth by Wis. Stat. 23.33 

  (1) Illuminated headlight/taillight 

  (2) ATV certification required if born after 01/01/1988 

  (3) Under 16 requires accompanying adult 

  (4) Headgear required if under 15 

  (5) Illegal to operate in such a manner as to result in soil erosion, pollution, trail degradation or other damage 

  (6) Motorcycles prohibited on trails 

 

 

Sec. 34-195. Signage Rules 

 (a) Unsigned woods roads are closed to all motorized use including ATV/UTV except from December 31 until March 15. 

 (b) Open trails will be signed for ATV or ATV/UTV use. 

 

Sec. 34-197 Enforcement 

(a) This ordinance shall be enforced by any officer employed by the Rusk County Sherriff’s Department or any other law enforcement officer 
defined in Sec. 34-191 

 

 

  

    
 
 

(Code 1987, § 16.02(28)3; Res. No. 89-21, 2-28-1989; Res. No. 00-40B, 2-26-2013 ; Amend. of 6-18- 
2013 ; Res. No. 00-40C, 10-29-2013 ; Res. No. 00-40C, 11-12-2013 ; Ord. No. 00-40D , 8-26-2014; Res. 
No. 00-40E , 4-23-2019) 
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