
 

 

MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

December 22nd, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Willingham at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call.  Present – 20. Excused – 1.  Present: DuSell, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, 

Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, Knoll, Rands, Willingham.  Corporation Counsel, Rich Summerfield. Excused: Biller. 

 

In place of Invocation attendees sang Joy to the World.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by District #3 Supervisor Rathsack.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Hraban, second by McBain to approve minutes of November 10th, 2020. Motion carried by aye vote.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Willingham took a moment to recognize Loren Beebe, County Clerk, on her hard work and dedication to the Clerks office. Willingham wishes her the best in what is to 

come for her and her future.  

 

PRESENTATIONS 

Justin Fischer from Baird presented information on borrowing.  

 

RESOLUTION #20-25 INITIAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NOT TO EXCEED $3,000,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES  
 

WHEREAS, Rusk County, Wisconsin (the “County”) is in need of an amount not to exceed $3,000,000 for public purposes, including financing the construction and 

improvement of highways, acquisition of highway equipment and capital repairs and improvements to County buildings; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable to authorize the issuance of general obligation promissory notes for such purpose pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors that the County borrow an amount not to exceed $3,000,000 by issuing its general 

obligation promissory notes for public purposes, including financing the construction and improvement of highways, acquisition of highway equipment and capital repairs 

and improvements to County buildings.  There be and there hereby is levied on all the taxable property in the County a direct, annual tax in such years and in such 

amounts as are sufficient to pay when due the principal and interest on such notes 

 

Adopted, approved and recorded December 22, 2020 

 

 ________________ 

              David Willingham 

              Chairperson 

 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/Tatur, Hraban, Hauser, Willingham, Hanson. 

 

Motion by Hauser, second by Hraban to approve resolution.  

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: DuSell, Rathsack, 

Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, Willingham. Resolution 

adopted by roll call vote.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-26 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED $3,000,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES  
  

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors of Rusk County, Wisconsin (the "County") has adopted an initial resolution (the "Initial Resolution") authorizing the 

issuance of general obligation promissory notes in an amount not to exceed $3,000,000 for public purposes, including financing the construction and improvement of 

highways, acquisition of highway equipment and capital repairs and improvements to County buildings; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that,  

 

1. The County shall issue its General Obligation Promissory Notes (the "Notes") authorized by the Initial Resolution in an amount not to exceed $3,000,000 for the 

purposes above specified. 

2. The County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the officers of the County to take all actions necessary to negotiate the sale of the Notes with 

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated.  At a subsequent meeting, the County Board of Supervisors shall take further action to approve the details of the Notes and authorize 

the sale of the Notes. 

3. The County Clerk shall cause an Official Statement concerning this issue to be prepared by Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated.  The appropriate County 

officials shall determine when the Official Statement is final for purposes of Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12 and shall certify said Statement, such 

certification to constitute full authorization of such Statement under this resolution 

 

 

Adopted, approved and recorded December 22, 2020 

 

 ________________ 

              David Willingham 

              Chairperson 

 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/Tatur, Hraban, Hauser, Willingham, Hanson. 

 

Motion by Hauser, second by Hraban to approve resolution.               

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rathsack, Hauser, 

Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Willingham. Resolution 

adopted by roll call vote.  

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-27 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF APPROXIMATELY $5,145,000 TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS  

 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors of Rusk County, Wisconsin (the "County") has determined that it is necessary, desirable and in the best interest of the 

County to issue general obligation refunding bonds in the amount of approximately $5,145,000 for the public purpose of refunding obligations of the County, including 

interest on them, specifically, the Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds, dated March 15, 2013, maturing in the years 2022 through 2029, the General Obligation 

Promissory Notes, dated March 3, 2015, maturing in the years 2023 through 2025, and the State Trust Fund Loan dated February 24, 2017; and 
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WHEREAS, due to certain provisions contained in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, it is necessary to issue such bonds on a taxable rather than tax-exempt 

basis; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that,  

 

1. The County shall issue its Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds (the "Bonds") in the amount of approximately $5,145,000 for the purpose above 

specified. 

2. The County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the officers of the County to take all actions necessary to negotiate the sale of the Bonds with 

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated.  At a subsequent meeting, the County Board of Supervisors shall take further action to approve the details of the Bonds and 

authorize the sale of the Bonds. 

3. The County Clerk shall cause an Official Statement concerning this issue to be prepared by Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated.  The appropriate County 

officials shall determine when the Official Statement is final for purposes of Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12 and shall certify said Statement, such 

certification to constitute full authorization of such Statement under this resolution. 

 

Adopted, approved and recorded December 22, 2020 

 

 ________________ 

              David Willingham 

              Chairperson 

 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/Tatur, Hraban, Hauser, Willingham, Hanson. 

 

Motion by Hraban, second by Tatur to approve resolution.               

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: Hauser, Miller, Stout, 

Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Willingham. Resolution adopted 

by roll call vote.  

 

 

ADDENDUM-DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE MOTION 

Purchasing County Squad Cars: Motion by Miller, second by Lieffring to allow the Sheriff’s Department to purchase 3 new cars in 2021 in the intent to barrow an amount 

up to $122,000. Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: 

Miller, Stout, Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Hauser, 

Willingham. Resolution adopted by roll call vote.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-28 DEER TAIL CREEK STREAM AND WATERSHED ASSESSMENT AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION  

WHEREAS, The Rusk County Land & Water Conservation Division is interested in obtaining a cost-share grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for 

the purpose of assessing the quality and condition of lower Deer Tail Creek (as described in the grant application); 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant attests to the validity and veracity of the statements and representations contained in the grant application; 

 

WHEREAS, a grant agreement is requested to carry out the project; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Land & Water Conservation Division will meet the financial obligations necessary to fully and 

satisfactorily complete the project and hereby authorizes and empowers the following employees to submit the following documents to the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources for financial assistance that may be available: 
Task Title of Authorized 

Representative 
Email address and Phone Number 

Sign and submit a grant application 
 

County Conservationist nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us 
(715) 532-2162 

Enter into a grant agreement with the 
DNR 

County Conservationist nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us 
(715) 532-2162 

Submit quarterly and/or final reports to 
the DNR to satisfy the grant agreement, 
as appropriate 

County Conservationist nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us 
(715) 532-2162 

Submit reimbursement request(s) to the 
DNR no later than the date specified in 
the grant agreement 

County Conservationist nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us 
(715) 532-2162 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Land & Water Conservation Committee: S/Stout, McBain, Meyer, Schmitt. 

 

Motion by Stout, second by DuSell to approve resolution.   Resolution adopted by aye vote.             

 

RESOLUTION #20-29 APPROVING 2021 INDIVIDUAL POSITION WAGE ADJUSTMENTS 

 

WHEREAS,  the Rusk County Personnel Committee is assigned the responsibility to recommend annual adjustments to employee compensation, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Personnel Committee has reviewed individual positions and considered current compensation, point factor score, and job duties to determine appropriate 

compensation, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Committee has determined new job classifications and/or wage adjustments for individual positions based on these factors, and 

 

WHEREAS, these adjustments would be funded from budgeted 2021 Contingency funds, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors does approve the recommendation of the Personnel Committee for wage 

adjustments for the following positions 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the adjustments are effective on January 1, 2021 unless otherwise listed. 

 

POSITION                       CURRENT WAGE  NEW WAGE 

WAGE ADJUSTMENTS 

FINANCE 

Finance Acct III (S. Schuelke)    $22.98  $23.37 

 

FORESTRY 

Administrator (J. Koslowski)    $33.42  $35.00 

 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Clerk III (V. Jacobs)     $18.56  $19.39 

Child Support (K. Svoma)     $18.73  $19.57 

 

Economic Support Lead (S. Mansky)   $18.84  $19.68 

Economic Support Specialist (K. Dantzman)    $18.84  $19.68 

mailto:nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us
mailto:nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us
mailto:nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us
mailto:nstadnyk@ruskcountywi.us
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Public Health Nurse (A. Weinert)    $26.26  $28.60     

LCDD - LAND INFORMATION 

Clerical Aide      $10.98  $11.20 

 

SHERIFF 

Jail Administrator (G. Murray)   $28.17  $28.67 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Personnel Committee: S/Hanson, Stout, Hraban, Willingham, Dobrowolski. 

 

Motion by Hanson, second by Miller to approve resolution.               

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 17. Voting no – 1. Voting yes: Stout, Tatur, 

Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Hauser, Miller, Willingham. Voting no: Rathsack. 

Resolution adopted by roll call vote.   

 

RESOLUTION #20-30 APPROVING 2021 EMPLOYEE WAGE ADJUSTMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Rusk County Personnel Committee is assigned the responsibility to recommend annual adjustments to employee compensation, and 

 

WHEREAS, after consulting with the Finance Committee concerning budgeting parameters and considering competitive wages within the marketplace the Personnel 

Committee is recommending a two phase wage adjustment to be applied in the first pay period of January 2021 and the first pay period of July 2021. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors does approve the recommendation of the Personnel Committee for a pay increase 

according to the following: 

     January 1  July 1 

DEPARTMENT HEADS                 1%   1% 

ALL OTHER EMPLOYEES  .5%   .5% 

 -except those covered under union contract, contracted positions, elected officials, temporary, seasonal, limited term, or those covered by specific resolution (which are 

EMT, First Responder, Deputy ME, Board & Committee Member per diems).  

The January 1 pay increase shall also not apply to those positions/individuals covered by Resolution #20-29“2021 INDIVIDUAL POSITION WAGE 

ADJUSTMENTS”. 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Personnel Committee: S/Hanson, Stout, Hraban, Willingham, Dobrowolski. 

 

Motion by Hraban, second by Lieffring to approve resolution.               

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 14. Voting no – 3. Voting yes: Tatur, Lieffring, 

McBain, Schneider, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Willingham.  Voting no:  Pedersen, DuSell, Rathsack. Meyer 

abstains. Resolution adopted by roll call vote.   

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Announced by Chair for County Forest Land Acquisition 

 

For Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 

bargaining reasons require a closed session. Wis. Stats.  19.85 (1) (e) 

 

Motion by Schneider, second by McBain to enter closed session. Roll call vote. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting Yes: DuSell, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, 

Tatur, Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, Willingham.  

 

Closed session at 8:20 p.m. 

 

Open session at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-31 RUSK COUNTY FOREST LAND ACQUISITION TOWN OF BIG BEND 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Rusk County, Wisconsin, That  

 

WHEREAS, the Forestry Committee would like to purchase the below described lands consisting of 600 +/- acres within Rusk County, parts of Sections 13, 14 and 

24,Town of Big Bend , Rusk County Wisconsin;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of establishing County Forest Land pursuant to ss. 28.10 Wis. Stats; and 

 

WHEREAS, the acquisition policy and boundaries are outlined and defined in Chapter 400 of the Rusk County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as approved for 

years 2021-2035 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors on November 10, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, , acquisition of this property will perpetually provide forest products to our local economy, revenues to the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the 

public, and improve property administration on the County Forest; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County is eligible to apply for grant funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant program pursuant to ss. 23.0953 Wis. Stats; and 

 

WHEREAS,  said funding may provide funding for up to 50% of the acquisition price; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS that the County requests the grant funding available from the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under the “Knowles – Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition grant program; and 

 

HEREBY AUTHORIZES Jeremy Koslowski to act on behalf of Rusk County to: submit an application to the State of Wisconsin for land acquisition grant funding; sign 

documents; and take necessary action to undertake, direct, and complete an approved land acquisition project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rusk County will comply with State rules for the program and meet the financial obligations under the grant. 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Forestry Committee: S/Schneider, Lieffring, DuSell, Rathsack, Biller. 

 

Motion by DuSell, second by Tatur to approve resolution.               

 

Roll call vote. Youth members voting yes – 2. Youth members voting no – 0. Voting yes: Rands, Knoll. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting yes: Lieffring, McBain, 

Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Brown, DuSell, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, Willingham. Resolution 

adopted by roll call vote.  

 

RESOLUTION #20-32 2021 COUNTY FOREST VARIABLE ACREAGE SHARE PAYMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, Counties having lands entered as “County Forest Lands” under the provisions of s.s. 28.11 (4) (b) of the WISCONSIN STATUTES, annually receive from 

the state as a non-interest bearing loan, the amount of preservation and maintenance of such lands; and 
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WHEREAS, , said loan monies are repaid through a 20% Severance tax on timber sales revenue coming from County Forest Lands unless a higher rate is mutually agreed 

to by the County and Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 28.11 (8) (b) 1. enacted in 1979 make it possible for the County at its option to receive instead of the payment based on 10 cents per 

acre, a payment more closely related to meeting the needs identified in its County Forest 15 Year Plan on the basis of  $.50 cents per acre. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we the Rusk County Board of Supervisors in consideration of meeting the needs identified in our County Forest 15 Year 

Plan hereby request the Department of Natural Resources to provide the 2021 payment to the County under s.s. 28.11 (8) (b) 1. on the basis of $.50 cents for each acre of 

our County Forest Lands, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to file this request with the Department of Natural Resources prior to December 31 

preceding the year in which said payment is being requested to be made. 

 

Submitted by Rusk County Forestry Committee: S/Schneider, Lieffring, DuSell, Rathsack, Biller. 

 

Motion by Lieffring, second by Schneider to approve resolution. Resolution adopted by aye vote. 

 

 

DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE MOTION 
 

Forestry 2021 Annual Work Plan: Motion by Pedersen, second by McBain to approve the 2021 Forestry Work Plan. Motion carried by aye vote.  

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Announced by Chair for consultation with legal counsel regarding DWD litigation 

 

Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in 

which it is or is likely to become involved. WI Stats 19.85(1)(g).  

 

Motion by Rathsack, second by Hraban to enter closed session. Roll call vote. Voting yes – 18. Voting no – 0. Voting Yes: DuSell, Rathsack, Hauser, Miller, Stout, Tatur, 

Lieffring, McBain, Pedersen, Schneider, Meyer, Schmitt, Dobrowolski, Hanson, Untershuetz, Hraban, Willingham. 

 

Closed session at 9:14 p.m. 

 

Open session at 9:49 p.m. 

 

Motion by Pedersen, second by McBain to approve the settlement as discussed in closed session. Motion carried 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Lieffring, second by McBain to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 

Next meeting January 26th, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Loren Beebe, Rusk County Clerk 

  


