
 

Minutes prepared by: 
Connie Meyer, Rusk County Clerk 
Jill Buchholz-Jones, Chief Deputy Clerk  

 
 
 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                                               
Meeting called to order by Chairman Kalepp at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Roll Call: Quorum Present (19 Present: 0 Absent) 
Present: Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith Jacobson, 
Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, Kurt Gorsegner, John 
Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Brian Coggins, Lois Goode and Dan Gudis  
 
Others Present: A. Heath, J. Wilk, C. Meyer, A. Gudis, J. Buchholz-Jones, R. Summerfield, 
E. Webster, L. Jennerman, R. Tatur, N. Stadnyk, S. Rohe, N. Robinson, J. Bugbee, T. Arts, T. 
Carillon, T. Engel, J. Hetchler, M. Huhn, M. Kron, D. Flater, T. Lybert, B. Uhren, D. Moore, R. 
Gulich, L. Baltrusis, T. Inman-Stoker, S. Brinker, A. Brinker, G. Olson, S. Sorenson, C. Sorenson, R. 
Barfknecht and C. Rudnick.  
 
INVOCATION  
Invocation led by Supervisor District # 9 Phil Unterschuetz   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Pledge of Allegiance led by Supervisor District # 18 Mike Russell 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 22, 2024 
Motion by Cudo, seconded by Russell to approve the minutes from October 22, 2024. Motion carried.    
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith 
Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, 
Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Dan 
Gudis 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Phil Grassmann and Erin Webster spoke about agenda items. 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
John Kalepp, Rusk County Chair Recognized the Resolution of Commendation for Rusk County 
Treasurer Verna Nielsen 
 
John Kalepp, Rusk County Chair Recognized the David G. Meissner Award for Public-Private 
Cooperation 2024 Recipient: Rusk County and Oakleaf Clinics 
 
READING OF THE 2025 BUDGET – 9:15 AM 
Finance Chair, John Kalepp read the Rusk County 2025 Budget Proposal Summary at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
November 12, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. 

RUSK COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER LEC BOARD ROOM 
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PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 2025 BUDGET – 9:30 AM 
CeCe Rudnick, Deb Flater, Tony Engel, Troy Lybert, Candance Sorenson and Erin Webster spoke 
about the 2025 Budget.  
Public Hearing Closed at 10:05 a.m.  
 
Resolution 62-24  
Adopt 2025 Budget and 2024 Property Tax Levy to be Collected in 2025 
Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/ Terry Wedwick 
Motion by Unterschuetz, seconded by Meyer to approve the resolution to adopt 2025 Budget and 2024 Property Tax 
Levy to be Collected in 2025 as amended.  Motion carried.  
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith Jacobson, 
Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom 
Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Dan Gudis - No:  Alec Hampton, Phil 
Unterschuetz, Jim Meyer 
 
Motion by Schneider, seconded by Willingham to remove 447,999.00 from general budget and add the following 
amounts to the specific budget line items: (see below) 

1. Property Lines – Increase of $56,797 to be allocated towards these lines 

a. Increase Line 114 to $145,237. 

b. Increase Line 151 to $30,438.   

c. Increase Line 152 to $23,618 

d. Increase Line 154 to $89,780.00 
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e. Increase Line 156 to $11,491 

2. Land Records Division to increase of $69,276 to be allocated towards lines 

a. Increase Line 112 to $51,843 

b. Increase Line 151 to $7848 

c. Increase Line 152 to $7130 

d. Increase Line 154 to $20449 

e. Increase Line 156 to $1734 

3. IT Increase of $85790 to be allocated towards lines 

a. Increase line 111 to $67459 

b. Increase Line 151 to $14050 

c. Increase Line 152 to $12765 

d. Increase Line 154 to $25100 

e. Increase Line 156 to 314 

4. Jail Increase of $81136 to be allocated towards the following lines 

a. Increase Line 117 to $50133 

b. Increase Line 151 to $94376 

c. Increase Line 152 to 134025 

d. Increase Line 154 to 270051 

e. Increase Line 156 to $28918 

5. Highway Increase of $95,000 to be allocated towards the following lines 

a. Increase Line 53310 to $1977273 

6. HHS increase of $600,000 to be allocated towards the following lines 

a. Increase Line 111 to $180,600.00 

Motion carried.  

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 

Results tallied - Yes:  Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith Jacobson, 

Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom 

Hanson, Dave Willingham - No:  Alec Hampton, Phil Unterschuetz, Jim Meyer, Lois Goode, Mike 

Russell, Dan Gudis 

 

Motion by Unterschuetz to amend the 1st amendment by 50% the Rusk County Board Chair Kalepp has called this 

item out of order.  

 

Motion by Cudo, seconded by Russell to reconsider the previous amendment. Motion carried.  

RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 

Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Terry Wedwick, Keith Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, 

Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Jim Meyer, John Kalepp, Lois Goode, Mike Russell - No:  Jerry 

Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Phil Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Dave Willingham, 

Dan Gudis 

 

Motion by Unterschuetz, seconded by Hampton to reduce all budget amendments by 50%. Motion failed. 

RESULT: Failed on Majority Vote of Members Present 

Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Terry Wedwick, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Jim Meyer, 

John Kalepp, Lois Goode, Mike Russell, Dan Gudis - No:  Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, 

Keith Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Dave 

Willingham 

 



 

Minutes prepared by: 
Connie Meyer, Rusk County Clerk 
Jill Buchholz-Jones, Chief Deputy Clerk  

Motion by Wedwick, seconded by Cudo to decrease Budget Line – 100-22-52112-531 out of county jail expense 
from $225,000.00 to $150,00.00. Motion carried. 
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith 
Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Jim Meyer, Kurt 
Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Dan Gudis - No:  Phil 
Schneider, Mike Russell 
 
Motion by Wedwick, seconded by Hampton to amend Animal Shelter Budget Line - 100-41-47340-000 to remove 
$63,934.00 of the City Share from the Animal Shelter Budget. Motion carried.  
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith 
Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, 
Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Dan 
Gudis 
 
Recess at 11:39 a.m.  

Reconvene at 11:50 a.m.  

 

Resolution  
Amendment to Ad Hoc Interviewing Committee Ordinance 
Submitted by Rusk County Personnel Committee: S/ Sherry Wallace, Mike Russell and Jim Meyer 
Motion by Willingham, seconded by Russell to approve the resolution for mental health services and funding 
allocations.  
 
Motion by Willingham, seconded by Unterschuetz to postpone indefinitely resolutions 2(amendment to Ad Hoc 
Interviewing Committee Ordinance),3 (Changes to Chapter 4 of the Rusk County Personnel Handbook: 
Recruitment-Selection-Affirmative Action),4(Approve Changes to Chapter 8 – Payroll of the Financial Procedure 
Manual) & 5(Changes to Rusk County Personnel Handbook Chapter 2). Motion carried. 
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil 

Unterschuetz, Phil Schneider, Kurt Gorsegner, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Dan 

Gudis - No:  Jerry Biller, Terry Wedwick, Keith Jacobson, Brian Coggins, Jim Meyer, John Kalepp, 

Mike Russell 

 
Resolution  
Changes to Chapter 4 of the Rusk County Personnel Handbook: Recruitment-Selection-Affirmative 
Action 
Submitted by Rusk County Personnel Committee: S/ Sherry Wallace, Mike Russell and Jim Meyer 
 
Resolution 
Approve Changes to Chapter 8 – Payroll of the Financial Procedure Manual 
Submitted by Rusk County Finance Committee: S/ John Kalepp, Jim Meyer, Brian Coggins, Phil 
Unterschuetz and Terry Wedwick. 
 
Resolution  
Changes to Rusk County Personnel Handbook Chapter 2  
Submitted by Rusk County Personnel Committee: S/ Sherry Wallace, Mike Russell, Jim Meyer. 
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION  
Acceptance of the PSAP/NG 911 Grant – Jail Captain Murray gave a presentation on current state 
of Equipment, ATT NG911 Service Provider, NG911 Status in Wisconsin, Grant Details for 911 
Replacement, Emergency Medical Dispatch and Maintenance costs going forward.  
 
Motion by Russell, seconded by Cudo to acceptance of the PSAP/NG 911 Grant as amended. Motion carried.  
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith 
Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, 
Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Dan 
Gudis 
 
Motion by Goode, seconded by Hampton to have all allocated cost be paid out of the sheriff department budget in 
2026. Motion carried. 
RESULT: Passed by Majority Vote of Members Present 
Results tallied - Yes:  Alec Hampton, Jerry Biller, Kathy Halbur, John Moore, Terry Wedwick, Keith 
Jacobson, Suzanne Vohs, Tom Cudo, Phil Unterschuetz, Brian Coggins, Phil Schneider, Jim Meyer, 
Kurt Gorsegner, John Kalepp, Tom Hanson, Lois Goode, Dave Willingham, Mike Russell, Dan 
Gudis 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT - Next County Board meeting is December 3, 2024 @ 6pm for training and 
December 17, 2024 @ 6pm for training and regular board meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Biller, seconded by Moore to adjourn at 12:44 p.m. Motion carried by Voice Vote.  




















































