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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

December 13, 2024 

Law Enforcement Center – County Board Room 

Rusk County Courthouse 

 

Staff Present: Yvonne Johnson (Zoning Administrator) 

          Jill Buchholz-Jones (Chief Deputy Clerk) 

          Nick Stadnyk (Director Land Conservation and Development)  

  

Roll Call Board Present:  [X] Robert Lorkowski   

   [X] Thomas Meisner  [X] Betsy Patterson (Alternate) 

   [X] Robert Nelson  

 

Public Present: Susan Mayer, Malissa Turner, Brandon Turner and Fred Severson  

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Chair Meisner at 9:11 a.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Chair Meisner. 

 

Board of Adjustment members introduced themselves.  

 

Compliance of Open Meeting Laws – Notice: Buchholz-Jones stated the notice of public hearing and agendas were 

posted per the requirements of a Class (2) notice.  

• Three locations in the Township of Big Bend. 

• Three locations in the Rusk County Courthouse. 

• The landowner/applicant, and town clerk were notified by certified mail.  

• Neighboring property owners within 500’ were notified in the mail. 

• Notice was published in the Ladysmith Newspaper on November 27 and December 4. 

• DNR was notified by email, which is there preferred method.  

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Lorkowski, seconded by Patterson to approve agenda as written. Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Patterson, seconded by Nelson to approve January 11, 2024 and August 28, 2024 

minutes as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Review Tobie’s Appeals, Briefs and Decisions: Board of Adjustment members discussed the appeals, briefs and 

decision from the Tobie’s case.  

 

Chair Meisner recessed the Board of Adjustment meeting to open a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Call to order: Public Hearing opened at 9:30 a.m. by Chair Meisner.  

 

Voting Members will be Robert Lorkowski, Thomas Meisner and Robert Nelson   

 

9:30 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING – A variance request to section 50-188 (3) (c) to allow a house and garage 

within 30 feet of the town road right of way and section 50-188 (5) to allow the house within 10-foot side yard.  

 

Testimony: 

• Malissa Turner- Applicant and Brandon Turner stated this cabin was her grandfathers and the basement 

foundation is caving in. When the resort sold the property lot lines had been moved. Which is making it very 

difficult to build or fix anything. Malissa is looking to take down what is there right now and build a new 

structure in the same location as the current cabin. She also stated it has gotten worse sense it has been stuck 
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in probate so no work could have been done. She showed documentations and explained on a map where the 

cabin sits, the lot lines, the drive way and what they plan to do.  

 

• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided testimony, alternative solutions, photos of the submit 

property, and department findings. Zoning department recommends that the Board approve the variance.  

 

• Other interested party – DNR emailed Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator and stated it is not a 

shoreland issue so they would not be commenting.  

 

Site Visit: No site visit needed 

 

Additional Testimony – No additional testimony.  

 

Public Hearing: Closed at 9:53 a.m.    

Chair Meisner closed the public hearing at 9:53 a.m.   

 

Meeting reconvened: at 9:54 a.m.     

Board members review file, the board votes by paperwork.   

 

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0  

Unique Property Limitations: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0    

  Harm to Public Interest: 

   Yes: 0  No: 3  

 

Motion by Lorkowski, seconded by Nelson to grant variance with no special conditions applied. Motion carried.  

 

Other Business: Discussed setting up a training session in February 2025.  

 

Motion by Nelson seconded by Lorkowski to adjourn meeting at 10:10 a.m. Motion carried.  


