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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

June 17, 2021 

Law Enforcement Center 

Rusk County Courthouse 

 

 
Staff Present: Yvonne Johnson (Zoning Administrator) 

Colleen Schott (Zoning Technician)  

 

Roll Call Board Present: [X] Robert Lorkowski  [X] Stanley Kromrey (Alternate) 

    [X] Thomas Meisner  [X] Betsy Patterson (Alternate) in at 10:08 am 

    [  ] Robert Nelson -Excused   

 

Public Present:  None  

 

Public Present by Phone: Leonard Borgen (Applicants/Landowners) 

 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order at 10:01 a.m. by Chair Meisner. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Kromrey, second by Lorkowski to approve to agenda. Motion carried by aye vote. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Lorkowski, second by Kromrey to approve minutes from September 4, 2019.  Motion 

carried by aye vote. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Call to order:  Public Hearing opened at 9:05 a.m. by Chair Meisner. 

 

Compliance of Open Meeting Laws - Notice:  Johnson stated the notice of public hearing and agenda were posted per 

the requirements of a Class (2) notice. 

• Three locations in the Township of Stubbs. 

• Three locations in the Rusk County Courthouse. 

• The landowner/applicant, and town clerk were notified by certified mail. DNR was notified through email. 

• Neighboring property owners within 500’ were notified by first class mail. 

• Notice was published in the Ladysmith Newspaper on May 27th and June 3rd.  

 

Purpose of Public Hearing: Chair Meisner stated the reason for the Board of Adjustment. Kromrey appointed as voting 

member. Telephone participant introduced himself. Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, explained that board does 

meet jurisdictional requirements 

 

Testimony:   

• Leonard Borgen, applicant, provided testimony regarding the variance request and explained would like to put on 

a 75’ x 30’ building. There are no issues with side lot. Applicant included a map and letter.  

• Board questions and discussion on structure and setbacks. 

• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided board members with department findings and testimony. 

Johnson provided board members with photos of property and neighboring properties. Johnson explained existing 

building development.  

• Kromrey asked questions about the 61’ setback from the lake. 

• Borgen stated he would put on a camper for a couple of years before building the home. 

• Johnson explained that setback averaging does not apply. And explained history of the property along with map 

from 2009 where there was a building site. 

• Johnson read letter from the DNR. 
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• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided board members with department findings and testimony. 

 

Site Visit:  Board made a joint decision to go on the site. 

 

Adjourned: 9:45 a.m. 

 

Reconvened: 10:58 a.m. 

 

Additional Testimony: Kromrey asked about a walk out basement and lake vegetation. Kromrey does not approve of 

having the walk out basement. Johnson’s recommendation is to approve the variance application without the walkout 

basement. a specific setback distance of 70’ from the ordinary high-water mark and 48’ from the center of the town road. 

Discussion on setback distance and constructed home not a mobile home. 

 

Public Hearing: Closed at 11:02 a.m. 

 

Meeting Opened:  11:03 a.m. 

 

 Motion by Nelson, second by Lorkowski to close public hearing.  

 

Board members reviewed board vote paperwork. 

 

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship:   

Yes: 3 No: 0  

   

                       Unique Property Limitations:  

Yes: 3 No: 0 

 

                       Harm to Public Interest:  

Yes: 0 No: 3 

 

Motion by Kromrey, second by Lorkowski to approve variance with special conditions applied: no walkout basement; 

house plans to be submitted prior to building; no deck on lakeside; first floor to be level with road; setback of 66’ from the 

lake; setback of 40’ from center of town road; keep in compliance with all Zoning requirements. Motion carried. 

 

Adjourned: Motion by Kromrey, second by Lorkowski to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 

11:45 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Colleen Schott: Zoning Technician 

Minutes completed: 7/8/2021 

 


