What is the Judicial Privacy Act?

2023 Wisconsin Act 235
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« Enacted March 27, 2024, BUT effective April, 2025

« Establishes privacy protections for judicial officers and
a procedure for a judicial officer to complete a written
request for protection of the personal information of
the judicial officer and the judicial officer's immediate

family.
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“Judicial officer” means a person who currently is or who formerly was
any of the following:

A supreme court justice.

A court of appeals judge.

A circuit court judge.

A municipal judge.

A tribal judge.

A temporary or permanent reserve judge.

A circuit, supplemental, or municipal court commissioner.
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The exemption only applies to “personal information” identified in a “written

request.”

Any such personal information is exempt from the WPRL.

Further, any such personal information is prohibited from being publicly posted or

displayed as publicly available content.

*  “Publicly post or display” means to intentionally communicate or otherwise
make available to the general public.

«  “Publicly available content” means any written, printed, or electronic
document or record that provides information or that serves as a document
or record maintained, controlled, or in the possession of a government
agency that may be obtained by any person or entity, from the internet, from
the government agency upon request either free of charge or for a fee, orin
response to a public records request under ch. 19.



Under Act 235, “personal information” means any of the following with regard to a judicial officer or any immediate
family member of a judicial officer, but does not include information regarding employment with a government agency:
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a home address.

a home or personal mobile telephone number.

a personal email address.

a social security number, driver’s license number, federal tax identification number, or state tax identification
number.

a bank account or credit or debit card information (except as required under Wis. Stat. ch. 11).

A license plate number or other unique identifiers of a vehicle owned, leased, or regularly used by a judicial
officer or an immediate family member of a judicial officer.

the identification of children under the age of 18 of a judicial officer or an immediate family member of a
judicial officer.

the full date of birth.

marital status.
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The exemption only applies to

* a judicial officer if such judicial officer actually
submits a written request that his or her personal
information be withheld from public access; and

immediate family members covered by the written
request




Judicial Officer must submit a written request, which must:

a. be made on a form prescribed by the Director of State Courts;
b. specify what personal information must be maintained as private; and

c. disclose the identity of the judicial officer’s immediate family and indicate that the
personal information of these family members shall also be excluded to the
extent that it could reasonably be expected to reveal personal information of the

judicial officer.

Note: the submission of the written request itself must also be treated as confidential.

“Immediate Family” includes any of the following: (1) a judicial officer’s spouse; (2) a minor child of the judicial officer or of the judicial officer’s spouse,
including a foster child, or an adult child of the judicial officer or of the judicial officer’s spouse whose permanent residence is with the judicial officer; (3)
a parent of the judicial officer or the judicial officer’s spouse; and (4) any other person who resides at the judicial officer’s residence.
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Judicial officer must also do any one of the following:

a. send the written request directly to a government agency, person, data broker, business,
or association;

b. if the Director of State Courts has a policy and procedure for a judicial officer to file the
written request with the Director of State Court’s office to notify government agencies,
send the written request to the Director of State Courts; or

c. a representative from the judicial officer's employer may submit a written request on the
judicial officer’s behalf, provided that the judicial officer has given written consent to the
representative and provided that the representative agrees to furnish a copy of that
consent when the written request is made. The representative shall submit the written
request as provided in 2.a. or 2.b. The Act requires the Director of State Courts to provide
the appropriate officer of a government agency a copy of list of judicial officers requesting
protection pursuant to 2.b. each quarter of every calendar year.
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Request is valid for 10 years or until the judicial officer’s
death, whichever is first.
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Notwithstanding a judicial officer’'s submission of a written request, a government agency
may release a judicial officer’'s personal information under any of the following
circumstances:

1. As required in response to a court order;

2. If a judicial officer or immediate family member of the judicial officer consents to
the release of his or her own personal information; or

3. If the judicial officer provides the government agency consent to release the
personal information. Wis. Stat. § 757.07(4)(e)2. Note: an immediate family
member may only consent to the release of his or her own personal information
and not the personal information of the judicial officer. Such consent must be
provided on a form prescribed by the Director of State Courts.
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Further, a government agency is permitted to provide access to records
containing personal information of a judicial officer to a third party if the
third party satisfies any one of the following criteria:

1. The third party possesses a signed consent document, as provided
under Wis. Stat. § 757.07(4)(e);

2. The third party is subject to the requirements of 15 USC 6801, et
seq.; or

3. The third party executes a confidentiality agreement with the
government agency.
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The register of deeds shall shield from disclosure and keep confidential
documents containing information covered by a written request of a judicial
officer under s. 757.07, if the judicial officer specifically identifies the
document number of any document to be shielded under this subsection.
This subsection applies only to electronic images of documents
specifically identified by a judicial officer as covered by a written request under
s. 757.07. The Register of Deeds may allow access to a document subject to
protection under this subsection only if the judicial officer consents to the
access or access is otherwise permitted as provided under s. 757.07(4)(e).
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« Any provider of a “public-facing land records website” is required to
establish a process for judicial officers and immediate family members of
judicial officers to opt out from the display and search functions of their
names on the provider’s public-facing land records website. Wis. Stat. §
757.07(4m)(b).

* For example, this requirement would apply to a county GIS website that
allows the public to search property tax bills and the like.

* The intent of the Act as evidenced by the plain statutory language appears
to be that no information is retrieved if a person searches the name of a
judicial officer who opted out.




