
RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES 

 

DATE: September 9, 2025 

ROLL CALL:  Phil Schneider, Alec Hampton, Kathy Halbur, Kurt Gorsegner 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Nick Stadnyk 

Open Session:  Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am 

Public Comment:  None 

Next Meeting Date: Monday, November 10, 2025 at 8:00 am 

Minutes:  Motion by Hampton, seconded by Gorsegner to approve the minutes from July 8, 2025.  Motion carried. 

Payment Approval Report: Motion by Hampton, seconded by Halbur to approve payment approval reports 
from August and September as presented.  Motion carried. 

Agency Reports 

Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger introduced James Doss as the new MRP-APHIS.  
Zesiger asked for approval of the 2026 wildlife damage budget.  Motion by Hampton, seconded by 
Gorsegner to approve the 2026 wildlife damage budget as presented.  Motion carried.   

Presented the 2026 crop prices for field corn and soybeans.  Motion by Hampton, seconded by Gorsegner to 
approve 2026 crop prices as presented.  Motion carried.   

Requested to set the 2026 crop reimbursement date.  Motion by Gorsegner, seconded by Halbur to set the 
crop reimbursement date to December 20, 2025. Motion carried.   

Zesiger asked for approval of the 2026 wildlife damage budget.  Motion by Hampton, seconded by 
Gorsegner to approve the 2026 wildlife damage budget as presented.  Motion carried. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service Report:  Besasie reported that FY25 roundup for Rusk 
County is 28 contracts.  For FY26 the Farm Bill will be expiring and there has no information on 
renewal.  They are on a hiring freeze and there have been a lot of internal transfers to cover.  As of 
October 1, Besasie will be relocating and Amanda Peters will be the new local contact. 

Farm Service Agency Report. Besasie reported that everyone for our area retired so the Barron 
staff has been covering on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Land Conservation and Development Department. N. Stadnyk reported that zoning has issued 
258 land use permits, 76 Sanitary permits and 384 RV permits.  Land info issued 9 addresses last 
month.  N. Stadnyk worked with the community garden on the Flambeau Farm Fun event and 
reported that the bus tour was a big success.  Will work with Halbur over the winter to plan next 
years event.  The bat house presentation at the farmers’ market has had a lot of interest.  The 
department has been working on a book about native plant for rain gardens, buffer restorations and 
pollinator habitats that different groups are interested in.  



Discussion and Possible Motion 

Animal Waste Storage Applications: N. Stadnyk reviewed the reapplication for Four Mile LLP.  
Conditions remain the same as previously presented.  Motion by Hampton, seconded by Gorsegner to 
approve the animal waste storage reapplication from Four Mile LLP.  Motion carried. 

Out of County Travel:  N. Stadnyk requested out of county travel to Rice Lake, Lake responds to 
climate change seminar.  Motioned by Gorsegner, seconded by Hampton to approve out of county travel.  Motion 
carried. 

Project Reimbursement Approvals: N. Stadnyk presented the project reimbursements for 
contracts LW08-25, LW11-25, LW13-25, SP09-23, SP12-23, SP18-23, SP12-24, SP26-24. Motioned by 
Hampton, seconded by Gorsegner to approve the project reimbursements as presented.  Motion carried. 

Budget Review: N. Stadnyk reviewed monthly budget reports. Explained the purpose of reports 
and contents.  Budgets are at or below expenditures for 2025.  2026 budget will have quite a bit 
more for staffing/support. 

Staffing Updates:  N. Stadnyk reported that the Zoning Administrator and Engineer both retired at 
the end of July.  J. Runstrom is helping with the day to day operations but need to get an interim 
administrator until the position is filled. 

Lea Lake Wild Rice Rehabilitation Project: N. Stadnyk stated scheduling a public meeting for 
next week to discuss the project.  Would like to start the drawdown for the lake on September 18.  
The lake will need to be brought down 3 ft which will kill the perennial aquatic plants that compete 
with the rice.  Motioned by Hampton, seconded by Gorsegner to approve the Lea Lake wild rice rehabilitation 
project.  Motion carried. 

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 9:10 am.  Motion carried. 

Minutes prepared by Heather Ellis 

 

 

 


