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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:01 pm 
Wednesday, September 21, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, John Kalepp 
(absent), Jerry Biller (absent) Allen Rathsack  
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester, Jake Moore – Forester, 
Derek Jochimsen – DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, John Runstrom – LWC, Ashley Heath – Admin Coordinator 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell and second by Schneider to approve July 20th, 2022 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Leaf it to Rusk weekend – ATV-guided rides 

• Rusk Riders Brat feed at Bucks trailhead 
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Josie creek campground high bacteria count in water supply  
o DNR assisting with chlorination of the system 
o Recommendation to replace tank and update/replace water supply system 
o Well replacement if the issue continues 

• Presentation on County F Parking Lot project – project is complete 

• Weirgor ATV Trail  
o Shaping of south section has been completed 

▪ 21 culverts installed  
▪ Utilization of material found onsite vs trucking in from gravel pits for culvert installation  
▪ Purchased culverts from Highway Dept. for cost savings  
▪ Erosion control work completed by parks staff  
▪ Touchup work will be done right before freeze-up 
▪ Highway to haul gravel in during the winter months  
▪ 100’ bridge over Weirgor will need to be bid out this winter  

o Touched up north section  

• Update from ORV funding meetings  
o Approximately $78K for snowmobile bridge approved 
o Additional funding added to Weirgor trail grant due to increased costs 
 

Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• $2M received for timber sales  

• Futurewood  
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o Finished Betty Lake road sales 
o Cutting on Felix Rd  

• County Forest Products  
o Townline road sale – cutting lots of white oak logs 

• Strzok Logging 
o Cutting on Slack Road 
o Opened up a couple of new sales, Ski Trail, Betty Lake Road 
o Continuing to haul old timber from sales 
o Meeting with operators regarding upholding contract and expectations  

• Peter Kron 
o Finished Pine Sale near North Bucks Lake Rd  

• Discussion regarding timber sales regarding log vs pulp wood values 

• Establishment 
o On schedule for 3000 acres of sales 
o 13 sales in spring 
o 12 sales this fall  
o 1000 acres to be marked this fall for new sale establishment  

 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• Introduction of Jake Moore – Forester  

• WCFA budget meeting update 
o 96% of WCFA revenue is collected from County Dues 

• DNR Partnership meeting  
o Discussed any issues, concerns, needs, time standards, etc.  
o Minutes were shared with the committee regarding discussions held  
o Discussed logger contracts, oak shelterwood, prescribed burns, regeneration 

 
Public Lads AdHoc Committee Updates 
Three meetings have been scheduled at this point. John Rustom sectioned 26 areas of the blue hills area and the 
Clubs are marking maps for the October meeting.  

 
Public Lands AdHoc Committee – Replacement Appointment of Forestry Committee Representative:  
Discussion regarding asking John Kalepp regarding  
 
Motion by DuSell and second by Rathsack to offer the appointment to John Kalepp to the AdHoc committee. If 
John refuses the appointment of Schneider to the AdHoc committee; Motion carried.  
 
Revisit Purchase of Skid Steer Mower:  
Discussion regarding property committee rejection of purchase of the mower approved by Forestry Committee. 
Rathsack suggested hiring out the mowing projects. DuSell requested a breakdown of the cost of the skid steer 
rental, staff hours, and maintenance of the mower versus the cost of hiring for mower services. Rathsack 
requested a breakdown of the total costs to be presented to the property committee. Committee discussed 
options to mow the hunter walking trails this calendar year. The mower was to be purchased with habitat 
funding versus using levy funds.  
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DuSell requests that motion from the July meeting be returned to Property Committee for purchase.  
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Schneider to forward to Property Committee the purchase of a mower up to 
$10,000.00; Motion Carried.  
 
Campground Rates: 
Current rates are $23 per night at all campgrounds. DuSell would like a comparison of campground fees. To be 
added to the October agenda for discussion.  
 
Josie Creek Dump Station Fees: 
$5 dump fee currently. There are automated systems available as an investment. To be added to the October 
agenda for discussion. 
 
Shooting Range Fee: 
Currently, no fee to utilize. $15K was invested into the updated berms. New shooting benches and shelters have 
been installed as well. To be added to the October agenda for discussion. 
 
Direct Sale Approval: 
Roger Hoyt expressed interest in the Ash sale near Lea Lake 
Motion by Rathsack, Second by Schneider to accept the direct sale of Ash sale near Lea Lake.  
 
Discussion regarding trash removal from the warming shelter area. A community member has been doing clean-
up and requesting to dispose of trash into campground dumpsters. The staff has concerns about utilizing 
campground waste management for clubs and trail usage.  
 
Out-of-County Travel: 
WCFA Budget Committee, Merrill – Jeremy Koslowski  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Rathsack to approve out-of-county travel; Motion carried  
 
Review 2023 Budget: 
Discussion regarding the 2023 budget. The finance committee has requested to pull out of the 0% interest loan 
that is approved by the forestry committee.  
 
Budget Review: 
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by DuSell, second by Schneider to approve the July and August AP report; Motion carried. 
 
Jeremy Koslowski handed out his official resignation effective October 7, 2022.  
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m. Motion carried. 
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The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 19th at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 

 


