
RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

DATE: September 10th, 2024 
ROLL CALL: A. HAMPTON, K. GORSEGNER, P. SCHNEIDER 
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. FISCHER, A. HEATH, S. ZESIGER 
 
Open Session:  Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:17 am. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, November 19th, 2024 at 8:00 am. 
 
Minutes: Hampton/Gorsegner motion to approve minutes from July 16th. Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report: Hampton/Gorsegner motion to approve payment approval reports from 
August & September. Motion carried. 
 

Agency Reports  
 

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger presented the 2024 crop prices for field corn and soybeans. 

Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve 2024 crop prices as presented. Motion carried. Requested to 

set the 2024 crop reimbursement date. Gorsegner/Hampton motion to set the crop reimbursement 

date to December 20th, 2024. Zesiger asked for approval of the 2025 wildlife damage budget. A 4% COLA 

increase was adjusted from the 2024 budget. Hampton/Gorsegner motion to approve the 2025 wildlife 

damage budget as presented. Motion carried. Zesiger noted ~130 bears have been trapped this year 

with the highest numbers being moved in August. UDSA-APHIS will be assisting the LCD with beaver 

control using levelers on Turner’s pond. 

NRCS Report: No report presented. 

FSA Report: No report presented. 

Land Conservation & Development Department: Fischer reported on behalf of Zoning. Land use permits 

have decreased overall since last year. Working with land owners in McCann Shores to permit RV’s 

moving forward and assign fire numbers. Sanitary permits are comparative to last year. 

 

Discussion and Possible Motion 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications: Stadnyk reviewed the reapplication for Four Mile LLP. A discussion 
was held about the application. Conditions remain the same as previously presented. 
Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve the animal waste storage reapplication from Four Mile LLP. 
Motion carried. 
 
Out of County Travel: No out of county travel. 
 
Move Recycling Coordinator Position to LWCD: Stadnyk updated the committee on the status of 
moving the recycling position into the LWCD. A proposal was made to look into the hiring of a part-time 



position for a Recycling Coordinator. Recommendations were made to send the proposal to personnel. 
Hampton/Schneider motion to send the proposal of hiring a part-time employee (minimum of 10 hours 
per week) for the Recycling Coordinator to Personnel. Motion carried. 
 
Shoreland Program Contracts: Stadnyk provided a list of landowners who have committed to shoreland 
projects. This year, approximately 45 landowners showed interest in the shoreland protection program 
and worked with Stadnyk. 
 
Lea Lake Drawdown: Stadnyk stated the drawdown of Lea Lake will take place in the near future. The 

result will help rehabilitate wild rice.  

Non-Metallic Mining Intern: Stadnyk noted the intern has flown a majority of the non-metallic mines 

with the drone. A request to work outside the flex schedule and wage increase was approved by 

personnel for the intern. Remaining work will be completed and processed when time permits. 

LCDD Budget Summaries: Stadnyk discussed the 2025 budget and explained the grants awarded to the 

department which fund salaries, projects, and supplies.  

Transfer SEG funds to Dunn County: Stadnyk requested a transfer of SEG funding to Dunn County. 

Hampton/Gorsegner motion to transfer SEG funds to Dunn County. Motion carried. 

Shoreland Protection Program Signage: Stadnyk showed committee members the new signage 

landowners can display after a shoreland project is completed through the protection program. A 

request was made to use funding from the Shoreland Program. Gorsegner/Hampton motion to use 

Shoreland Program funds to cover signage costs. Motion carried. 

Horseshoe Lake Public Access Discussion: Stadnyk explained the situation regarding Horseshoe Lake. A 

recommendation was made by Stadnyk to have the County remove the public access and forward the 

request to the County Board. Heath commented on the safety of the public access and recommended it 

move forward to the County Board. Hampton/Gorsegner motion to forward the request to remove the 

public access stairway on Horseshoe Lake to County Board. Motion carried. 

 
 

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 9:02 am. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by Rachel Fischer. 


