RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: July 8%, 2025
ROLL CALL: P. SCHNEIDER, A. HAMPTON, K. HALBUR, K, GORSEGNER
OTHERS PRESENT: N.STADNYK

Open Session: Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am.
Public Comment: None

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, September 9%, 2025 at 8:00 am.

Minutes: Hampton/ Gorsegner motion to approve minutes from May 13%. Motion carried.

Payment Approval Report:
Gorsegner/ Hampton motion to approve payment approval reports from May and June as presented. Motion carried.

Agency Reports

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Stadnyk presented report provided by Zesiger, Nuisance bear
complaints are up from previous years, but still well below historic highs. 11 complaints have been received
in Rusk County, 4 of which were addressed with trap setting. The pond leveler installed at Turner’s Pond is
functioning as designed. Beavers have repaired the dam after installation and water level is up and stable.
Seth is in the process of meeting with farmers to map cornfields in preparation for damage mitigation. There
were 4 Wildlife Services employees operating out of the Ladysmith DNR Service Center. Due to attrition
and government restructuring, 3 of those employees have departed. With the hiring freeze exemption, a
replacement for the Rusk County Wildlife Damage Specialist has been selected and will start on July 27,

NRCS Report: No report provided.

FSA Report: Stadnyk reviewed highlights from FSA update. The Emergency Commodity Assistance
Program (ECAP) runs through August 15%, 2025. Payments are based on 2024 planted and prevent plant
acres, primarily on corn, soybeans, oats, and wheat. The Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP)
provided assistance for losses due to drought or wildfires in 2023 and 2024. The second round of ELRP will
be announced in mid-August for producers impacted by flooding. County FSA committee election
nominations are due August 1, 2025. On July 19, 2025, FSA will be holding a “Get Started with
Stewardship Field Day” at the Sauk County Farm.

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported that the Departments new
Administrative Assistant is starting today. Land use zoning permits are at 199 which is above long-term
average and sanitary permits are at 48 which is about average for this time of year. Land Information
processed 11 new address requests in June. Stadnyk has been assisting the Forestry Department with wetland
determinations related to development of a new ATV trail. There was a report of giant hogweed in the
county which LCDD staff will investigate.

Discussion and Possible Motion

Animal Waste Storage Applications: No animal waste storage applications. Stadnyk reported on recent
discussions with Blue Hills Swine.

Out of County Travel: No out of county travel.




SWRM Reimbursements: Stadnyk asked for reimbursement approval for SWRM projects LW01-25,
LW02-25, LW03-25, LW05-25, LW06-25, and LW07-25.

Hampton/ Gorsegner motion to approve reimbursements for SWRM projects LW01-25, LW02-25, L.W03-25, L.W05-25,
LW06-25, and I.W07-25. Motion carried.

Shoreland Program Reimbursements: Stadnyk asked for reimbursement approval for Shoreland Contract
SP29-24.
Gorsegner/ Hampton motion to approve reimbursement for Contract SP29-24. Motion carried.

Flambeauland Farm Fun Weekend: Stadnyk discussed work with the Ladysmith Community Garden
related to the planned Flameauland Farm Fun Weekend. Flyer has been developed and events are scheduled
including a bus tour of progressive farm operations.

Monthly Budget Reports: Stadnyk presented monthly budget reports for LWCD programs. All budgets
have no concern at this time. Staff are looking into permit fee revenue related to the Non-metallic Mining
budget.

Hampton/ Gorsegner motion to accept budget reports as presented and forward to Finance. NMotion carried.

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider adjourned at 8:32 am.

Minutes prepared by N. Stadnyk.



