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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, July 20, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, Shane Sanderson, 
John Kalepp, Jerry Biller 
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester (Phone), Derek Jochimsen 
– DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, John Runstrom - LWC 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Mansky, Jay Waeltz, Jim Wappenschmidt, Ross Ellwanger  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell and second by Sanderson to approve June 15th, 2022 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Question regarding bulldozing near ski trails and erosion control protocols  

• ATV trail grading and brushing updates 

• Comments regarding East Block ATV trail development requests  

• Request for public access to a map of 300+ violation areas  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Josie Creek campground water testing continues 
o 3 tests with high bacteria concerns 

• Island Lake Association to put up a sign regarding invasive aquatic species  

• County F Parking Lot – Huffcut to deliver the vault toilet building 

• Weirgor ATV trail south section has started 
o 3 large culvert permits submitted through DNR 

• Southern boat landings received gravel  

• Campgrounds have started to slow down regarding reservations 

• Interns are busy mowing lawns  
 

Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Futurewood – cutting all summer peeling popple 
o Finished on Betty Lake Rd.  

• Futurewood moved to Jigsaw 
o Should finish in August depending on weather 

• Oak Wilt restriction has lifted 

• CFP is on Townline road near Barron county 

• Ted Strzok – Slack rd.  

• Ted Strzok – hauling wood off of old sales all summer 
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o Dozer work on old sales, will close out upon completion 

• Wiitala/Vozka working on road work 
o Will try and cut this summer 
o Waiting on DNR permit for crossing stream with timber mat bridge 

• Will be marking mixed hardwood sales this fall 

• Closeout dozer work on sales Rut Rd, Narnia, Eke Rd, Weirgor Rd – Ted Strzok 

• Illegal ATV access around gates  
 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• Buildings on county forest lands 
o Warming shelters – county ownership, clubs maintain the buildings and raise funds to build  
o Since 2019 – Development grants $93,5421 – ATV 
o Snow $372,000 
o Ice Age Trail - $0  
o Ski Trail - $2,400 + dozer hours via DNR   

 
Summer Tour Follow-up: 
Was held June 22nd - 24th  
Discussed success of Thursday and Friday tours and events throughout the county forest lands.  
 
County Forest Non-Compliance Issues – Appointment of AdHoc Committee:  
Request from Sanderson to include members of the Forestry department in the committee. Motion to form 
AdHoc committee did not include Forestry Staff. The Forestry Department will be able to address concerns from 
the committee as needed.  
 
Motion by Biller and second by Kalepp to assign members who applied by letter of interest to the AdHoc 
committee; Motion carried.  
 
Members include: Don Mansky, Rod Ellwanger, Ross Ellwanger, Arian Knops, Jay Waeltz, George Sihsmann, 
Ralph Fischer, and Dave Williams.  
Thursday, July 28th, 6:30 pm. At the Rusk County Senior Center.  
AdHoc Committee members Terry DuSell and Shane Sanderson to reach out to community members regarding 
the date and time of the meeting prior to the meeting date.  
 
Recreation Maintenance Agreements:  
Yearly Snowmobile and ATV maintenance agreements were presented for the 2022-2023 season.  
 
Motion by DuSell and second by Kalepp to authorize 2022-2023 recreation maintenance agreements; Motion 
carried.  
 
Forester Hiring Update: 
Interviews were conducted this afternoon for the new Forester. Good candidate pool. Forest Administrator is 
working toward making a selection. 
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2023 Budget Development: 
Forest Administrator is working with ARPA funding for Audie Lake campground improvements.  
Budget development has started, but has not been completed due to a gap in Finance Director position. Will be 
put back on agenda for August.  
 
Purchase of Skid Steer Mower: 
The highway department sold the mower attachment that Forestry traditionally rented for mowing habitat 
areas. Received two different bids for mower attachments.  
 
Motion by Sanderson, second by Biller to purchase mower from tractor central for $8,647.00  
Motion by Sanderson, second by Kalepp to amend the motion to allow Jeremy to do further research to purchase 
a mower for up to $10,000.  
 
Motion carried on amended motion  
Motion carried on the original motion 
 
Out of County Travel: 
July 28th NorTAC – Spooner; Jeremy and Mike 
August 29th – 30th – DNR Grants; Jeremy and Mike 
September 27th – 29th – WCFA Annual Meeting; Jeremy, Phil, Jerrad, and Dane  
 
Motion by DuSell and second by Kalepp to approve out-of-county travel; Motion carried  
 
Budget Review: 
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.  
Levy funding will need to be utilized for mowing habitat areas due to the purchase of a mower.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by Kalepp, second by Sanderson to approve the June AP report; Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 17 at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 

 


