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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, Jerry Biller, Shane 
Sanderson, John Kalepp  
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester (Phone), Derek Jochimsen 
– DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, Tom Cudo 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Manske, Lionel Klein, Ralph Fischer, Rod Ellwangea, Jay Waeltz, Jim 
Wappenschmidt,  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell and second by Kalepp to approve May 18th, 2022 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Comments regarding the use of off-road vehicles use in county forest lands  

• Questions regarding marking on Fireline Rd Timber Sales  

• Wilson Meadow Beaver Dam Concern 

• Access Road permissions through public lands  

•  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Highway delivering gravel to Perch Lake Campground to raise and level sites 

• Highway delivered gravel to County Highway F parking lot; paused due to oak wilt restrictions 

• Josie Creek Campground – chlorinating well again, replaced well cap  

• Chain of Lakes Association concerns regarding Clear Lake boat landing  
o Concrete pads had shifted  

• Campgrounds are busy  
 

Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Futurewood working on Lucky 7, peeling popple 
o Almost ½ done with 
o Lump-sum sale 

• Wiitala/Vozka - Starvation Pine, ready to move in  
o Applied for a temporary bridge over stream access  

• Ted Strzok actively hauling cut timber off of sales  

• Staff tallied wood left down on Strzok 68-acre sale  

• Highway to put in parking lot on Excelsior Rd 
o Used for parking along the ski trail  
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• Wild beavers aggressive towards trapper 
o Actively trapping and blasting dams  

• USDA/APHIS trapping wolves 

• Pine sale integrated into the ski trail 
o Working with the Association to make improvements to the ski trail area 

 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• None 
 

Summer Tour Next Week: 
June 22-24th  
Updated on registrations and agenda  
 
Temporary Access Permit: 
Private property owner Matt Alix; 

 
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to approve Temporary Access Permit; Motion carried.  
Advertisement for Open Position:  
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Resignation of Forester I position effective Friday, June 24th, 2022 
Request to advertise for a Forester at $26.00 per hour versus a Forest Technician 
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Sanderson to advertise and fill the open position with a Forester I between $24-$26 
per hour; motion carried  
 
County Forest Non-Compliance Issues – Access Management:  
 
Issues regarding BMP violations; Forest stream and wetland crossing violations by off-road vehicles. The current 
violations area has an estimate of approximately $20,000 to fix. Identified 49 miles of wetland crossings and 356 
stream crossing violations.  
Request by DuSell to create an ADHOC committee with committee members, DNR, and public members to 
identify allowable locations and an ordinance with a substantial fine for violations. Sanderson requests to 
include loggers and Rusk Riders in the ADHOC committee.  
Questions from board member Cudo regarding access and fines for violations.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Sanderson to forward to the full board, request of forming an ADHOC committee 
with committee members DuSell and Sanderson, public members to be identified at a later date; motion carried.  
 
Out of County Travel: 
None  
 
Budget Review: 

The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for 
review.  
 

Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by DuSell, second by Kalepp to approve the May AP report; Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 4:19 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, July 20th at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 

 


