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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 8:00 am, 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, Jerry Biller, Shane 
Sanderson, John Kalepp  
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester (Phone), Derek Jochimsen 
– DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, Pat Zimmer- DNR 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Manske, Bob Devoe, Randy Fischer, Rod Ellwangea, Erin Webster (online), 
Lionel Klein 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell and second by Sanderson to approve April 27th, 2022 meeting minutes. Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Trail cleanup on ATV Trails. Broken signposts along the trail.  

• Comments regarding funding allocation  

• Comments regarding the use of off-road vehicles use in county forest lands  

• Follow-up from ATV clubs regarding use of ATV trail regulations and use  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

•  Waterline repairs completed  

• County F Vault toilet – Huffcut  

• July 15th start date for construction on Wiergor ATV trail 
o Off-roadad vehicles have been on the trail that’s under construction, disregarding signage 

 
Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Futurewood moving in on Felix Road today 

• Closed out two Futurewood sales  

• Additional closeouts will wait until July due to Oak Wilt restrictions 

• 623 acres have been marked this spring for Fall timber sales 

• Shelterwood marked for fall sales as well 
 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• Quarterly WCFA conference call  
o Audit for SFI certification in 2023 with new standards  

• Carbon plots are being finalized  
Summer Tour Planning 2022: 
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June 22-24th  
Updated on registrations, hotels, swag bags, and giveaways.  
 
MOU Wildlife Restoration Association Sturgeon Viewing Area: 
WRA addressed comments from April’s committee meeting.  
Flagging of area, Supervision of students, maintenance issues, and Permitting.  
 
WRA does not accept the MOU provided and has chosen to walk away from the project.  
 
 
Timber Sale Contract Extensions:  
CONTRACT  LOGGER     SALE   SALE VALUE 

2582 NORTON LUMBER Wilson Meadows  $   73,940.00  

2583 TED STRZOK Mansfield Rd N  $   76,510.00  

2586 COUNTRY FOREST PRODUCT Cheesecake  $ 173,905.00  

2588 TED STRZOK Cut me some slack Bro!  $ 185,840.00  

2589 TED STRZOK Highline Split  $   71,610.00  

2590 NORTHWEST HARDWOOD Crooked Moose  $   87,325.00  

2591 DARIN DUNCAN LOGGING Job Security  $ 107,800.00  

 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Kalepp to approve 1-year extension at 15% increase following contract policies for 
contracts 2582, 2583, 2586, 2588, 2589, 2590, and 2591. Motion Carried  
 
 
County Forest Non-Compliance Issues: 
Derek discussed: 

• Follow-up regarding April’s committee meeting  
o Forest stream and wetland crossing violations by off-road vehicles  
o Violation of Water Quality BMPs, State Statutes, 15-year plan, SFI certification 
o Spreading of invasive species due to unrestricted off-road vehicle use  
o Negative effect on stumpage prices due to repairs to timber sale access roads, crossings, etc. 
o Non-compliance will have an effect on all counties that are a part of the group certification 
o Grant eligibility, administration grants, sustainable forestry grants, etc. can be withheld if issues 

are not brought back into compliance.  
o Current restrictions are March 15th – Friday before Memorial Day  
o Discussion regarding logging damages and repairs on and around timber sales 

▪ Presale information provided to loggers regarding BMP maintenance 
▪ Assistant Forest Administrator monitors and will shut down operations causing violations 

 
Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 committee member toured the violation area to review the damage. A temporary 
timber bridge had been placed by violators recently. Ruts along the hillside are waist-deep.  
 
356 potential crossing violations.  
 
Discussion regarding what access to the County Forest Land is and how to increase appropriate access.  
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Suspended conversation to follow Timber Sale Bid Opening.  
 
9:00 am Timber Sale Bid Opening:  
 
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to accept highest bids as long as there are no conflicts. Motion carried 
Total bid opening $1,351,343.90 
Non-bid sales will be offered for direct sale.  
Discussion regarding processes used for sale set up and maintenance  
 
County Forest Non-Compliance Issues: - Resumed 
Shared proposed Rusk County Ordinance 34-191 through 34-194 amendment. Includes language updates to 
match state statutes. Shared photos of the violation location taken Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 by a committee 
member. Referenced the timber sale that was given back to the county due to this violation area and inability to 
obtain permits to cross wetland and creek area.  
 
Discussion regarding budget and funding source and cost of ATV trails. Visited and discussed alternative options 
for sustainable roads within the county forest to be utilized for off-road vehicle use.  
 
Motion by Sanderson, second by Schneider to adopt the ordinance as presented which allows off-road vehicles 
on designated and signed trails, roads and routes only and all remaining woods roads will be closed to all 
motorized traffic from March 15th until December 31st or when ‘frozen ground’ is designated by the Forestry 
Dept. and forward to the full board for discussion. Opposed – Biller, DuSell; Motion carried 
 
Out of County Travel: 
None  
 
Budget Review: 

The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for 
review.  
 

Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by DuSell, second by Kalepp to approve the April AP report; Motion carried. 
 
Motion by DuSell second by Kalepp to go into closed session at 11:08 am; Motion carried  

Roll Call: DuSell, Biller, Sanderson, Kalepp, Schneider 

Present: Koslowski, Macholl, Jochimsen, Woldhuis, Zimmer, Gravesen  

 
Closed Session: – Timber Sale Contract Release 

Chair announced closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 
require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  

Motion by DuSell, second by Sanderson to return to open session at 11:22 am; Motion carried  
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Open Session: 
 

Roll Call: DuSell, Biller, Sanderson, Kalepp, Schneider 

Present: Koslowski, Macholl, Jochimsen, Woldhuis, Zimmer, Gravesen 

 
 
Adjourn:  
Motion to adjourn by Biller, Second by Sanderson. Meeting adjourned at 11:23 am. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, June 15th, at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 

 


