RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: May 14*, 2024
ROLL CALL: A. HAMPTON, S. ZIMMER, K. GORSEGNER, P. SCHNEIDER, M. QUADE
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. FISCHER, A. GUDIS, C. MEYER, J. RUNSTROM, J. WILK

Open Session: Clerk Meyer called the meeting to order at 8:04 am.

Election of Chair and Vice Chair: Meyer called for nominations for Land & Water Conservation
Chairman. Gorsegner nominated Schneider for Land & Water Chairman. Meyer called for additional
nominations three times. Motion by Zimmer/Hampton to close nominations and cast a unanimous
ballot for Schneider as Chair. Motion carried.

Schneider called for nominations for Land & Water Conservation Vice-Chairman. Zimmer nominated
Hampton for Land & Water Vice-Chairman. Schneider called for additional nominations three times.
Motion by Zimmer/Gorsegner to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Hampton as Vice-
Chair. Motion carried.

Public Comment: None

Minutes: Gorsegner/Zimmer motion to approve minutes from April 9th. Motion carried.

Payment Approval Report: Hampton/Zimmer motion to approve payment approval report from May.
Motion carried.

Agency Reports

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger explained the wildlife damage claim program to committee
members. Additional information was provided about the scope of work completed in the county by
USDA-APHIS including trapping and relocating beaver, bear, and elk. Funding for the Damage Claim
Program is passed through Land Conservation from the State.

NRCS Report: No report given.

FSA Report: Stadnyk informed committee members of the ongoing confusion regarding reporting from
the FSA based on State and USDA requirements. Quade noted he represents the farmers and reports on
behalf of the farming community. Stadnyk mentioned CREP sign-up is currently open.

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported Land Information recently issued
eight new addresses. Zoning permits are increasing with 133 land use permits and 47 sanitary permits
(state and county) to date.




Discussion and Possible Motion

Credit Card Invoice Entry Policy and Compliance: Wilk explained the credit card policy to board
members on behalf of the Finance Committee.

Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications submitted.

Out of County Travel: Fischer requested out of county travel to Upham Woods (WI Dells) for a Youth
Conservation Camp June 9-12. Motion by Gorsegner/Hampton to approve out of county travel request.
Motion carried.

History and Purpose of the LCC: Stadnyk gave a presentation on the background of the LCC with
expectations from committee members and employees. Information was provided on funding and
overall department functions.

Review 2023 Projects: Stadnyk provided a review of 2023 projects and requested county funding to
cover the remaining cost of a barnyard and well abandonment project. Motion by Gorsegner/Zimmer to
approve project funding through county allocations. Motion carried.

Runstrom spoke about office duties including managing non-metallic mines.

2024 Projects: Stadnyk noted ongoing projects for the year include a wetland restoration, well
abandonments, fencing, and a manure storage abandonment.

Current Grants: Stadnyk provided information about grants and funding through the division. A
discussion was held regarding current grants and future plans. Notable projects include the Shoreland
Protection Program and Devil’s Creek Watershed.

Discuss Moving Recycling Program to LWCD: Stadnyk explained the previous proposal regarding moving
the Recycling Program into the LWCD. Two suggestions were offered by Stadnyk to move forward
including creating a part-time position for the office or getting assistance from Chippewa County.

Gudis provided background information on the current position and Wilk offered financial input.
Committee members discussed information presented and asked for a cost breakdown at the next
meeting.

Meeting Time and Schedule: A discussion was held on meeting times and dates moving forward. All LCC
meetings will be held bi-monthly at 8:00 am on the second Tuesday of the month. Dates and times are
subject to change based on committee availability. The next scheduled meeting will be held July 9.

Adjourn: Hampton/Zimmer motion to adjourn at 9:17 am. Motion carried.

Minutes prepared by Rachel Fischer.



