RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: May 13%, 2025
ROLL CALL: P. SCHNEIDER, A. HAMPTON, K. HALBUR, K. GORSEGNER, M. QUADE
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. FISCHER

Open Session: Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am.

Public Comment: None

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, July8t™, 2025 at 8:00 am.

Minutes: Hampton/Halbur motion to approve March meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Payment Approval Report: Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve payment approval report from
April. Motion carried.

Agency Reports

NRCS Report: Stadnyk presented NRCS report provided by Besasie. Both Jason and Alex have left NRCS
and currently, Nick B. is the only full time staff in Ladysmith. Amelia is still working out of the Ladysmith
office with multi-county coverage. To date, EQIP has funded 8 projects for $153,716 in Rusk County,
RCPP has funded 1 project, and CSP has funded 6 applications for $294,260. The local work group
meeting will be online this year on June 12" and county staff are encouraged to attend. The FY25 EQIP
sign up deadline is May 16, 2025.

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Stadnyk presented WDP report provided by Zesiger. Current list of
WDP enrollees was provided. Seth has resumed administration of the program in Rusk and Sawyer
county and has added Chippewa County. Pond leveler is scheduled for installation at Turners Pond on
May 14%™. Bear trap was set on property near Hawkins for a bear that was behaving strangely. Seth has
been doing beaver control for the Town of Big Falls, Town of Hubbard, and Rusk Co., Highway Dept.
They also have been contracted by the Towns of Dewey, Grant, and Strickland. Next week they will be
blasting dams for Rusk Co. Forestry and Town of Big Falls. Seth will be attempting to trap wolves for a
DNR research project. Trapping location to be determined.

FSA Report: No report presented.

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported in the agenda items below.

Discussion and Possible Motion

Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications presented.

Out of County Travel: No out of county travel.




Review LWRMP: Stadnyk discussed current status of LWRMP revision. Plan is completed and has been
provided to WiDATCP. Public Hearing was held on April 24™". Stadnyk will present the plan to DATCP
board on June 3™ and to county board for final approval at the June meeting. Committee members
were invited to virtually attend the DATCP presentation on the 3™. Stadnyk will send connection details
when they are available.

LWRMP Review Questionnaire: Stadnyk presented the review questionnaire which provides a brief
summary and highlights of the counties land and water activities for DATCP. Halbur/Quade motion to
approve questionnaire and forward to DATCP.

Well Abandonment Funding: Stadnyk explained reimbursement discrepancy for FY24 well
abandonments. Stadnyk proposed using FY25 county conservation allocation to cover reimbursement
costs. Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve use of FY25 allocation for reimbursement pending
discussion with administration.

Monthly Budget Reports: Stadnyk reviewed monthly budget reports. He explained the purpose of
reports and contents. No significant issues with budgets at this time. Committee discussed only
reviewing budgets that change significantly throughout the year.

Tree Sale Update: Stadnyk provided a brief update on the tree sale. All trees except about 20 mountain
ash were sold. The plant sale is still active and plants will be delivered in mid-June.

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 8:39 am. Motion carried.

Minutes prepared by N. Stadnyk.



