
 

RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

DATE: April 9th, 2024 
ROLL CALL: R. STOUT, J. MEYER, J. KALEPP, S. ZESIGER, T. DUSELL, N. BESASIE, M. QUADE, M. SCHMITT 
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. HANSEN, A. GUDIS 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order at 8:00 am. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Minutes: Dusell/Meyer motion to approve minutes from February 13th. Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report: Dusell/Kalepp motion to approve payment approval reports from March and 
April. Motion carried. 
 
Bid Opening:  Stadnyk opened bids for the Lea Lake Dam inspection. Motion by Schmitt/Kalepp to 
approve the lowest bid from Morgan & Parmley. Subject to staff review. Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, May 14th, 2024 at 8:00 am 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger provided a report on bear and beaver activity. Currently, 

limited to no activity reported by phone calls. Zesiger noted there are upcoming interviews to fill his 

position. A discussion on bear and deer damage in the county was held. Elk damage to crops increased 

this year as the population reached ~350 in the area.  

 

NRCS Report: Besasie gave an update on contract applications for EQIP and CSP. A total of 20 

applications were applied for in each program. Overall workload continues to increase as programs are 

providing funding for various projects. Staffing issues continue due to limited staff. Positions will open 

for a Soil Conservation Technician and GS11. Besasie noted there will be a meeting in Barron to discuss 

the local work group process. Land Conservation committee members are invited to attend the meeting 

to provide input on funding allocation priorities.  

Besasie informed committee members the Ladysmith NRCS will be undergoing an audit in the near 

future. The review may require interviews from partner groups including the County. It was noted filing 

a Memorandum of Understanding is suggested to work with county employees in the future. More 

information to come regarding writing and filing a memorandum.  

 

FSA Report: A committee member provided updates regarding crop reporting and DMC enrollment 

ending April 29th. The FSA office is currently hiring.  

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported 31 sanitary permits and 67 land use 

permits for the Zoning Department. Permit numbers have increase since this time last year.  A flyover of 

the county will be completed this year by Ayres. Stadnyk mentioned the LCDD will be having a spring 

clean up for Adopt-a-Highway on April 21st.  

 



 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications submitted. Committee discussed previous 
application for hog operation. 
 
Out of County Travel: Stadnyk requested approval to travel to Sawyer County for an Earth Day 
presentation on April 20th. Dusell/Schmitt motion to approve out of county travel to Sawyer County. 
Motion carried.  
 
2024 Project Updates: Stadnyk explained a variety of upcoming projects including fencing, a waterway, 

and a wetland restoration. The Pigeon Lake project is still waiting on approval from DNR. Additionally, 

habitat and streambank projects will begin along Devils Creek. Stadnyk mentioned the Shoreland 

Program has been successful and postcards will be mailed out for this year again. 

 

Tree Sale Update: Stadnyk noted the tree sale is winding down and there are a few available to 

purchase. 

 

2024 Conservation Speaking Contest: Stadnyk gave a congratulations to the two speakers who moved 

onto compete at regionals earning second and first place awards. The first place winner advanced to 

state and won the junior division in Green Bay.  

Possible Appointment of Recycling Position: Gudis presented the Extension/Maintenance position on 

behalf of the personnel committee. A proposal was made to remove the recycling position from 

Extension/Maintenance and appoint it to the Land Conservation Department. Stadnyk requested more 

information about the position and a discussion was held. Stadnyk will complete further research into 

the position and budget.  

 

Adjourn: Kalepp/Meyer motion to adjourn at 9:13 am. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by Rachel Hansen. 


