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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 8:00 am, 
Wednesday, March 16th, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Lyle Lieffring, Alan Rathsack, Terry 
DuSell, Jerry Biller, Megan VanDoorn – Youth County Board Representative 
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester (Phone), Derek Jochimsen 
– DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, Andy Albarado – Administrative Coordinator, Nolan Kriegel - DNR (Phone) 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Manske, Bob Devoe, Dave Caliebe, Patrick Gleissner, Fred Nash, Jay 
Waeltz 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by Rathsack and second by Biller to approve February 16th, 2022 meeting minutes. Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Comment regarding the cleanliness of forestry vehicles 

• Commentary regarding Non-compliance issues 

• Invitation to board members, Mike, Jeremy, Andy to WI ATV annual meeting in Stevens Point  
 

Ice Age Trail Presentation:  
Update on Ice Age Trail Dreamer Route within the county forest. The route plan is to move west of the current 
trail and stay entirely within county land for this section. Points of interest would include the Felsenmeers, Devils 
Kettle, Gundy’s Canyon, Devil’s Elbow, etc. Volunteers and staff have clocked over 200 hours of GPS work to 
determine the new route. The goal is to avoid ATV trails, forest roads, logging operations, and clear-cut areas as 
much as possible. The Association hopes to finalize the trail design and compliance regulations in 2023 and 
construction to begin in 2024.  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Update regarding campground reservations to date 

• Weirgor ATV Trail – culvert hydrology workup and cost of culvert increases 
o Selected culverts from Highway Department  
o Potential of 4 culverts needing permits  

• Potato Lake snowmobile bridge bid paperwork is available. Bid opening April 20th.  

• Requested quotes for vault toilets for ATV parking lot area. Quotes came back high, will send out for bids.  

• Intern Applications received. The interviews are on March 24th. Two returners applied, a total of 5 
applicants to be interviewed.  

• Flambeau School is building picnic tables this spring semester for use at the parks.  
 
Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 
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• Road bans go in effect March 17th at noon, loggers scrambling to get loads out 

• Ted Strzok – Weirgor Rd – 5 loads to be hauled this summer, 10 loads sitting on the end of the road will 
not be hauled. Two other sales on Weirgor will not be finished cutting this winter. Potential to try and get 
to during the summer months. Will require a stream access permit for one of the sales.  

• Ted Strzok – Haas Rd – more than 1,000 cords sitting to be hauled out next winter. 

• Ted Strzok – Eke Rd – cut and forwarded, 500+ cords decked along Eke rd. If forwarded out to the road, 
will be accessible during the summer.  

• Ted Strzok – Skinner Creek Rd – cut, forwarded, and been decking along Skinner Creek rd. Potential to get 
entirely decked, 300+ cords decked on the road.  

• Ted Strzok – Betty Lake Rd, County F – decked wood sitting and hasn’t been moved this season. Waiting 
for wood to be hauled to closeout sales.  

• Ted Strzok – Slack Rd – left a bunch of wood to be hauled this summer 

• Ted Strzok - Four Hill Rd – entire sale decked, scaled, hope to haul this summer 

• Ted Strzok – Dejung – started cutting  

• Northwest Hardwoods – Four Hill Rd – completed and hauled, some road work to finish up 

• Northwest Hardwoods - County F – cutting until they can’t and hauling as they go 

• Tom King – cutting for Country Forest Products – Cheesecake rd – cutting and hauling 

• Allen Suzan – Lea Lake block – clear cut across the swamp, finished and hauled  

• Darin Duncan – Ski Trail sale – done cutting, 2 loads left to haul, should be done in time. Worked well 
with the ski trail association to stay clear of trail and minimal crossings of the trails.  

• Roger Hoyt – Lea Lake – cleaned up and hauled 

• Roger Hoyt – County B – 20+ acres to finish up next winter 

• Roger Hoyt – Cut-off road – to finish next winter 

• Paul Wojcik – James Tamarack sale – cut all winter, 22 acres remaining to finish next winter  

• Futurewood – Felix Navidad sale – lump sum – 2 crews, about ½ completed. Will begin peeling aspen in 
late spring 

• Futurewood – have a couple of sales that need to be clean up and some road work 

• RM Bay - Hervas Rd – 60 acres completed, plans to hammer out next winter  

• Surpassed $1M revenue already in 2022, more than all of 2020.  

• Lots of wood to haul for the summer.  
 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• Two WCFA Meetings – Legislative/Certification and Board of Directors meetings this month  

• WisFIRS – Forest reconnaissance program, DNR personnel has been realigned as “general” IT personnel.  
o Concerns regarding updates and new features to WisFIRS in the future 

• Steigerwaldt – establishing some long-term management plots for the Carbon program 
 

Summer Tour Planning 2022: 
June 22-24th  
Discussed companies who have committed to donating and those who have already sent in their donations. 
Displayed the brochure that will accompany the summer tour describing the 2-day event, points of interest, 
history of Rusk County Forestry, etc. Registration forms will be ready to send out in April with a due date of June 
1st 2022.  
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WRA Sturgeon Spawning Viewing Area: 
Wildlife Restoration Association (WRA) has an interest in developing the county property along Thornapple Road 
for a sturgeon viewing area. WRA would like the county to help develop access for the public to this area. The 
WRA would like the county to design, retain permits, and conduct long-term maintenance. WRA would provide 
material and labor for the construction of the project. 39-acre area is located west of Thornapple Road, North of 
Highway 8. The area could additionally be utilized as fishing access through the remainder of the year.  
 
County staffing for long-term maintenance is limited without giving up other maintenance obligations. Staffing 
for designing is a large commitment for a county staff member. County currently has MOUs with user groups to 
develop and maintain user areas in the county land.  
 
Request for County to consider selling 44 acres to the WRA to develop as they desire. Would be interested in 
purchasing at the same price that Rusk County paid for the property from the State. County would have to pull 
the land out of County Forest Law to sell the land. The process to remove the property is a multi-year process 
and would not likely be approved.  
 
Is there a low-maintenance design option for this viewing area? WRA stated they could include the 
Environmental Challenge students to assist with the maintenance of the project. Walking trail and steps down to 
the area. WRA stated they will not agree to long-term maintenance of the project unless they own the land.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Rathsack for Forest Administrator to draft an MOU with WRA for Sturgeon Access 
plan for the next committee meeting. Motion Carried.  
 
Excelsior Road Parking Lot Development: 
Excelsior Road has been used during the winter for motorized access on one side and grooming of ski trails on 
the other. Parking has increased along Fire Lane Road for access to the ski trails. Rusk County received a grant 
for the development of a parking lot area. The Highway Department has been approached for the construction 
of the parking area. The County Forest program does currently snowplow the parking area and will continue to 
provide snow plowing of the parking area.  
 
Motion by Biller, Second by Dusell to approve highway to do the construction of the parking lot. Motion carried.  
 
County Road F Parking Lot Privy Bid:  
Estimates have been received for the building of the vault toilets. Estimates for building the vault toilets were 
higher than anticipated. It is recommended to put out for bid.  
 
Motion by Biller, Second by Lieffring to bid out the County Road F Parking Lot Privy project. Motion carried.  
 
Intern Wage Review: 
Wage increases were approved overall for county interns as a whole by the County Board. The forestry 
department would like to recommend the following wages for forestry interns:  
New incoming interns to get $12.50 
Returning Interns to get $13.50 
Lead Intern to get $14.50 
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Motion by DuSell, Second by Lieffring approving proposed intern wages. Motion Carried 
 
2022 Recreational Grant Approval: 
SNOWMOBILE APPLICATIONS: 
Snowmobile Maintenance 
318.7 mi. @ $300.00/mi.                                                                                         $   95,610.00 
Corridor 27 – Little Thornapple R. New Snowmobile Bridge - 50Ft.                $   78,000.00 
 
ATV APPLICATIONS: 
 ATV/UTV Maintenance 
32.0 mi. @ $600.00/mi.(ATV) + 32.0 mi. @ $200.00/mi.(UTV)                        $   26,800.00 
+ $1,200.00 (Insurance)        
Weirgor ATV Trail Development Project – Additional Funding Request 
100Ft. Bridge ($32,000.00) 
Remaining work: 
Culverts ($14,000.00) 
Trail clearing/shaping/drainage ($5000.00) 
Supply and Haul 12” Base Material/Gravel, ($20,000.00)                                 $   71,000.00    
ATV Trail F Parking Lot Improvements – Additional Funding Request      
Concrete Vault Toilet ($2550) 
Shaping/Gravelling, Parking Lot, 
Paving ATV Trail/Cty. F Intersection ($1000.00)                                                    $   3,550.00                                                                                                                             
TROUTE MAINTENANCE APPLICATION: 
Current Funded TROUTE Miles: 
Betty Lake Rd. (5.0 mi.), Serely Camp Rd. (1.5 mi.)    
Weirgor Rd. (3.7 mi.), Three Lakes Rd. (1.3 mi.), Four Hill Rd. (1.4mi.)   
12.9mi. @ 249.00/mi.                                                                                               $    3,212.10 
                                                                                                                                           
TOTAL  =           $ 278,172.10                              

 
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to approve 2022 Recreation Grants. Motion carried.  
 
County Forest Non-Compliance Issues: 
Derek discussed: 

• Forest stream and wetland crossing violations by off-road vehicles  

• Violation of Water Quality BMPs, State Statutes, 15-year plan, SFI certification 

• Spreading of invasive species due to unrestricted off-road vehicle use  

• Negative effect on stumpage prices due to repairs to timber sale access roads, crossings, etc 

• Non-compliance will have an effect on all counties that are a part of group certification 

• Grant eligibility, administration grants, sustainable forestry grants, etc. can be withheld if issues are not 
brought back into compliance.  

 
Displayed map of the specific location of concern. An email was received from Doug Brown – WI DNR regarding 
the progress of the committee regarding the non-compliance issue.  
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Discussion regarding what the DNR needs from the County to resolve the issue. What is being done about the 
specific location, and what is being done on a larger scale to keep these issues from happening within the county 
forest lands.  
 
Motion by DuSell second by Rathsack to direct Jeremy to work with the state hydrologist to establish a 
restoration plan for the site that is in violation. Motion carried.  
 
Discussion regarding what would be the least restrictive to access to the public but maintain compliance.  
Request from the committee to hear the public commentary.  
 

• $75,000 used to be allocated within the budget for Forestry Road and ATV trail maintenance  

• Rusk County Forest land is for public use, not for forestry use 

• Loggers are causing rut damage to logging roads and still exist from 50 years ago 

• Rusk County needs to have Parks and Rec personnel not out marking trees  

• WCFA and DNR does not own Rusk County 

• Pick and choose the roads that have access and do not have access to ATV use  

• ATV trails in other counties and natural forests have “mud holes” or playgrounds for regulated ATV use 

• Stop off road use after it rains  
 

Committee will discuss access concerns at the April meeting.  
 
Out of County Travel: 
None  
 
Budget Review: 

The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for 
review. Stumpage revenue is up for the current year in comparison to prior years.  
 

Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by Biller, second by Lieffring to approve the February AP report. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Biller second by Rathsack to go into closed session at 10:53 AM; Motion carried  

Roll Call: DuSell, Rathsack, Biller, Lieffring, Schneider 

Present: Koslowski, Macholl, Jochimsen, Woldhuis 

 
Closed Session: – Timber Sale Contract Extension and Closeouts 

Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 
require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  

Motion by Rathsack second by DuSell to return to open session at 11:49 AM; Motion carried  

Open Session: 
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Motion by Biller, second by Rathsack to extend timber sale contracts 2538, 2546, 2547, 2558, 
2559, and 2563 to October 31st, 2022 to allow for completion of hauling timber products and 
completion of any necessary road work as determined by Rusk County. Any Letters of Credit used 
as performance bonds must be replaced with cash bonds and received by April 30th, 2022.  
Ownership of wood not hauled by October 31st, 2022, will revert back to Rusk County along with 
complete forfeiture of cash bond. Road work must be completed to Rusk County’s satisfaction by 
October 31st, 2022, and if not completed will result in complete forfeiture of cash bond.  Contract 
extensions and cash bonds must be received by April 30th, 2022 or the sales will be closed out, 
bonds confiscated and any wood remaining on Rusk County Forest will revert back to the 
ownership of Rusk County. The contract holders; JW Logging (#2538), Angry Beaver (#2546), Ron 
Olynick (#2547), Kendall Logging (#2558) and Ted Strzok Logging (#2559, #2563) are ineligible to 
bid on any Rusk County Forest Timber Sale offerings until the contracts are closed out and 
completed to Rusk County’s satisfaction. Motion carried.  

 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 11:56 AM. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 20th, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 

 


