RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: March 11, 2025
ROLL CALL: P. SCHNEIDER, A. HAMPTON, K. GORSEGNER, K. HALBUR
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. FISCHER, J. SPANGLER, J. GUNDLACH, M. QUADE

Open Session: Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am.

Public Comment: None

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, May 13", 2025 at 8:00 am.

Minutes: Hampton/Gorsegner motion to approve January & February meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Payment Approval Report: Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve payment approval reports from
January & February. Motion carried.

Agency Reports

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Spangler reported the USDA office is operating as usual with no
staffing changes at this time. Enrollment has begun for the 2025 Wildlife Damage Claim Program.
Seasonal weather changes are preparing staff for nuisance bear calls.

NRCS Report: Gundlach introduced a new affiliate staff member (Amelia Shingle) who serves as the
Forest Wildlife Specialist. Amelia will be working to protect the ruffed grouse population in the area.
Gundlach noted there is a vacancy in the Soil Conservation Technician position. A total of 35 applications
were received for their flagship program and 10 have been funded so far. The Conservation Stewardship
Program has received 18 applications in Rusk County at this time. Gundlach stated FSA office hours are
limited and are by appointment only on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Operations may be moved to the
Barron office.

FSA Report: No report presented.

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported permit numbers from zoning: 48
land use and 5 sanitary. The focus of the Land Conservation Division has been the LWRMP. Two large
scale projects are planned for this year.

Discussion and Possible Motion

Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications presented.

Out of County Travel: Stadnyk requested out of county travel to Sawyer County on May 3™ to give a
presentation in Draper. Motion by Hampton/Gorsegner to approve an out of county travel request for
Stadnyk. Motion carried.




SWRM Reimbursements: Stadnyk discussed two reimbursements for landowners. A request was made
to reimburse contract LW04-24 - Alberson Cattle & Grain. Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve
reimbursement using DATCP SWRM. Motion carried.

A request was made to reimburse LW12-24 — Norma Logistics. Gorsegner/Halbur motion to approve
reimbursement using the well abandonment fund. Motion carried.

Shoreland Program Reimbursements: Stadnyk requested approval for two shoreland project
reimbursements (SP14-23 - Kempen and SP06-23 - O’Brien). Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve
both shoreland projects using the county shoreland program funding. Motion carried.

LWRMP Update: Stadnyk shared the first draft of the plan with the committee. Meetings to review the
plan with the advisory committee and DATCP are upcoming. Future approval will be made at a public
hearing.

Tree Sale Update: Fischer updated the committee on tree availability and sales. An online presence has
increased sales and brought new customers. Tree sale and perennial plant price increases have allowed
the sale to break even amid rising shipping costs. Pick-up dates have been set for April 25" and 26" at
the Rusk County Fairgrounds. The pick-up date for perennials has not been set.

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 8:29 am. Motion carried.

Minutes prepared by Rachel Fischer.



