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RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

See Notes to Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

(1)

Federal Pass-Through Entity Passed
Federal Grantor Agency/Pass-Through Agency/ Assistance Pass-Through Identifying Through to Federal

Program or Cluster Title Listing # Entity Number Subrecipients Expenditures

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Special Supplemental Food Program for Woman, Infants and Children 10.557 WI DHS GEARS #154710, 154760 -$                 150,699$          
State Matching Grant for Food Stamp Program  (SNAP Cluster) 10.561 WI DHS / Northern IM Consortium GEARS #284 -                   87,970              
Soil and Water Conservation 10.902 NACD NACD-TA2022 -                   15,129              

Total U.S. Department of Agriculture -                   253,798            

U.S. Department of Interior
National Fish Habitat Partnership 15.686 Direct N/A -                   7,865                

U.S. Department of Justice

Crime Victim Assistance 16.575 WI DOJ

 2020/2021-VO/VO-A-01-
18149, 2023-VO-01-18845 -                   41,648              

Edward Byrne Memorial State & Local Law Enforcement Assistance 16.580 WI DOJ

Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) -                   1,839                

Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program 16.607 Direct N/A -                   809                   
Total U.S. Department of Justice -                   44,296              

U.S. Department of Transportation
Airport Improvement Program 20.106 WI DOT not available -                   44,618              

Formula Grants for Rural Areas 20.509 WI DOT

WI-2024-030, 2022 Capital, 
2023 Capital 525,843       952,586            

Total U.S. Department of Transportation 525,843       997,204            

U.S. Department of Treasury
COVID-19 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 21.027

COVID-19 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Direct N/A -                   1,194,908         
COVID-19 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds WI DVA FY24 CVSO -                   9,898                
COVID-19 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds WI DHS GEARS #155811 -                   298,193            

Total AL #21.027 -                   1,502,999         
COVID-19 Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund 21.032 Direct N/A -                   36,000              

Total U.S. Department of Treasury -                   1,538,999         

U.S. Department of Education
Special Education Grants for Infants and Families 84.181 WI DHS GEARS #550 -                   22,362              



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS (CONTINUED)

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

See Notes to Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

(2)

Federal Pass-Through Entity Passed
Federal Grantor Agency/Pass-Through Agency/ Assistance Pass-Through Identifying Through to Federal

Program or Cluster Title Listing # Entity Number Subrecipients Expenditures

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Special Programs for the Aging, Title III, Part D: 93.043

Preventive Health - Title III D WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560510 -$                 2,624$              

COVID-19 Preventive Health - Title III D WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560513 -                   4,483                
Total AL #93.043 -                   7,107                

Aging Cluster:
Special Programs for the Aging: Title III, Part B: 93.044

Supportive Services - Title III B WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560340, 560343 -                   27,623              

COVID-19 Supportive Services - Title III B WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560343 -                   3,000                
Total AL #93.044 -                   30,623              

Special Programs for the Aging: Title III, Part C: 93.045
Special Programs for the Aging: Title III, Part C WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560355, 560360 -                   90,095              

COVID-19 Title III-Part C-Nutrition Services WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560353 -                   5,000                
Total AL #93.045 -                   95,095              

Nutrition Services Incentives Program 93.053 WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560422 -                   11,821              
Total Aging Cluster -                   137,539            

National Family Caregiver Support: Title III, Part E: 93.052
National Family Caregiver Support: Title III, Part E WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560523 -                   11,907              
COVID-19 National Family Caregiver Support: Title III, Part E WI DHS / GWAAR GEARS #560520 -                   4,043                

Total AL #93.052 -                   15,950              
Public Health Emergency Preparedness 93.069 WI DHS GEARS #155015 -                   25,742              
Environmental public Health and Emergecny Response 93.070 WI DHS GEARS #155076 -                   8,018                
Medicare Enrollment Assistance Program 93.071 WI DHS / Barron County GEARS #560620 -                   1,364                
Guardianship Assistance 93.090 WI DCF SPARC #3456 -                   7,825                
Immunization Cooperative Agreements 93.268 WI DHS GEARS #155020, 155809 -                   13,232              
State Health Insurance Assistance Program 93.324 WI DHS / Barron County GEARS #560432 -                   4,602                
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency Response 93.354 WI DHS GEARS #155812 -                   21,432              
Promoting Safe & Stable Families Program 93.556 WI DCF SPARC #3150, 3306 -                   26,937              
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 93.558 WI DCF SPARC #3377 -                   1,392                

Child Support Enforcement 93.563 WI DCF

 SPARC #7332, 7477, 7482, 
7506, 7622 -                   195,571            



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS (CONTINUED)

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

See Notes to Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

(3)

Federal Pass-Through Entity Passed
Federal Grantor Agency/Pass-Through Agency/ Assistance Pass-Through Identifying Through to Federal

Program or Cluster Title Listing # Entity Number Subrecipients Expenditures

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (Continued)

Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDF Cluster) 93.575 WI DCF SPARC #831 -$                 4,741$              

Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare Services Program 93.645 WI DCF SPARC #3413, 3561, 3681 -                   11,213              

Foster Care-Title IV-E 93.658 WI DCF

SPARC #3413, 3561, 3568, 
3588, 3645, 3681 -                   231,104            

Social Services Block Grant: 93.667
Human Services Contract WI DHS GEARS #561 -                   148,552            
Stepping on Grant WI DCF CORE #3561, 3681 -                   36,589              

Total Social Services Block Grant (AL #93.667) -                   185,141            
Children's Health Insurance Program 93.767 WI DHS / Northern IM Consortium GEARS #284 -                   4,910                
Medicaid Cluster: 93.778

Human Services Contract WI DHS GEARS #159322, 878 -                   33,909              
Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) WI DHS / Barron County GEARS #560152, 560155 -                   147,967            
Children's Long-Term Support (CLTS) - via Third Party Administrator ^^ WPS CY 2024 -                   1,158,225         
Income Maintenance Contract WI DHS / Northern IM Consortium GEARS #284 -                   139,665            
Wisconsin Medical Assistance Cost Reporting (WIMCR) WI DHS Final 2023 -                   50,232              

Total Medicaid Cluster -                   1,529,998         
Block Grants for Community Mental Health Services 93.958 WI DHS GEARS #515, 569 -                   16,647              
Block Grants for Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse 93.959 WI DHS GEARS #515, 545, 570 -                   21,661              
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Collaboration with Academia to Strengthen Public Health93.967 WI DHS GEARS #155820 -                   20,331              
Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant (PPHF) 93.991 WI DHS GEARS #159220 -                   4,808                
Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant 93.994 WI DHS GEARS #159320 -                   6,958                

Total U.S. Department of Health and Human Services -                   2,504,223         

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Emergency Management Performance Grant 97.042 WI DMA  2024-EMPG-01-13495 -                   29,547              

TOTAL FEDERAL EXPENDITURES 525,843$     5,398,294$       

^^ See Note 5



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SCHEDULE OF STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

See Notes to Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

(4)

State Grantor Agency/ State Grant
Program or Cluster Title I.D. Number Expenditures

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection

Soil and Water Resource Management 115.15 120,147$      
Land and Water Resource Management 115.40 50,523          
Farmer LED Watershed 115.NONE 525               

Total Department of Agriculture, Trade,
and Consumer Protection 171,195        

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Boating Enforcement Aids 370.550 4,645            
All-Terrain Vehicle Enforcement Aids 370.551 11,118          
Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims 370.553 147,975        
County Conservation Aids 370.563 2,452            
County Recreation Aids 370.564 4,158            
County Forest Loans 370.567 25,305          
County Forest Administration 370.572 57,905          
Snowmobile Trails 370.574/370.575 20,885          
All-Terrain Vehicle Aids 370.576/370.577 127,712        
Recycling Grant 370.670 81,936          
River Protection 370.675 6,266            
Dam - Municipal 370.763 6,015            

Total Department of Natural Resources 496,372        

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Specialized Transportation Assistance Program (see Note 7) 395.168 79,889          
County Forest Road Aids 395.170 8,054            
Transit Operating Aids 395.177 302,307        

Total Department of Transportation 390,250        

Wisconsin Department of Health Services
WIC Farmers Market Grant 435.154720 1,390            
Communicable Disease Control & Prevention 435.155800 3,162            
Cons Contracts Lead Poisoning 435.157720 2,587            
WH/FP RH 253.07 GPR 435.159317 29,986          
WH/FP RH 20.435 (1)(EV) 435.159322 2,605            

R&B RSUD OP Settlement 435.533178 5,595            
APS-Adult Protective Services 435.312 28,457          
Children's COP 435.377 45,079          
Alzheimer's Family Support 435.381 5,827            
Coordinated Services 435.515 50,238          
Community Mental Health 435.516 100,374        
Birth to Three Initiative 435.550 23,424          
Aging and Disability Resource Center 435.560100 204,582        
Basic County Allocation 435.561 557,494        
Basic County Allocation - State/County Match 435.681 72,258          
CLTS OTHER CWA ADMIN GPR 435.877 31,305          



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
SCHEDULE OF STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (CONTINUED)

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

See Notes to Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance

(5)

State Grantor Agency/ State Grant
Program or Cluster Title I.D. Number Expenditures

Wisconsin Department of Health Services (Continued)
Emergency Medical Services Funding Assistance 435.EMS 13,817$        
Passed through Area Agency on Aging:

State Senior Community Services 435.560330 5,264            
Title III, Part C-1 Congregate Meals 435.560355 35,744          
Title III, Part C-2 Home Delivered Meals 435.560360 4,696            
Elder Abuse 435.560490 10,247          

Passed through Northern Income Maintenance Consortium:
IMAA State Share 435.283 81,261          
IMAA 435.284 495               

Total Department of Health Services 1,315,887     

Wisconsin Department of Children and Families
CW Kinship Care Program - Benefits 437.3377 82,272          
CW Kinship Care Program - Assessment 437.3380 7,710            
JJ Youth Aids 437.3413 206,188        
DSP Subsidized Guardianship 437.3456 14,533          
Basic County Allocation 437.3561 222,059        
State/County Match 437.3681 17,787          
Child Support Enforcement 437.7502 39,003          
Child Support Medical Support 437.7606 493               
Food Stamp Agency Incentives 437.965 4,456            
Medicaid Agency Incentives 437.980 1,527            

Total Department of Children and Families 596,028        

Wisconsin Department of Justice
Treatment Alternatives and Diversion 455.271 54,178          
Victim Witness Assistance Program 455.532 30,031          

Total Department of Justice 84,209          

Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs
Computer & Hazmat Equipment Grant 465.308 2,544            
Emergency Planning Grant 465.337 6,917            
NextGen9-1-1 465.368 38,950          

Total Department of Military Affairs 48,411          

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs
County Grants (CVSO) 485.267 11,688          

Wisconsin Department of Administration
Land Information Grant 505.173 85,644          
Public Benefits 505.371 66,220          

Total Department of Administration 151,864        

Total State Financial Assistance 3,265,904     

Claims Paid to Providers via Third Party Administrator
Children's Long Term Support ^^ 753,037        

TOTAL STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE EXPENDITURES 4,018,941$   

^^ See Note 5



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN
NOTES TO SCHEDULES OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
DECEMBER 31, 2024

(6)

NOTE 1 REPORTING ENTITY

Rusk County is governed by a board of supervisors consisting of 19 elected members. 

The financial reporting entity for the County is based upon criteria set forth in generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body 
for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The financial 
reporting entity is defined by GASB to consist of (a) the primary government, 
(b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary 
government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity’s financial statements 
to be misleading or incomplete.

Rusk County is presented in the basic financial statements as the primary government. The 
Rusk County Transit Commission is considered a discretely presented component unit.
Federal and state awards passed through the County to the Commission are reported 
accordingly in this report. Any federal awards received directly by the Commission are not 
included in this report.

NOTE 2 BASIS OF PRESENTATION

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards (the Schedule) includes the 
federal award activity of Rusk County under programs of the federal government for the year 
ended December 31, 2024. The information in this Schedule is presented in accordance 
with the requirements of 2 CFR Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Because the 
Schedule presents only a selected portion of the operations of Rusk County, it is not 
intended to and does not present the financial position, changes in net position, or cash 
flows of Rusk County.

The schedule of state financial assistance has been presented on a basis to reflect the flow 
of available funds in the individual programs. Expenditures are presented on the modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Grant expenditures represent the amount of program funds 
expended during the year. 

NOTE 3 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting. Such expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the 
Uniform Guidance. Negative amounts shown on the Schedule represent adjustments or 
credits made in the normal course of business to amounts reported as expenditures in prior 
years. 



RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
NOTES TO SCHEDULES OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 

AND STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
DECEMBER 31, 2024 
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NOTE 4 CDBG PROGRAM REVOLVING LOAN FUND 
 

Housing Rehabilitation 

The County was awarded Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) in prior years for 
financing housing rehabilitation loans. Repayments received on the loans are recorded in a 
separate revolving loan fund by the County and are used to finance similar loans in 
accordance with the original grant agreements. Loans issued under the CDBG programs 
were $86,188 during the year ended December 31, 2024. The balance of loans outstanding 
was $2,607,396 as of December 31, 2024. These loans do not have continuing compliance 
requirements, and therefore, the above transactions are not included in the schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards. 
 
 

NOTE 5 CLAIMS PAID VIA THIRD-PARTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Amounts shown as paid via Third-Party Administrator (TPA) are payments made by a TPA 
for County authorized services. The TPA makes payments directly to service providers and 
receives reimbursement for these services directly from the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services (DHS). DHS guidance dictates that these transactions are to be included in the 
Schedules of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance. 
 
 

NOTE 6 INDIRECT COSTS 
 

The County has not elected to use the 10% de minimis indirect cost rate. 
 
 

NOTE 7 SPECIALIZED TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM MATCH 
 

The Specialized Transportation Assistance Program (State ID 395.168) requires a 20% 
matching contribution from the County. In 2024, the County’s match was $15,978. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS

BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

County Board
Rusk County, Wisconsin

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 
activities, the discretely presented component unit, each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of Rusk County, Wisconsin (County) as of and for the year ended December 31, 2024, and 
the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the County’s basic financial 
statements and have issued our report thereon dated September 5, 2025. 

Rusk County's basic financial statements include the operations of the Rusk County Transit 
Commission as a discretely presented component unit.  This report does not include the results of the 
testing of internal control over financial reporting or compliance and other matters that are reported on 
separately, because it operates separately and receives its own audit.

Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the County’s internal 
control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial 
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s 
internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal 
control. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the preceding paragraph 
and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that 
were not identified. However, as described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned 
costs, we identified certain deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses 
and significant deficiencies.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material 
misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a 
timely basis. 



County Board
Rusk County, Wisconsin

(9)

We consider the deficiencies described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned 
Costs as item 2024-002 that we consider to be a material weakness.

A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 
severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance. We consider the deficiencies described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and 
Questioned Costs as item 2024-001 that we consider to be a significant deficiency. 

Report on Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the County’s financial statements are free 
from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Rusk County’s Response to Findings

Government Auditing Standards requires the auditor to perform limited procedures on the County’s 
response to the findings identified in our audit and described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings 
and Questioned Costs. The County’s response were not subjected to the other auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion on the 
response.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
County’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the County’s internal control and 
compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Eau Claire, Wisconsin
September 5, 2025



CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen LLP) is an independent network member of CLA Global. See CLAglobal.com/disclaimer. 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 
CLAconnect.com 

(10)

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR FEDERAL AND 
STATE PROGRAM, REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE, AND REPORT ON 

THE SCHEDULES OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS AND STATE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE

REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE AND STATE SINGLE AUDIT GUIDELINES

County Board
Rusk County, Wisconsin

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal and State Program

Opinion on Each Major Federal and State Program

We have audited Rusk County, Wisconsin’s (County) compliance with the types of compliance 
requirements identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct 
and material effect on each of the County’s major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 
2024. We have also audited the County’s compliance with types of compliance requirements described 
in the State Single Audit Guidelines, issued by the Wisconsin Department of Administration that are 
applicable to each of its major state programs (including federal programs required to be tested as 
major state programs) for the same period. The County’s major federal programs and major state 
programs are identified in the summary of auditor’s results section of the accompanying schedule of 
findings and questioned costs. 

Rusk County’s basic financial statements include the operations of the Rusk County Transit 
Commission, a discretely presented component unit. Our audit, as described below, did not include the 
operations of the Rusk County Transit Commission because it operates separately and receives its own 
audit.

In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements 
referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal and state 
programs for the year ended December 31, 2024.

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal and State Program

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America (GAAS); the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; the audit requirements of 
Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance); and the State Single Audit 
Guidelines, issued by the Wisconsin Department of Administration. Our responsibilities under those 
standards, the Uniform Guidance, and the State Single Audit Guidelines are further described in the 
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report.

We are required to be independent of Rusk County and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in 
accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence 
we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on compliance for each 
major federal or state program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of Rusk County’s 
compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above.



County Board
Rusk County, Wisconsin
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Responsibilities of Management for Compliance

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of 
laws, statutes, regulations, rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to Rusk 
County’s federal and state programs.

Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the 
compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an 
opinion on Rusk County’s compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, the Uniform Guidance, and the State Single 
Audit Guidelines will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting 
material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may 
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
Noncompliance with the compliance requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a 
substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a 
reasonable user of the report on compliance about Rusk County’s compliance with the requirements of 
each major federal and state program as a whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, the Uniform 
Guidance, and State Single Audit Guidelines, we:

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

 Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and 
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include 
examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding Rusk County’s compliance with the compliance 
requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures as we considered 
necessary in the circumstances.

 Obtain an understanding of Rusk County’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit 
in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and 
report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and the 
State Single Audit Guidelines, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of Rusk County’s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, 
the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in 
internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit.
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Report on Internal Control Over Compliance

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal or state program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control 
over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, 
such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance 
requirement of a federal or state program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely 
basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, in internal control over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal or 
state program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the 
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify all 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not 
identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material 
weaknesses, as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal 
control over compliance may exist that were not identified. 

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal 
control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of 
the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Guidelines. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any 
other purpose.
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Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards Required by Uniform Guidance and 
Schedule of State Financial Assistance Required by State Single Audit Guidelines

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, discretely presented 
component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of Rusk County as of 
and for the year ended December 31, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise Rusk County’s basic financial statements. We have issued our report thereon 
dated September 5, 2025, which contained unmodified opinions on those financial statements. Our 
audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the basic financial statements. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards 
and schedule of state financial assistance are presented for purposes of additional analysis as required 
by the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Guidelines, respectively, and are not a required part of 
the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived 
from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic 
financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling 
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic 
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, 
the schedule of expenditures of federal awards and schedule of state financial assistance are fairly 
stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Eau Claire, Wisconsin
September 5, 2025
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PART I: SUMMARY OF AUDITOR’S RESULTS

Financial Statements
Type of auditors’ report issued: Unmodified
Internal control over financial reporting: 
•     Material weakness(es) identified? X yes no
•     Significant deficiency(ies) identified? X yes none reported

Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? yes X no 

Federal Awards 
Internal control over major programs:
• Material weakness(es) identified? yes X no
• Significant deficiency(ies) identified? yes X none reported

Type of auditors’ report issued on compliance for major programs Unmodified

Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported in 
accordance with 2 CFR 200.516(a)? yes X no

Identification of Major Federal programs:

Assistance Listing Number(s) Name of Federal Program or Cluster

20.509 Formula Grants for Rural Areas
21.027 COVID-19 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A 
and type B programs:          $750,000

Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee? X yes no
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PART I: SUMMARY OF AUDITOR’S RESULTS (CONTINUED)

State Awards
Internal control over major programs:
• Material weakness(es) identified? yes X no
• Significant deficiency(ies) identified that are not considered

to be material weakness(es)? yes X none reported

Type of auditors’ report issued on compliance for major programs Unmodified

Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported in 
accordance with the State Single Audit Guidelines? yes X no
Identification of major State programs:

State ID Number(s) Name of State Program or Cluster

395.177 Transit Operating Aids
435.561, 435.681, 
   437.3561, 437.3681 Basic County Allocation – State Funded and State/County Match

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A 
and type B programs:         $250,000

Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee? X yes no 
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PART II: FINDINGS RELATED TO INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING:

FINDING: 2024-001 Limited Segregation of Duties

Type of Finding: Significant Deficiency in Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

Criteria: Generally, a system of internal control contemplates separation of duties such 
that no individual has responsibility to execute a transaction, have physical 
access to the related assets, and have responsibility or authority to record the 
transaction.

Condition: In some of the smaller County offices the available staff precludes a proper 
separation of duties to assure adequate internal control.

Context: The limited size of the County’s staff in some departments responsible for 
accounting and financial duties precludes a complete segregation of incompatible 
duties. The County has informed us that it may not be cost effective to hire the 
additional personnel required to achieve complete segregation of duties.

Cause: The condition is due to limited staff available.

Repeat Finding: The finding is a repeat of a finding in the immediately prior year. Prior year 
finding number was 2023-001.

Effect: The potential exists that the design of the internal controls over financial reporting 
could affect the ability of the County to record, process, summarize and report 
financial data consistently with the assertions of management in the financial 
statements. In addition, this lack of segregation of duties may result in the 
county’s inability to prevent/detect misappropriation of County assets.

Recommendation: The County should continue to evaluate its staffing in order to segregate 
incompatible duties whenever possible.

Views of 
Responsible 
Officials: The County continues to work to achieve segregation of duties whenever cost 

effective. The Finance Director is the official responsible for ensuring corrective 
action of the deficiency.
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PART II: FINDINGS RELATED TO INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 
(CONTINUED):

FINDING: 2024-002 Material Audit Adjustments

Type of Finding: Material Weakness in Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

Criteria: The County should have controls in place to prevent or detect a material 
misstatement in the financial statements in a timely manner.

Condition: The audit firm proposed and the County posted to its general ledger accounts 
journal entries for correcting certain misstatements.

Context: The County has informed us that they will review adjustments proposed by us 
and will endeavor to minimize the number and amount of proposed adjustments 
in future audits, but will continue to rely upon the audit firm to propose such audit 
adjustments as are necessary to adjust accounts in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). Management will review and approve 
those entries prior to recording them.

Cause: The County has not established controls to ensure that all accounts are adjusted 
to their appropriate year-end balances in accordance with GAAP.

Effect: The potential exists that financial statements of the County may include 
inaccurate information not detected or prevented by County staff.

Recommendation: The County should continue to evaluate its internal control processes to 
determine if additional internal control procedures should be implemented to 
ensure that accounts are adjusted to their appropriate year-end balances in 
accordance with GAAP.

Views of 
Responsible 
Officials: The County will continue to rely upon the audit firm to propose audit adjustments 

necessary to adjust accounts in accordance with GAAP. Management will review 
and approve these entries prior to recording them. The finance director is the 
official responsible for ensuring corrective action of the deficiency.
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PART III: FINDINGS RELATED TO MAJOR FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAMS:

None.

PART IV: FINDINGS RELATED TO MAJOR STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS:

None.

PART V: FINDINGS RELATED TO STATE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:

None.

PART VI: OTHER ISSUES

1. Do the auditors’ report or the notes to the financial
statements include disclosure with regard to substantial
doubt as to the auditee’s ability to continue as a going
concern? No

2. Does the auditors’ report show audit issues (i.e., material
noncompliance, nonmaterial noncompliance, questioned
costs, material weaknesses, significant deficiencies,
management letter comments, excess revenue or excess
reserve) related to grants or contracts with funding agencies
that require audits to be in accordance with the State Single
Audit Guidelines:

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection No
Department of Natural Resources No
Department of Justice No
Department of Military Affairs No
Department of Veterans Affairs No
Department of Transportation No
Department of Administration No
Department of Health Services No
Department of Children and Families No

3. Was a management letter or other document conveying 
audit comments issued as a result of this audit? No

4. Name and Signature of Principal April L. Anderson, CPA

5. Date of Report September 5, 2025
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