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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:02 pm 
Wednesday, February 15, 2023.     
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, John Kalepp, Jerry 
Biller, Philip Unterschuetz   
 
Also present: Jerrad Macholl – Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen - Assistant Forest Administrator Heidi 
Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks Manager, Derek Jochimsen – WI DNR Liaison, Ashley Heath – 
Admin Coord. 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Don Mansky, Bob Grunseth, Darin Duncan, Rod Ellwinger, Ralph Phisher 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by Kalepp and second by Unterschuetz to approve January 18th, 2023 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• Update on maintenance of non-shared ATV trails  

• Comments regarding ATV trail access  

• Request to send email from DNR – Doug Brown to AdHoc committee members 
 

Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Campsites are slow this time of year, reservations are up from last year at this time 

• Snowmobile council is accepting applications for Storm Damage funding 
o $1 Million to be distributed 
o 1/3 of counties in the state were affected by the storm 

• Off-Road Vehicle Council looking into funding for storm damage cleanup as well 

• Received award letter for the Little Thornapple Bridge project along Highway 27 
o Reviewing placement and permitting  

• Weirgor ATV Trail 
o Minocqua grading has been working on hauling gravel 
o Members of the public had siphoned fuel out of the parked trucks 
o Project paused, waiting for cooler weather to resume 
o Summer change to do work if Primary is completely hauled this winter 
o Potential to rebid if primary gravel hauling is not completed by spring 

 
Timber Sale Report: 
Dane reported on the following: 

• Lots of wood ready to be hauled 

• Ted Strzok  
o 6 sales with wood to haul 
o Moving into the Weirgor sale 

• Northwest Hardwoods 
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o 2 jobs on Moose Ear Road, summer access as well 

• Tom King 
o Serley Camp Road 

• Futurewood – East side of the county 

• RM Bay – East side of the county  
 

Administrator Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Dane promoted to Assistant Forest Administrator 

• Staff are training in their new positions 

• Four applicants for the Forester position. Will be setting up interviews 

• Climate Adaptation Workshop in Hayward 
o Management practices for certification 
o Potential for change/adaptation to the 15-year plan 
o County and DNR staff attended 

• Reduced staffing  
o Parks Assistant resigned effective March 3rd 

• ANEW has been reaching out regarding Carbon Credit Reporting and County’s plan for the carbon credit 
revenue 

o Potential for revenue late summer to later fall 2023 
 

Public Lands AdHoc Committee Updates: 
Jerrad discussed moving forward with trail ordinance updates regarding access within County Forest Lands. 

Jerrad welcomed all Committee members to visit with him to discuss what they would like to happen with the 

ordinance.  

Discussion regarding reviewing and inspecting each and every forest road for accessibility. Unterschuetz 

requested Administrator to work directly with the AdHoc Committee to update the ordinance. The meeting will 

be scheduled by AdHoc chair, DuSell.  

 

Advertise to Bid – Weirgor ATV Trail Bridge:  
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Mike presented a request to advertise for an ATV bridge to span the Big Weirgor Creek.   
Motion by DuSell, Second by Kalepp to advertise for bid. Motion Carried  
 
Resolutions:  
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Motion by DuSell, second by Biller to approve 2023 ATV/UTV Trail Maintenance and Development, 2023 
Recreational Boating Facilities Grant, 2023 Snowmobile Trail Maintenance and Development, 2023 County 
Conservation Maintenance and Development Resolutions, and forward all to the County Board. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Kalepp, second by Unterschuetz to approve Species and Habitat Conservation Agreement, and forward 
to County Board. Motion Carried.  
 
2023 Snowmobile Storm Damage Grant Approval:  
Mike discussed the Grant must be submitted by March 1st, 2023. Working with snowmobile clubs regarding 
approved expenses. Entries have been made into the online system, SNARS. Staff will review and resubmit the 
approved entries that are allowable expenses.  
 
Motion by Biller, second by Unterschuetz to submit a grant application for 2023 Snowmobile Storm Damage. 
Motion carried.  
 
USDA APHIS Beaver Control 2023 Contract:  
Cost increase from $10,900 in 2022 to $13,371.22 in 2023. Prices are set on a three-year average of cost.   
Motion by Unterschuetz, Second by Kalepp to approve the USDA Aphis Beaver Control 2023 Contract. Motion 
Carried.  
 
Governance Day Camping Gift Certificates:  
Forestry Department has been asked to participate in Government Day 2023. Staff will have a presentation 
regarding forestry and will additionally participate in the departmental BINGO activity. Organizers requested 
prizes for the students. The department would like to offer 5 gift certificates valued at $60 each to be used for 
two nights of camping within the county forest campgrounds. The Administrative fee would need to be paid by 
those using the certificates.  
 
Motion by Kalepp, Second by Unterschuetz to approve 5 gift certificates of a $60 value each to be issued for 
Government Day activities. Motion Carried 
 
Reinstitution of Forestry Technician Position:  
The current parks Assistant Position will be vacated on Friday, March 3rd 2023. Jerrad requests to post for a 
Forestry Technician instead of a Parks Assistant. The Forestry Technician wages are in line with the duties that 
the new staff member will be assigned.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Schneider to reinstate and approve advertising Forestry Technician Position. Motion 
Carried. 
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Direct Sale of Unsold Timber Sale:  
 
 

 
Motion by Kalepp, Second by Biller to award the direct sale of 15-22 to Roger Hoyt. Motion Carried.  
 
Access Agreement:  
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Brandon Roach’s request for Access off of County B. Property access would include a stream crossing and new 
construction of a road approximately ¼ mile.  
Brandon would be responsible for permitting and construction of the bridge and road construction. Brandon will 
resume all responsibility for upkeep and legal requirements 
 
Motion by Kalepp, Second by Unterschuetz to table discussion until March pending further information regarding 
county liability for the stream crossing. Motion Carried.  
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Closed Session: – Timber Sale Contract Request 

Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 
require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).  

Motion by DuSell, second by Kalepp to go into closed session at 4:12 pm.  

Roll Call: Terry DuSell, Jerry Biller, Phil Unterschuetz, John Kalepp, Phil Schneider 
Present: Darin Duncan, Derek Jochimsen, Jerrad Macholl, Dane Gravesen, Mike Zimmer, Ashley Heath, Heidi 
Woldhuis 

Motion by DuSell second by Unterschuetz to return to open session at 4:54 pm; Motion carried  

Open Session: 
No motion was taken.  
 
Out-of-County Travel: 
N/A 
 
Announcements:  
Phil Schneider and Phil Unterschuetz attended a meeting at the DNR station regarding the wood industry 
throughout the state.  
 
Budget Review: 
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Kalepp requests additional information regarding fans installed in Forestry Shop.  
Motion by Unterschuetz, Second by Kalepp to approve the January AP report; Motion carried. 
 
Adjourn:  
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to Adjourn meeting. Motion carried.  
The meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.  
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 15th, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 


