Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee
Meeting Minutes
February 15th, 2023

The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:02 pm
Wednesday, February 15, 2023.

Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee: Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, John Kalepp, Jerry
Biller, Philip Unterschuetz

Also present: Jerrad Macholl — Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen - Assistant Forest Administrator Heidi
Woldhuis — Office Manager, Mike Zimmer — Parks Manager, Derek Jochimsen — WI DNR Liaison, Ashley Heath —
Admin Coord.

Present from the Public:
George Sihsmann, Don Mansky, Bob Grunseth, Darin Duncan, Rod Ellwinger, Ralph Phisher

Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Kalepp and second by Unterschuetz to approve January 18", 2023 meeting minutes; Motion carried

Public Comment:
e Update on maintenance of non-shared ATV trails
e Comments regarding ATV trail access
e Request to send email from DNR — Doug Brown to AdHoc committee members

Parks and Recreation Report:
Mike reported on the following:
e Campsites are slow this time of year, reservations are up from last year at this time
e Snowmobile council is accepting applications for Storm Damage funding
o S1 Million to be distributed
o 1/3 of counties in the state were affected by the storm
e Off-Road Vehicle Council looking into funding for storm damage cleanup as well
e Received award letter for the Little Thornapple Bridge project along Highway 27
o Reviewing placement and permitting
e Weirgor ATV Trail
Minocqua grading has been working on hauling gravel
Members of the public had siphoned fuel out of the parked trucks
Project paused, waiting for cooler weather to resume
Summer change to do work if Primary is completely hauled this winter
Potential to rebid if primary gravel hauling is not completed by spring

© O O O O

Timber Sale Report:
Dane reported on the following:
e Lots of wood ready to be hauled
e Ted Strzok
o 6 sales with wood to haul
o Moving into the Weirgor sale
e Northwest Hardwoods
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o 2 jobs on Moose Ear Road, summer access as well
Tom King

o Serley Camp Road
Futurewood — East side of the county
RM Bay — East side of the county

Administrator Report:

Jerrad reported on the following:

Dane promoted to Assistant Forest Administrator
Staff are training in their new positions
Four applicants for the Forester position. Will be setting up interviews
Climate Adaptation Workshop in Hayward
o Management practices for certification
o Potential for change/adaptation to the 15-year plan
o County and DNR staff attended
Reduced staffing
o Parks Assistant resigned effective March 3rd
ANEW has been reaching out regarding Carbon Credit Reporting and County’s plan for the carbon credit
revenue
o Potential for revenue late summer to later fall 2023

Public Lands AdHoc Committee Updates:

Jerrad discussed moving forward with trail ordinance updates regarding access within County Forest Lands.

Jerrad welcomed all Committee members to visit with him to discuss what they would like to happen with the

ordinance.

Discussion regarding reviewing and inspecting each and every forest road for accessibility. Unterschuetz

requested Administrator to work directly with the AdHoc Committee to update the ordinance. The meeting will
be scheduled by AdHoc chair, DuSell.

Advertise to Bid — Weirgor ATV Trail Bridge:
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Request for Sealed Bids:
Big Weirgor Crk. Clear Span ATV Bridge

The Rusk County Land and Forestry Comumnittee 15 accepting sealed bids at Eusk County Forestry
Department. 311 Miner Ave. E., S113 Ladysmuth WI 54848 for the following:

The construction and installation of a 100-foot clear span bridge in the Town of Mury, NE, STWi
of Sec. 12, T.36N.-E.8W.

Bid specifications may be obtained from the Rusk County Forestry Department at the address above.

For more information, please contact: Rusk County Forestry Department Office (713) 532-2113
Fax (715) 532-2138 Email: mike@mskcountywi.us

All bids must be received by 3:00 p.m. April 19, 2023 in a sealed envelope matked “Sealed Bid —
Big Weirgor Crle. ATV Bridge’.

Bid opening will be 3:00 p.m. April 19, 2023, during the regular Forestry Commuittes meeting at the
Rusk County Government Center.

Rusk County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids.

Mike presented a request to advertise for an ATV bridge to span the Big Weirgor Creek.
Motion by DuSell, Second by Kalepp to advertise for bid. Motion Carried

Resolutions:
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. @ "j RESOLUTION #
\\ 2023 ATV/UTYV TRAIL MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
[lUSK COUNTY | TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
E&%ﬁ"i— (‘\;‘;E) NAY |awin| | 1 WHEREAS, Rusk County is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public
” 'lﬂRerDl ng_ SL@eLLE= 2 outdoor recreation purposes as described in the application; and;
2 JERRY BILLER 3
3 ALAN RATHSACK 4 WHEREAS, Financial aid is required to carry out the project; and;
4_TONY HAUSER 5
LU VIO 6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Rusk County has budgeted a sum
[ RANDY TATUR 7 sufficient to complete the project or acquisition; and;
5. TOM CUDO 8
9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ 9  HEREBY AUTHORIZES Jerrad Macholl, Rusk County Forestry Department to act on
110.JON UNTERSCHUETZ | 10 behalf of Rusk County to:
11, PHIL SCHNEIDER 11
12 THBEIER 12 Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural
33 BIARE. SCHMITT 13 Resources for any financial aid that may be available;
:: ﬂ?ﬂ%‘f& 14 Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation
S 15 within 6 months of the project completion date;
16. LOIS GOODE XaS
17 DAVE WILLINGRAM 16 Submit signed documents; and
15, MICHAEL HRABAN 17 Talke necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project,
19. DAN GUDIS 18
19 BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Rusk County Board of Supervisors will
20 comply with state or federal rules for the programs to the general public during
TOTAL 21 reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain from the State of
22 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the National Park Service approval in
BOARD ACTION 23 writing before any change is made in the use of the project site,
Vote Required: Majarity Vote of a Quocum 24
25
Motion to Apgrove Adapted [:I
151 Defeated D
r
No; Yes:  Ewe
Reviewed by:
, Corp. Counsel
Reviewed by:
___, Fimance Director
FISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there is any fisenl impact
or net)
SUBMITTED BY:
yonnty Forestry Committee
- - Phil Schneider, Chairman / Jerry Biller
Certifleation: - 56 ; _7W
1, Cannie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify : ¥
that mm a e and c:snu,n:'p; O{T;é:l;?:x i U / / John Kalepp
that was adopted on the day of . s
2023 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisces. ’I'/// B
Phil Unterschuetz
“Connie Moyer
County Cleek, Rusk County 26
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!
"

RUSK COUNTY |

ROLL CALL
Bourd Members

NAY
{No)

AYE
(Yes)

Abatsin

1. TERRY DUSELL

2. JERRY BILLER

3. ALAN RATHSACK

4, TONY HAUSER

5. TERRY WEDWICK

6. ROBERT STOUT

7. RANDY TATUR

8 TOM CUDO

9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ

10 JON UNTERSCHUETZ

11, PHIL SCHNEIDER

12 JIM MEYER

13. MARK SCHMI'TT

14, JOHN KALEPP

15. TOM HANSON

16, LOIS GOODE

17. DAVE WILLINGHAM

18. MICHAEL HRABAN

19, DAN GUDIS

TOTAL

BOARD ACTION

Vote Reguired; Magpeity Vote of n Quonus

Motios Lo Approve Adopted D

Is Defeated D

£ -
No: Yes Exe:

Reviewad by:
, Conp, Connisel

Reviewed by:
, Finsace Director

FISCAL IMPACT: (Nete if there Is any fiscal impact
or not)

Certilieation:

1, Commie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify
that the above is a true and comeet copy of a resolution
that was adopted om the day of

2023 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors.

Connie Meyer
County Clerk, Rusk County
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RESOLUTION #

2023 SNOWMOBILE TRAIL MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPMENT

O U dh W N -

26

TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

WHEREAS, Rusk County is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public
outdoor recreation purposes as described in the application; and;

WHEREAS, Financial aid is required to carry out the project; and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Rusk County has budgeted a sum

sufficient to complete the project or acquisition; and;

HEREBY AUTHORIZES Jerrad Macholl, Rusk County Forestry Department to act on
behalf of Rusk County to:

Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources for any financial aid that may be available;

Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation
within 6 months of the project completion date;

Submit signed documents; and

Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Rusk County Board of Supervisors
will comply with state or federal rules for the programs to the general public during
reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain from the State of
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the National Park Service approval in
writing before any change is made in the use of the project site,

SUBMITTED BY:

e—

Rusk County Forestry Committee
// 74

Phil Schneider, Chairman

oy s

U

Jerry Biller

-
@hn Kalepp

rryPuSe

Phil Unterschuetz
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- @ ;', RESOLUTION #
i /
. 2023 COUNTY CONSERVATION AIDS PROGRAM
RUSK COUNTY TOTHE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ROLL CALL MAY | Abetsin { Y is inter i irine or i i
R = 1 WIIEREPLST Rusk County is mtcllcstcn:ll in acquiring o c.lr:vr:-jf:pmg lands for public
| TEREY DHISELL || 2 outdoor recreation purposes as deseribed in the application; and;
3, JERRY BILLER 3
3. ALAN RATHSACK . 4 WHEREAS, Financial aid is required to carry out the project; and;
4. TUNY HAUSER 5
;' :Eﬂ:ﬂinn:lfh —| 6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Rusk County has budgeted a sum
e e 7 sufficient to complete the project or acquisition; and;
|2 Tow CUDG 8§
9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETE R HERERY AUTHORIZES Jerrad Macholl, Rusk County Forestry Department to act on
100N UNTERSCHUETE ) 10 behalf of Rusk County to;
11. PHIL SCHNEIDER 11
L 12 Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural
S NN BT 13 Resources for amy financial aid that may be available;
e 14 Subinil reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation
15. TOM HANSOR i : : .
e 15 within & !'nunlhs of the project completion date;
17 DAYE WILLINGEAR la Submit signed documents; and
78, MICHAEL HRABAN 17 Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project,

19. DN GLITHS 18

- 19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Rusk County Board of Supervisors will
20 comply with state or federal rules for the programs to the general public during

TOTAL 2 reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain from the State of
~ 22 Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources or the Mational Park Service approval in
BOARD ACTION 23 writing before any change is made in the use of the project site.
Vaote Required: Mujority Vole al'a Quome 24
25
Mation to Approwe Adopted I:'
Ist Dualiated |:|
™
Ma: Yos: Exgt
Reviewl by:
. - o Corp. Canmese]
Reviewed by
. Financo Darectar
FISCAL IMPACT: (Nobe if there is any Geeal impact
ar o]
SUBMITTED BY:
Rusk County Forestry Committee /
L]
/ﬂj Epgh— éﬁ il .
Phil Eﬂ(l:ﬁider, Chairman Jerry Biller
Certification; .
I, Connie Meyes, Clerk of Rusk Comsty, berehy ocrlify -_—EJ\J -
that the pbove is a tree and comect copy of a resolstion ohn [{:alepp
that was adopted onthe _ day of _

2023 by the Rk Counly Board of Supervisora,

Coninie Meyer
County Clerk, Rusk Cowaty 16
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~ "} RESOLUTION #
ke 2023 RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES GRANT
I RUSK COUNTY I TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
mﬁ:‘t o | SAC bt | 1 WHEREAS, Rusk County is interested in acquiring or developing lands for public
T’l—'ﬁrmrm[);;ELl. 1 k) 2 outdoor recreation purposes as described in the application; and;
7 JERRY BILLER 3
3 ALAN RATHSACK 4 WHEREAS, Financial aid is required to carry out the project; and;
4. TONY HAUSER 5
L 6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Rusk County has budgeted a sum
% RANDY TATUR 7 sufficient to complete the project or acquisition; and;
8.TOM CUDO 8
9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ 9 HEREBY AUTHORIZES Jerrad Macholl, Rusk County Forestry Department to act on
10.JON UNTERSCHUETZ 10 behalf of Rusk County to:
11, PHIL SCHNEIDER 1
1. T MEVER 12 Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural
:: : ":)‘:{:KKS::;':T 13 Resources for any financial aid that may be available;
o me = - = 14 Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation
Tl 018 GOODE 15 within 6 months of the project completion date;
17 DAVE WILLINGHAM 16 Submit signed doct.lmcms; and ) )
18, MICHAEL HRABAN 17 Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project,
19. DAN GUDIS 18
19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Rusk County Board of Supervisors will
20  comply with state or federal rules for the programs to the general public during
TOTAL 21 reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain from the State of
22 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the National Park Service approval in
BOARD ACTION 23 writing before any change is made in the use of the project site,
Vote Required: Majority Vole of a Quonum 24
25
Motion %0 Appeove Adopted D
» o []
r
No:  Yes:  Exe:
Reviewed by:
, Carp. Commsel
Reviewed by:
, Finamce Directar
FISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there is nmy fiscal impact
or net)
SUBMITTED BY:
R»County l?orest%Com‘miuu
4 Phil Schneider, Chairman Jerry Biller
Cerlification: &
1, Commie Meyer, Cleck of Rusk County, horeby certify
Gk 155 howe Iy i sl c:’nmw«:pt: e v y John Kalepp
that was adopted o the day of
2023 by the Rusk County Board of Supervisces.
Phil Unterschuetz
Connie Meyer
County Clerk, Rusk County 26
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i
C® "/' RESOLUTION #
- : S T
~ RUSK COUNTY SPECIES AND HABITAT CONSERVATION AGREEMENT
RUSK COUNTY TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
HOLL CALL AYVE | NAY [Atwmins | | 1 WHEREAS, Rusk County manages approximately 89,000 acres of County Forest Lands
;&T';RRY e (Yed) | (No) | Beanel | | 5 along with numerous recreational trails and facilities which are managed for multiple
7, JERRY BILLER 3 benefits; and
3. ALAN RATHSACK
4 TONY HAUSER 5  WHEREAS, the Northern Long-eared Bat and Tri-colored Bat are expected to be listed
5 TERRY WEDWICK 6 as federally endangered in 2023 and the Little Brown Bat is under review for listing; and
6. ROBERT STOUT 7
7. RANDY TATUR 8  WHEREAS, the states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan have jointly developed
& TOM CUDO 9 the Lakes States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan in order to receive an
9. PHIL UNTERSCHUETZ 10 incidental take permit for forest management activities issucd by the U.S, Fish and
10 JON UNTERSCHUETZ 11 Wildlife Service; and
11 PHIL SCHNEIDER 12
12, JIM MEVER 13 WHEREAS, Rusk County plans to engage in activities that could result in the incidental
13. MARK SCHMITT 14 take of the bats and seek to be included in under the Incidental Take Permit issued to the
LI EALEDY 15  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; and
15. TOM HANSON 16
L e 17 WHEREAS, Rusk County will comply with the terms of the Species and Habitat
T Tamw e oo 18 Conservation Agreement.
19. DAN GUDIS 19
20 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors
21 inconsideration of the need to conserve the bat populations in Wisconsin while
TOTAL 22 continuing multiple-use management consistent with the Rusk County Forest
23 Comprehensive Land Use Plan, hereby agree to enter into a Landowner Agreement and
BOARD ACTION 24 Certificate of Inclusion into the Lakes States Forest Management Bat Habitat
25  Conservation Plan; and
Vote Required: Majority Vote of 2 Guorum 2
27  BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Forest Administrator be authorized to
Mosian to Approve Adapted D 28  sign the agreement and submit this document to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
a Dt LJ 29  Resources.
== 30
2-‘
No: Yes Exe: 31
Reviewed by:
, Camp, Commsel
Reviewed by:
, Finwoce Direcsar
FISCAL IMPACT: (Note If there Is any fiscal impact
or not)
SUBMITTED BY:
Cerfification: Rusk C !}f‘ormry sommjttee
1, Connie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify %7‘/ % 2
that the above is a e and coerest copy of a resaluti ‘4 - -
thal d on the T e . . s
m;;‘:; bro-cordrms o ;;"“; — A __Phil Schneidey, Chairman
L l\ ¢
o
Caonnty Cleck, Rusk County
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Motion by DuSell, second by Biller to approve 2023 ATV/UTV Trail Maintenance and Development, 2023
Recreational Boating Facilities Grant, 2023 Snowmobile Trail Maintenance and Development, 2023 County
Conservation Maintenance and Development Resolutions, and forward all to the County Board. Motion Carried.

Motion by Kalepp, second by Unterschuetz to approve Species and Habitat Conservation Agreement, and forward
to County Board. Motion Carried.

2023 Snowmobile Storm Damage Grant Approval:

Mike discussed the Grant must be submitted by March 1%, 2023. Working with snowmobile clubs regarding
approved expenses. Entries have been made into the online system, SNARS. Staff will review and resubmit the
approved entries that are allowable expenses.

Motion by Biller, second by Unterschuetz to submit a grant application for 2023 Snowmobile Storm Damage.
Motion carried.

USDA APHIS Beaver Control 2023 Contract:

Cost increase from $10,900 in 2022 to $13,371.22 in 2023. Prices are set on a three-year average of cost.
Motion by Unterschuetz, Second by Kalepp to approve the USDA Aphis Beaver Control 2023 Contract. Motion
Carried.

Governance Day Camping Gift Certificates:

Forestry Department has been asked to participate in Government Day 2023. Staff will have a presentation
regarding forestry and will additionally participate in the departmental BINGO activity. Organizers requested
prizes for the students. The department would like to offer 5 gift certificates valued at $60 each to be used for
two nights of camping within the county forest campgrounds. The Administrative fee would need to be paid by
those using the certificates.

Motion by Kalepp, Second by Unterschuetz to approve 5 gift certificates of a $60 value each to be issued for
Government Day activities. Motion Carried

Reinstitution of Forestry Technician Position:

The current parks Assistant Position will be vacated on Friday, March 3™ 2023. Jerrad requests to post for a
Forestry Technician instead of a Parks Assistant. The Forestry Technician wages are in line with the duties that
the new staff member will be assigned.

Motion by DuSell, second by Schneider to reinstate and approve advertising Forestry Technician Position. Motion
Carried.
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Direct Sale of Unsold Timber Sale:

Fall 2022 Rusk County Forest Bid Sheet
Tract #15-22 "Welcome fo the Jungle” sale

| hereby submit the following bid:

Species Product Est. Volume® | Bid per unit Total Bid
Basswood Sawlogs 15 Zob, o0 2008.00
Hard Maple Sawlogs 16 2o, 00 3aon. 00
Mixed Hwd Sawlogs 20 Foo. 00 OO0 (2]
Basswood Pulpwood 170 L5 H#7. 50
Mixed Hwd Pulpwood 1750 P £ 728,00
*volumes are in TONS for pulpwood and MBF for logs* Total Bid
Minimum Value: $21,135.00
10% Bid Bond Required {

Sale method:
Lockbax Ticket (Mill Scale)

Bidder Name: A’)oj?ﬁ.,.- /ﬁ‘j;‘

Address: .
pgelele fd Ge S AL

,{,‘_ [-8 ‘ﬁ‘j '5' r"'h. ’!'frf '¢C_a}_?_ fJ_Lf,d:yJ

Signature: /ews,f.L /L‘/ “ﬁff; ‘

letrer of

[ ] L

Motion by Kalepp, Second by Biller to award the direct sale of 15-22 to Roger Hoyt. Motion Carried.

Access Agreement:
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|-_. — - Brandon Roach Access
(] h
= Kf S

I:l County Forest Land

I:I Brandon Reoach Property

Anderson

Brandon Roach’s request for Access off of County B. Property access would include a stream crossing and new
construction of a road approximately % mile.

Brandon would be responsible for permitting and construction of the bridge and road construction. Brandon will
resume all responsibility for upkeep and legal requirements

Motion by Kalepp, Second by Unterschuetz to table discussion until March pending further information regarding
county liability for the stream crossing. Motion Carried.
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Closed Session: — Timber Sale Contract Request

Chair announces closed session for deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons
require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).

Motion by DuSell, second by Kalepp to go into closed session at 4:12 pm.

Roll Call: Terry DuSell, Jerry Biller, Phil Unterschuetz, John Kalepp, Phil Schneider
Present: Darin Duncan, Derek Jochimsen, Jerrad Macholl, Dane Gravesen, Mike Zimmer, Ashley Heath, Heidi
Woldhuis

Motion by DuSell second by Unterschuetz to return to open session at 4:54 pm; Motion carried

Open Session:
No motion was taken.

Out-of-County Travel:
N/A

Announcements:
Phil Schneider and Phil Unterschuetz attended a meeting at the DNR station regarding the wood industry
throughout the state.

Budget Review:
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.

Review and Approve Bills:
Kalepp requests additional information regarding fans installed in Forestry Shop.
Motion by Unterschuetz, Second by Kalepp to approve the January AP report; Motion carried.

Adjourn:
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to Adjourn meeting. Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 15%, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.

Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis — Forestry Department Office Manager
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