RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: February 13%, 2024
ROLL CALL: R. STOUT, J. MEYER, J. KALEPP, S. ZESIGER, T. DUSELL
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. HANSEN

Open Session: Meeting called to order at 8:02 am.

Public Comment: None.

Minutes: DuSell/Kalepp motion to approve minutes from December 12th. Motion carried.

Payment Approval Report: Kalepp/DuSell motion to approve payment approval reports from January
and February. Motion carried.

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, April 9", 2024 at 8:00 am

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger presented the 2023 damage claims to the committee. A
discussion was held on bear activity in the county. Zesiger noted bear numbers are similar to last year.
Crop damage was down overall due to a decrease in deer and bear damage. Elk damage reports
increased. DuSell/Meyer motion to approve crop damage assessments and claims as presented. Motion
carried.

Zesiger mentioned he took a new position and will be filling a higher role within UDSA APHIS. Plans to
hire for the position are underway and he is covering both jobs at this time.

NRCS Report: No report presented.

FSA Report: A committee member relayed information regarding FSA updates. Highlights included farm
loan applications, conservation programs, and a recap of the dairy margin. March 15 is the due date for
crop reporting.

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk explained satellite offices were on-going at
the Bruce and Sheldon locations as well as efforts to reach the public at the farmer’s market. Stadnyk
noted a seminar was held for town personnel and highway workers regarding wetland permitting and
delineation. Other updates included the online 2024 tree sale, receiving the Healthy Lakes grant, and
finishing reimbursements. Stadnyk reported numbers for Zoning permits at 9 land use and 10 sanitary.

Land Conservation Report

Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications submitted.

Out of County Travel: DuSell/Kalepp motion to approve out of county requests for Stadnyk to Producer
Led Workshop and Hansen and Runstrom to WLWCA. Motion carried.




Wildlife Damage Trap Monitor Amendment: Zesiger requested approval to purchase new trap monitors
and amend the previous request. The current company’s monitors were unsatisfactory and a new
company will be used to purchase around 90 new monitors. All funding for this request is passthrough.
Meyer/DuSell motion to approve the amendment for the trap monitors up to $65,000 with
reimbursement from the state. Motion carried.

No-till Program: Stadnyk reported a grant for $10,000 was received from Compeer Financial to start a
no-till program and purchase equipment. A discussion was held regarding the no-till drill and the next
steps to take. Additional funding is needed to purchase the equipment.

Conservation Speaking Contest: Stadnyk gave an update on the speaking contest. We sent two students
to the regional level in early February. Our elementary division student took second place and our junior
level participant took first place and advances to state. The overall turnout for the competition was
successful and a new contest location may be needed next year due to increased participation.

Pigeon Creek Dam Update: Stadnyk explained the plan for Pigeon Creek Dam is still in review at the
state level. Hoping to have an update from the DNR in spring.

Lea Lake Dam Inspection: Stadnyk informed committee members the Lea Lake dam was up for an
inspection. A discussion was held on releasing a request for bids to complete the inspection per state
requirements. DuSell/Kalepp motion to send out an RFP to bid out an inspection of Lea Lake dam.
Motion carried.

Wetland Delineation Training & Plant ID: Stadnyk requested approval to register for a course on
wetland delineation and plant id through UW- La Crosse. This course would provide half accreditation to
become a DNR assured wetland delineator. This qualification could be a service the county may offer to
assist other departments and general public. Meyer/Kalepp motion to approve registration for the
course up to $1,450 for training and transportation costs covered through SWRM funding. Motion
carried.

Adjourn: Meyer/Kalepp motion to adjourn at 9:10 am. Motion carried.

Minutes prepared by Rachel Hansen.



