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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:01 pm 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022.     
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, John Kalepp, Jerry 
Biller, Philip Unterschuetz   
 
Also present: Ashley Heath – Interim Forest Administrator/Admin Coord., Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest 
Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks Manager, Derek Jochimsen – DNR Rusk 
County Forest Liaison 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Mansky, Tom Paulson, Dave Williams 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion DuSell and second by Biller to approve November 16th, 2022 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• None 
 

Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Josie Creek Campground new well drilled, approximately 36 feet deep 

• Snowmobile clubs were freezing down trails and gates being opened, prior to the snowstorm 

• Snowmobile clubs are attempting to open trails following the snowstorm  
o Focusing on connecting towns, then moving outward on trails  

• Checked on Josie Creek Campground and Community Park following the snowstorm 
o Cleanup efforts are needed due to downed trees 

• Will be checking up on Audie, Perch, and Murphy Campgrounds  

• Weirgor ATV gravel hauling 
o Waiting for township roads to be cleaned up to gain access  

• Tom Paulson asked regarding the mileage of trails cleaned per day/hour 
 

Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Strzok – 3 sales on the East side of the County 

• Strzok finished a sale on Betty Lake Road. The entire sale is decked and needs to be scaled 

• Country Forest Products finished sale on Townline Rd 

• Northwest Hardwoods trying to finish the sale on Moose Ear Rd 
o Snow is presenting a challenge for finding the down timber 

• Northwest Hardwoods spend two days clearing Moose Ear Rd to gain access to timber sale  

• Tom King cutting on Serley Camp Road 

• Roger Hoyt planning on finishing two sales, starting a third if possible 

• Working with DNR regarding use of DNR hour usage due to storm damage  
 



Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

December 21st, 2022 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

Administrator Report: 
Ashley reported on the following: 

• Request to the Governor regarding state funding needed to assist with cleanup in the County Forest 
Lands  

o Ashley invited Evers to visit Rusk County to witness the damage that has been done  
o Declaration from Governor must be made in order to gain additional funding for the snowmobile 

club maintenance funding  
 

Public Lands AdHoc Committee Updates: 
The proposed ordinance was sent to DNR for feedback. There will need to be a significant amount of work on 

the ordinance language in which it contradicts itself and they had additional concerns regarding compliance and 

confusion.  

The committee would like a copy of the email from Doug Brown forwarded to them to review.  

Additionally, a plan regarding guidelines for open or closed access should be determined, rutting policy, etc. 

Criteria for open roads and closed roads need to be set.  

Member of the public inquired about the original creek crossing violation. The Highway department had done 

some road work, additional work will need to be resumed this winter so the road can be put to bed.  

 

Private Property Access: 
No Show from the property owner who requested to be on the agenda.  
Committee discussed the situation.  
 
Survey – Hatch Property:  
Request to survey the boundaries of the property including 20 corners and GPS mapping.  
Morgan and Parmley - $6,150.00 
Jim Scheffler – $7,850.00 
$1,233.00 remaining in the grant for reimbursement, the cost to the county would be around $4,917 to be paid 
out of the Land Acquisition Account.  
Potential to complete late winter to early summer.  
 
Motion by Kalepp second Unterschuetz to approve Morgan and Parmley to complete Hatch property survey; 
spending $4917 out of Land Acquisition Account.  
 
Bruce Snowmobile Club:  
Member of the public, a non-club member, requesting additional calls and letters to snowmobile clubs regarding 
deadlines. Zimmer explained the quantity and quality of communication between clubs and the entry of 
grooming and maintenance information. The committee discussed the failure of one club to complete entries 
into the online SNARS program was not a programmatic or communication problem, but a failure of the club.  
 
Culvert Purchase – Timber Sale:  
Discussion regarding the need for culverts on select timber sales.  
Motion by DuSell second by Kalepp to forward to Property Committee, approval to purchase 30’ plastic 48” 
diameter culvert for timber sales from state-aid loan funds. Motion Carried  
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Blue Hills Trail Reimbursement Request:  
Tom Paulson presented a request for reimbursement for gravel hauled to the ski trail. Gravel is $600.00 and the 
skid steer work was $225.00 
The road was utilized by a logger to gain access to the timber sale. The logger had built up the road by hauling in 
gravel, did some ditching, and inserted culverts.  
The committee discussed the impact of spending funds in this manner.  
 
Forestry Equipment Request:  
Currently, the department has one UTV machine with tracks that can travel through heavy snow. Staff would like 
the option to purchase tracks for a 4-wheeler to have access to a second machine to get through the snow. 
Would be part of the 2023 forestry equipment budget. Options between $3,100 - $4,900+ 
Kalepp inquired about utilizing a snowmobile vs purchasing tracks for four-wheelers. Department had requested 
a snowmobile previously and was denied the purchase.  
 
Motion by Biller second by Kalepp to approve $4500 on four-wheeler tracks. Forward to property, motion carried.  
 
Out-of-County Travel: 
December 7th 2022 Tigerton, WI 
Visual Merchandising Workshop 
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Biller to approve out-of-county travel for D. Gravesen, N. Wilson, J. Moore, M. 
Zimmer to attend Visual Merchandising Workshop. Motion Carried.  
 
Budget Review: 
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.  
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by Biller, Second by Kalepp to approve the November AP report; Motion carried. 
 
 
Adjourn:  
The meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 18th, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 


