
 
 

RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

DATE: November 19th, 2024 
ROLL CALL: P. SCHNEIDER, A. HAMPTON, K. GORSEGNER, K. HALBUR, D. GUDIS 
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. FISCHER, J. GUNDLACH 
 
Open Session:  Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 14th, 2025 at 8:00 am. 
 
Minutes: Gudis/Gorsegner motion to approve October meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report: Gorsegner/Hampton motion to approve payment approval reports from 
September & October. Motion carried. 
 

Agency Reports  
 

Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Stadnyk reported on behalf of USDA. A replacement was hired for the 

Wildlife Damage Technician position. Work is focused on assessing photos of bear damage to field corn 

and calculating loss from deer damage assessments. 

NRCS Report: Gundlach provided deadlines for the CSP and EQIP funding. Total applications received in 

Rusk county for EQIP reached 46. Gundlach noted the office is fully staffed after a staffing shortage.  

FSA Report: Stadnyk reviewed funding opportunities for landowners. 

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported permit numbers from Zoning: 127 

sanitary and 334 land use. Land Information was awarded a DMA grant for 911 data and the 2025 grant 

application was approved. Stadnyk noted a call came in regarding a possible violation of NR151 and 

follow-up will be completed. Work is being conducted on surface water sampling at salvage yards. 

Stadnyk is working with North Cedar Academy to help them build a program focused on environmental 

issues/sustainability. The 2025 poster & speaking contests are underway and scheduled for January. 

 

Discussion and Possible Motion 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications: No applications submitted.  
 
Out of County Travel: Stadnyk requested out of county travel to Hazelhurst, WI on December 5th for a 
course on wetlands. Motion by Gorsegner/Hampton to approve out of county travel request for 
Stadnyk. Motion carried. 
 
SWRM Contracting: Stadnyk explained SWRM contracts and reimbursements for landowners. A 
discussion was held regarding state statutes and Chapter 92. Motion by Gorsegner/Hampton to allow 
the Land Conservationist full authority to execute contracts and grant reimbursements for DATCP SWRM 
cost-share projects. Motion carried. 



 
 

 
Project Wrap-up: Stadnyk provided a list of projects funded or under contract this year. A wetland 
restoration is planned for next year. 
 
LWRMP Update: Stadnyk updated the committee on the initial stages of the 10-year plan for the Land & 

Water Division. An advisory committee was created and their first meeting was held. Updates will be 

provided in the future.  

Envirothon: Fischer explained Envirothon to committee members. This environmental challenge is an 

event for middle school and high school students. Ladysmith Highschool has participated and done well. 

A request was made by Fischer to attend Envirothon in April 2025 in Rosholt, WI. Motion by 

Hampton/Gudis to approve request for Fischer to attend Envirothon at the Lions Camp in Rosholt. 

Motion carried. 

SEG Fund Transfer: Stadnyk requested to transfer funds to Polk County and other counties in need of 

SEG funding. Gudis/Gorsegner motion to transfer remaining 2024 SEG funds to Polk County and other 

counties requesting funding. Motion carried.  

 

Adjourn: Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 8:34 am. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by Rachel Fischer. 


