
 

 

 
RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
DATE: November 16, 2021  
ROLL CALL: T. DUSELL, R. STOUT, J. MEYER, M. QUADE, W. MCBAIN, M. SCHMITT 
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, R. HANSEN, S. ZESIGER, J. SPIEGEL, J. VANDOORN, L. GOTHAM  
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:05 am 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Minutes:   Schmitt/McBain motion to approve minutes from October 12th. Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report: Meyer/Schmitt motion to approve payment approval report. Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, December 14th, 2021 @ 8:00am 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger stated wildlife damage claims are wrapping up for the season.  
 
NRCS Report: Stadnyk reported on behalf of Besasie. Since last month, the NRCS has reopened for 
appointments, but all visitors are required to wear a mask.  
 
The Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) sign up deadline for the first contracting period is 
November 19th, 2021. Currently, there is a lot of interest in the program. Producers are encouraged to 
contact the NRCS before the deadline. 
 
Stadnyk noted the NRCS is completing their field season with ongoing construction and provided 
updates on cover crops.  
 
FSA Report: Quade provided the committee with several new FSA updates. DMC payments were issued 
for September with a margin of $6.93 and the FSA is still waiting on 2022 DMC sign-up and pending dairy 
programs. The Rusk County FSA office hired a new employee from UW-Madison who will begin in 
December. 
 
Quade mentioned the USDA issued the final payment to producers impacted by 2019 natural disasters. 
 
Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk reported the Zoning Department has issued 
351 land use permits compared to 227 last year at this time. It was noted sanitary permits have 
increased as well from 102 in 2020 to 154 this year. 
 
Stadnyk stated the Land Information Department has begun discussing the remonumentation process 
for the township of True. An update of the redistricting process was given as the final stage (certifying 
the map) is nearing completion. Future plans for the Land Information Department include making 
improvements on the parcel maps and discussing how to develop accurate foundational layers. 
 
Stadnyk updated the committee on the CREP program and how it is handled under the farm bill. The 
Land Conservation Department is committed to joining CREP in 2022.  



 

 

Stadnyk reported the Land Conservation Department has been rebuilding an aerator to use at Audie 
Lake this winter. A discussion was held by the committee about maintaining the aerator seasonally to 
support the fish population. Spiegel joined the discussion and commented about his experience with 
lakes in Sawyer County and sustaining oxygen levels for fish. 
  
Stadnyk explained the Rusk County Land Conservation Department will be receiving funds from Barron 
County. This bond money from the DATCP grant will increase the budget for upcoming projects. A total 
of $7,000 will be transferred to save funds from the 2022 budget. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications: None 
 
Out of County Travel: No out of county travel. 
 
Elk Damage: Stadnyk invited Van Doorn to express concerns of elk damage on his property in the 
County. Van Doorn presented information about elk on his farmland and the presence of them in 
Wisconsin. Action has been taken by the USDA to support Van Doorn and efforts have been focused on 
relocating elk. Nearly $35,000 of damage was assessed on Van Doorn’s property and wildlife damage 
claim funds will cover up to $10,000. 
 
A discussion was held by agency representatives and the committee on how to deter elk from farmland 
and the effectiveness of control methods. Committee members mentioned the cap limit on funds 
awarded to affected farmers. Conversation continued about pushing to change the cap and allow 
farmers more money based on damage claims. 
 
Several elk damage plans were presented to support landowners. Spiegel noted trapping elk and 
relocating them is set to begin this winter. Solutions were suggested by the committee to relocate elk 
into County and Federal land by planting lure crops. Spiegel mentioned lure crops could be used in the 
future as a food source to relocate elk with some helpful insight from famers. 
 
Spiegel commented on previous successes with elk management plans in Sawyer County and how they 
could be implemented in Rusk County. Assistance with funding can be brought in from multiple sources 
and grants to manage elk populations. 
 
Pigeon Lake Dam: Gotham informed the committee of the conditions at Pigeon Lake Dam and posed the 
question of applying for a municipal grant. Gotham explained the dam had never been inspected and 
beavers have overtaken the area. Photos were presented to the committee of the dam showing a 
rusted-out pipe and conditions which impact the roadway. 
 
The committee discussed acting on the dam for preventative measures in accordance to DNR 
regulations. Replacement would include creating a principal spillway and removing the beaver dam. 
Previous work in the County has been completed by the Highway Department and would be suggested 
for this project. 
 
Grants are available through the DNR and awarded on a point-based system. The committee foresees 
applying for the grant to receive funds to repair the dam will be beneficial. Dusell/McBain motion to 
approve applying for a municipal grant through the DNR. Motion carried. 



 

 

   
Healthy Lakes Grant Application Resolution: Stadnyk presented information regarding the Healthy 
Lakes Grant Application. This DNR grant would allow the County funding to assisted shoreland property 
owners. Schmitt/Dusell motion to approve involvement in Healthy Lakes Grant. Motion carried. 
  
Adjourn: Schmitt/Dusell motion to adjourn at 9:59 am. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by Rachel Hansen. 
 


