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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 3:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 19, 2022.     
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Terry DuSell, John Kalepp, Jerry 
Biller, Dan Gudis  
 
Also present: Ashley Heath – Interim Forest Administrator/Admin Coord., Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, 
Mike Zimmer – Parks Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester, 
Derek Jochimsen – DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, Pat Zimmer – DNR Forester Team Leader, John Runstrom 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Al Gerber, Jim Wappenschmidt 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell and second by Biller to approve September 21st, 2022 meeting minutes; Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• ATV trail updates 

• Private property land use 

• ATV trail standard history 
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Winterizing campgrounds – turning the water off.  

• Pulling out 17 docks next week  

• Snowmobile bridge surveys regarding club needs for grant applications 

• Potato Lake snowmobile bridge – building this winter, installation next summer 

• Little Thornapple river snowmobile bridge – waiting for an award letter 

• Weirgor ATV trail project – shaping completed  
o Continuous use by ATVs during construction concerns regarding maintenance needs 

• 18 loads of gravel hauled to Weirgor Rd (Troute)  

• BMP violation site  
o Shaped, seeded, and signed  
o Stream restoration next summer 

 
Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Ted Strzok  
o Slack Road – completed, still have some to haul 
o Stout Road – completed, still have some to haul 
o 40% of sales have been closed out 
o Currently in the ski trail area and Betty Lake Road 
o Some sales that will potentially need extensions at end of the year 

• Futurewood 
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• Wiitala Vozka  

• Country Forest Products 
o Townline Road  

• Northwest Hardwoods 
o Moose Ear & county F almost done 
o Opened a sale on Moose Ear 

• Record Timber Sales at $2.29M 

• Carbon Credit reporting for the first year of harvesting 

• WCFA Fall meetings were informative and educational 
o Jerrad appointed to WI Elk advisory committee 

• Pulp market is strong, log market is down  
 
Administrator Report: 
Ashley reported on the following: 

• Mower was approved by the property committee and purchased 

• Carbon credit reporting  
o Site visit next Friday 

 
Public Lands AdHoc Committee Updates: 
AdHoc committee compiled maps and ordinance proposals to be sent to Corp Council for review.  
Discussion regarding violation sanctions, and history of ATV use in the county.  
Letter received by WI DNR Hydrologist Nolan Kriegel and read by Administrative Coordinator.  
AdHoc committee has a scheduled meeting on November 10th at 6:00 pm. Discussion regarding concerns within 
the ordinance and maps as proposed. Conversation from DNR regarding the map and the need to look closer at 
maps and details. Dave Kafura (WCFA) has volunteered to assist with looking at open areas in regard to water 
regulations.  
Request to disperse letter received to AdHoc and Forestry Committee members.  
 
Phone Stipend for Forester:  
Phone is utilized for work needs by Foresters.   
 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Kalepp to forward to Property Committee approval of phone stipend for Forester; 
Motion Carried.  
 
Campground Rates: 
Discussion regarding current fees. Request to raise rates $30 to $35 per night and a $15 admin fee.  
Committee would like a summary report of expenses and revenue for the November meeting.  
 
Josie Creek Dump Station Fees: 
Committee would like a summary report of expenses and revenue for the November meeting.  
 
Shooting Range Fee: 
Discussion of adding a fee, honor system, or continuing no-fee use. Potential to add signs regarding free use area 
while it remains clean. Add to the November meeting agenda 



Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
October 19, 2022 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

Josie Creek Well: 
Discussion regarding installing a new well at Josie Creek utilizing Parks Development – parks improvements 
funding. Reviewed quote from Kramer Service Group $15,995. The well has been chlorinated 4 times in 2022.  
 
Motion by Kalepp second by Gudis to forward to Property Committee approval to update the Josie Creek Well 
utilizing Parks Improvement fund up to budgeted amount in Park Improvements; motion carried 
 
Advertise to bid – Gravel Hauling and Grading: 
Gravel from Murphy Pit to be hauled to the Weirgor ATV trail project.  
 
Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to approval advertise to bid.  
 
Access Permit Approval: 
Lake States Timber off of Stout Road. Previous approval, expired spring of 2022. Expiration of March 2024.  
 
Motion by DuSell, second by Kalepp to grant access permits; Motion Carried.  
 
 
Timber Sale Prospectus: 

• Discussion of updates of due times and opening time 

 

Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to accept the Prospectus; Motion Carried  

 

Advertise for Fall Timber Sale: 

• Reviewed Fall Timber Sales packet 

 

Motion by Biller, second by DuSell to Advertise for the Fall Bid Opening; Motion Carried  

 
Out-of-County Travel: 
Elk Advisory Committee – Rothschild – November 14th, Jerrad Macholl 
 
Motion by Kalepp, second by DuSell to approve out-of-county travel; Motion carried  
 
Budget Review: 
The budget report was made available to committee members in the committee folder on the server for review.  
Reviewed account lines of concern.   
 
Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Kalepp to approve the September AP report; Motion carried. 
 
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at 4:33 p.m. Motion carried. 
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The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 16th at 3:00 p.m. LEC Board Room.  
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 


