
 

 

 
RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 
DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2021 
ROLL CALL: T. DUSELL, R. STOUT, J. MEYER, M. QUADE, W. MCBAIN (VIA VIDEOCALL), M. SCHMITT (VIA 
VIDEOCALL) 
OTHERS PRESENT: N. STADNYK, N. BESASIE, R. HANSEN, S. ZESIGER (VIA VIDEOCALL) 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:00 am 
 
Public Comment: Dusell plans to attend the Farm Bureau meeting slated for early December and 
welcomed committee members to share photos and information regarding wildlife deprivation in Rusk 
County. 
 
Minutes:   Dusell/Meyer motion to approve minutes from September 14th. Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report: Dusell/Meyer motion to approve payment approval report. Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, November 16th, 2021 @ 8:00am 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program: Zesiger provided updates on continuing efforts to control elk, deer, 
and bear in the County and explained efforts to deter wildlife from damaging crops. It was determined 
that silage damage was down this year and 169 bears have been relocated. Zesiger reported plans to 
relocate elk this winter are underway.  
 
Zesiger proposed 2021 crop prices based on average market prices from September 2020 to September 
2021. Committee discussed the method of determining average pricing for corn, soybeans, cranberries, 
and forage. The committee came to an agreeance in proposing crop prices for wildlife damage as 
follows: corn $5.31, soybeans $13.29, cranberries $46.51, forage $150.00. Dusell/Meyer motion to 
approve 2021 crop prices. Motion carried. 
 
All claims for this year shall be submitted before the damage assessment deadline on December 20, 
2021. Zesiger asked the committee if they would elect to participate in the Wildlife Damage program 
through the USDA in 2022. This program would be no cost to the County and assist local landowners. 
Meyer/Dusell motion to approve program involvement with proposed USDA/ WDNR budget. Motion 
carried. 
 
NRCS Report: Besasie reported the NRCS office is closed to public and staffing is at 25%. The 2021 fiscal 
numbers were presented as follows: 15 EQIP contracts ($57,000), 6 RCPP contracts ($25,000), and 21 
Conservation Stewardship contracts ($333,000). The NRCS received several applications for the Wetland 
Control Program and expect little interest in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Besasie stated 
November 19th is the deadline for the EQIP applications.  
 
Besasie explained the NRCS plans to make greater efforts to manage invasive species including 
buckthorn.  
 
FSA Report: Quade had no report. 
 



 

 

Land Conservation & Development Department: Stadnyk provided updates on the redistricting process. 
The overall deviation is 4.2% with a target of 747 people in each district. The entirety of the process is 
on track given the abbreviated timeline before submittal. A public hearing is set for October 18th before 
the final deadline on November 23rd. 
 
Stadnyk reported the Zoning department has greatly exceed the number of land use and sanitary 
permits from 2020. There are currently 315 land use permits and 142 sanitary permits. Stadnyk expects 
land use permits for 2021 to reach 360 and sanitary permits to reach 160. It was also reported the LWCD 
and Zoning Administrator met with a member of the DNR to complete onsite inspections in the County. 
It was determined an analysis will be made with ongoing issues and further enforcement is expected. 
The LCDD plans to continue working with the DNR in the future to determine resolutions. 
 
Stadnyk explained the LWCD is preparing to apply for Surface Water grants which are due by November 
1st, 2021. 
 
The LCDD is working on revamping their webpage on the Rusk County website and creating a more user-
friendly landing page. Updates may include adding a space to post public hearings and important news. 
 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications: Stadnyk provided updates on the Blue Hills Swine facility. This 
project is in the beginning stages of construction. There are no current animal waste storage 
applications. 
 
Out of County Travel: No out of county travel. 
 
Ordinance Discussion: Stadnyk provided the committee with the first draft of the Stormwater 
Management ordinance to review. Stadnyk also reviewed the changes to the language in the Animal 
Waste Storage ordinance. Meyer inquired about funding for the Animal Waste ordinance and the 
enforcement of the overall program. A more formal review of both ordinances will be set for the 
November meeting. 
 
Outreach Activities: Stadnyk reported on a recent invasive species seminar. A second seminar is planned 
for early next year. Similar efforts are being taken by Besasie through NRCS leading to potential for a 
collaborative program in the future. Stadnyk provided information on a continuing agreement with 
Beaver Creek Reserve to provide invasive species outreach. 
 
Project Updates: Stadnyk mentioned several projects the LWCD has taken part in this year including 7 
well abandonments, repairs to access road, fencing, 2 grassed waterways, 1 wetland restoration, 2 
nutrient management plans, cover crops, and streambank stabilization.  
  
Projects being considered for next year include, but are not limited to manure storage abandonment, 
fencing, streambank stabilization, and barnyards.  
 
Budget Discussion: No discussion. 
 
Adjourn: Meyer/Dusell motion to adjourn at 10:03 am. Motion carried. 



 

 

 
Minutes prepared by Rachel Hansen. 
 


