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The monthly meeting of the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee was called to order at 8:00 am, 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022.    
 
Present from the Rusk County Land and Forestry Committee:  Phil Schneider, Lyle Lieffring, Alan Rathsack, Terry 
DuSell; Jerry Biller, Megan VanDoorn – Youth County Board Representative 
 
Also present: Jeremy Koslowski – Forest Administrator, Heidi Woldhuis – Office Manager, Mike Zimmer – Parks 
Manager, Jerrad Macholl – Assistant Forest Administrator, Dane Gravesen – Forester (Phone), Derek Jochimsen 
– DNR Rusk County Forest Liaison, Andy Albarado – Administrative Coordinator, Pat Zimmer - DNR 
 
Present from the Public:  
George Sihsmann, Bob Grunseth, Don Manske 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion by DuSell, second by Rathsack to approve December 22, 2021 meeting minutes. Motion carried 
 
Public Comment:  

• None  
 
Parks and Recreation Report: 
Mike reported on the following: 

• Working with snowmobile clubs regarding groomers, GPS units, and software  

• Potato Lake snowmobile bridge design and funding updates  

• Illegal dumping of litter at Perch Lake boat landing during Christmas week 
 
Timber Sale Report: 
Jerrad reported on the following: 

• Busy winter; updates regarding active sites  

• 10 active sales 

• 12 sales completed but some still have wood to haul 

• 3 sales closed out  

• Inquiries regarding available sales from fall bid received 

• Comments regarding the disappearance of satellite log yards/landings  

• Projections of lots of decked pulpwood within the County Forest this spring  
 
Administrator Report: 
Jeremy reported on the following: 

• WCFA February meeting in Madison, canceled 
o Scheduled in Merrill possibly at a later date  

• Reviewed new time standards with DNR; 5-yr agreement  

• Approached regarding land purchase West of 27, off of Lea Lake block; approx. 650 acres  
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Summer Tour Planning 2022: 
June 22-24th  

• Quote from Gilbertson Bus Company 

• Donation letter example dispersed and briefly discussed. Committee to review for next meeting.  

• Tour Locations/businesses  

• Technology requirements discussed with IT.  
 

County Forest Non-Compliance Issues: 
Derek discussed: 

• Wetland and stream crossing violations 

• Unrestricted off-road vehicle access and use  

• Violation of Water Quality BMPs, State Statutes, 15-year plan, SFI certification 

• Spreading of invasive species due to unrestricted off-road vehicle use  

• Negative effect on stumpage prices due to repairs to timber sale access roads, crossings, etc.  
Committee & Administrator discussed:  

• Letter received by Chairman from community member to be shared with committee and administrator  

• Review of photos and previous month discussion of reported violations  

• Options for moving forward to resolve off-road vehicle use violations and damages 
 

Committee requested an example of language used by other counties regarding off-road vehicle use within 
County Forest lands and to bring it to the next meeting for continued discussion.  
 
Summer Interns: 

• Displayed posting for summer interns  

• 3 interns for campground/parks maintenance requested  

• Funding has been secured within the budget  

• Recreational use has massively increased resulting in increased summer maintenance needs 

• Option to hire a returning intern as a lead with increased pay  
 

Motion by Lieffring, second by Biller to advertise and hire 3 summer interns. Motion carried  
 
Private Road Access Policy: 

• Timber sale maps have contact information for access as needed 

• Access to a county forest timber sale thru private land is always an agreement between the contractor 
and private landowner 

• County has communicated with the landowner regarding the status of access roads at end of a sale  

• Review language on timber sale maps regarding private land access  

• Potential to purchase permanent easements on private access roads if deemed necessary  

• Responsibility of private landowners regarding access to contractors and maintenance  
 
Annual Report: 

• Reviewed 2021 County Forest Report 

• Revenue increases for campgrounds  
o Economic impact on campgrounds  
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• ATV and Snowmobile funding 

• Timber Sale record year of revenue  

• Township severance payments  
Additional accomplishments in 2021 include: 

• Land trade completed 

• Knowles-Nelson Funding for land purchase 

• Carbon Credit contract  

• 2 new staff in 2021 

• Emerald Ash Borer trapping program  

• Timber Mat Purchases 

• Beaver control management 

• Hunter Walking Trail signage 

• GPS usage with Snowmobile clubs 

• NoRTAC Fall tour  

• Contract amendments  

• Passive monitoring of timber sales via cameras 

• Invasive Species management  

• Insurance, Hail damage repairs at Josie Creek 
 

Motion by DuSell, Second by Biller to forward to County Board. Motion Carried 
 
Out of County Travel: 

• NoRTAC (Northern Region Trail Advisory Committee) meeting – Hayward, WI 
o Jeremy and Mike  

• Pesticide Applicator Test – Spooner 
o Dane  

 
Motion by DuSell, Second by Rathsack to approve out-of-county travel. Motion Carried 
 
Budget Review: 

The budget report was made available in committee folders for review. No comments questions or 
comments received 
 

Review and Approve Bills: 
Motion by Lieffring, Second by Biller to approve the December AP report. Motion carried. 
 
Adjourn:  
Motion by Lieffring to adjourn at 9:43 am. Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 16th, 2022 at 8:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by H. Woldhuis – Forestry Department Office Manager 


