
 

 

RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

DATE:  January 14th, 2025 
ROLL CALL:  P. SCHNEIDER, K. HALBUR, A. HAMPTON 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, N. BESASIE, S. ZESIGER, J. SPANGLER 
 
Open Session:  Chairman Schneider called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, March 11th, 2025 at 8:00 am. 
 
Minutes:  Hampton/Schneider motion to approve minutes from September 10th and November 19th.  
Motion carried. 
 
Payment Approval Report:  Hampton/Halbur motion to approve payment approval reports from 
November & December.  Motion carried. 
 

Agency Reports 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger introduced new Wildlife Damage Technician (Josh Spangler) 
who will be taking over the wildlife damage program reporting covering Rusk County.  Zesiger presented 
draft 2024 damage claim reimbursements.  Hampton/Halbur motion to approve reimbursements.  
Motion carried. 
 
NRCS Report:  Besasie discussed current programs and deadlines.  EQIP and Stewardship Program 
deadline for signup is February 7th.  Currently there are 50-60 EQIP applications within Rusk County.  The 
minimum payment under the stewardship program has increased to $4,000.  Besasie informed 
committee that he will be moving to the Stevens Point office in February.  A replacement has not been 
selected yet.  Besasie discussed tools that are in place to ensure continuing compliance in case of a 
government shutdown. 
 
FSA Report:  No report presented. 
 
Land Conservation & Development Department:  Stadnyk discussed the LWRMP progress and next 
steps.  Stadnyk reported on the recent conservation speaking contest.  Stadnyk informed committee 
that the annual LWCD tree and perennial plant sale Is live. 
 

Discussion and Possible Motion 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  No animal waste storage applications 
 
Out of County Travel:  Stadnyk requested approval for Fischer and Runstrom to attend WLWCA annual 
conference, March 5-7, Green Bay, WI.  Stadnyk requested approval to attend WiDATCP Producer-Led 
annual meeting, February 25th, Plover, WI.  Hampton/Halbur motion to approve out of county travel for 
Fischer, Runstrom, and Stadnyk.  Motion Carried. 
 
LWRMP Update:  Stadnyk discussed details of the LWRMP update and schedule. 



 

 

 
2024 Contracting & Reimbursement:  Stadnyk presented the amended contract for Gudis showing 
actual reimbursement rates.  Hampton/Halbur motion to approve reimbursement for contract LW07-24 
as amended.  Motion carried.  Stadnyk discussed the new contracting and reimbursement procedure for 
2025. 
 
USDA-NRCS/LWCD Memorandum of Agreement:  Besasie discussed the differences between WI and 
other states related to LCC vs soil and water conservation districts.  USDA is required to inform partners 
about USDA civil rights policies and procedures.  LCC acknowledged review of USDA policy.  Besasie 
presented a draft Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) which formalizes the cooperative agreement 
between USDA-NRCS and the Land & Water Conservation Division.  This MOU allows efficient data 
sharing between USDA and LWCD and removes impediments to other services available through USDA.  
Halbur/Hampton motion to accept MOU and have Stadnyk sign.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjourn:  Chairman Schneider motioned to adjourn at 9:00 am. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by N. Stadnyk. 


