
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  AUGUST 10, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  M. SCHMITT, R. STOUT, J. MEYER, W. MCBAIN, M. VAN DOORN 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, D. MCDANIELS, E. WEGENER, P. RUEN, T. 

BOERNER, J. WOLF, C. PLAHUTA, K. PLAHUTA 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:00am 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Minutes:  McBain/Schmitt motion to approve minutes from July 13th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Schmitt/McBain motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Date to be determined due to potential schedule conflicts. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger provided a list of crop damage enrollees in Rusk 
County to date for committee review.  Zesiger also reported that as of July 22nd, they have 
trapped and relocated 52 bears out of corn fields in Rusk County.  Also, after other control 
measures had been tried, including an experimental baited electric fence, they have been unable 
to control Elk damage at the John Van Doorn farm.  An emergency authorization was approved 
to try an aerial application of repellants.  The effectiveness of this treatment is being assessed 
and monitored. 
 
NRCS Report:  Besasie reported that NRCS in Rusk County is primarily focusing on practice 
implementation at this time.  Several projects are currently under construction including grassed 
waterway and field border, fencing, waterlines, and stream crossings.  We are nearing the end of 
our second seeding window to establish cool season plantings.  NRCS also recently ranked an 
additional 6 projects for funding through the RCPP.  This is the sign-up that focuses on habitat 
for the Golden Winged Warbler.  Funding decisions will be made in Mid-August. 
 
FSA Report:  Quade reported that USDA announced the Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) which will provide financial relief to timber 
harvesting and timber hauling businesses that experienced losses in 2020 due to COVID-19.  
This program is part of the USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.  Individual 
loggers or truckers, or legal entities may be eligible for up to $125,000 in financial assistance 
through this program.  Go to farmers.gov/pathh or call your local office for more information 
and to enroll. 
 
Sign-up for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program runs through August 20, 2021.  This is 
part of the CRP program which is a federally funded voluntary program that contracts with 
agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is not farmed or 
ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits.  Grassland CRP helps landowners and 



operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland, and certain other lands while 
maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 
 
Quade also reported that the Dairy Margin Coverage Program payments triggered again for June 
(payments sent beginning of August).  DMC payments this calendar year, including the most 
recent payment for Rusk County equals $1,003,880.03. 
 
Finally, Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to 
insufficient access to processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animals.  Livestock and poultry producers can apply for 
assistance at FSA now through Sept. 17, 2021 at Farmers.gov/plip or call your local office for 
more information and to enroll. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported that landuse  permit 
applications in the Zoning Division are at about 240 this year and sanitary permit applications 
are at about 100 which are both significantly above previous year totals. 
 
Stadnyk reported that the LWCD did receive a NACD grant which will be used to cover some of 
the cost of the recently hired administrative assistant.  Stadnyk also mentioned that a 
representative from Ayres will be presenting information to the Zoning/Land Information 
Committee related to add-on products that are available based on the LIDAR data. 
 
LWCD is getting ready for the Jr. Fair and will have a booth all 4 days. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  Committee reviewed details of the proposed Blue Hills 
Swine facility and discussed details of the plan related to facility location, permit conditions, and 
nutrient management.  Ruen shared applicants planned operation and goals.  Facility will have 
an on-site barn manager and Wegener will act as the environmental coordinator.  Boerner 
discussed the nutrient management plan and planned manure handling procedures.  Meyer asked 
about future plans related to the CAFO limit and requirements to report changes in animal unit 
numbers.  Ruen indicated that there is no immediate plan to increase animal units but the facility 
is designed to handle expansion in the future.  Ruen also indicated that they are fully aware of 
the reporting requirements related to animal numbers and the permitting requirements if there is 
an increase.  Committee discussed storage facility volume and concluded that storage capacity is 
adequate.  McBain inquired about nutrient percentages in the waste and whether that would be 
detrimental to crops.  Boerner indicated that nutrient percentages would not damage crops or 
exceed limits allowed under 590.  Plahuta expressed concern about surface application of 
manure at increased rates.  This will not be an issue because manure will be knifed in and only 
allowed at rates which meet 590 standards.  It was determined that the construction, operation 
and maintenance, and nutrient management plans meet all design and conservation standards.  
McBain/Schmitt motion to approve waste storage permit.  Motion carried. 
 
Out of County Travel:  No out of county travel. 
 
LWCD Budget:  Stadnyk presented the 2021 projected budget and the preliminary 2022 budget 
for LWCD.  Committee reviewed budgets for county owned dams, wildlife damage program, 
tree sale, LWCD special projects, non-metallic mining, shoreland protection program, SWRM 
project grant, and SWRM staffing grant.  The shoreland protection budget is a new program, 



based on the resolution passed by LCC during the July committee meeting.  The well 
decommissioning program has been moved out of the tree sale budget and into the SWRM 
project grant budget.  Meyer/Schmitt motion to approve proposed budget barring any major 
revisions.  Motion carried.  
 
Invasive Species Activities:  Stadnyk reported on the current plan for a more progressive 
invasive species control program.  Division has created posters and handouts related to invasive 
species and is planning a public seminar/training to get the public involved with control efforts.  
Focus of the seminar will be on identification of invasive species, control measures that can be 
used, and building a team of county residents who will assist in identifying and mapping the 
location of invasive species in the county.  Tentative date of the seminar is September 15th and 
LWCD staff will begin soliciting participants soon.  Flyers and information will be posted 
wherever appropriate.  Schmitt and Meyer suggested mailings to townships and involvement of 
highway departments. 
 
Ordinances and Regulatory Discussion:  Committee discussed regulatory authority and 
current enforcement issues.  Discussion was held regarding the existing AWS ordinance and 
adding more formal language related to the review and approval process of permit applications.  
Stadnyk will develop draft language and review with Corp. Counsel before the September 
committee meeting. 
 
Committee also discussed current status of the draft stormwater and erosion control ordinance 
and efforts to gain voluntary compliance with NR 151 performance standards. 
 
Adjourn: Schmitt/Meyer motion to adjourn at 9:58am. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


