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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

August 5th, 2022 

LEC Conference Room 

Rusk County Courthouse 

 

Staff Present: Yvonne Johnson (Zoning Administrator) 

           Jill Buchholz (Chief Deputy Clerk) 

           Colleen Schott (Zoning Technician) 

  

Roll Call Board Present:  [X] Robert Lorkowski  [X] Stanley Kromrey (Alternate) 

   [X] Thomas Meisner  [X] Betsy Patterson (Alternate) 

   [X] Robert Nelson  

Public Present: None  

 

Public Present by Phone or Blue Jeans: None  

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Chair Meisner at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Chair Meisner.  

 

Board of Adjustment members introduced themselves.  

 

Compliance of Open Meeting Laws – Notice: Johnson stated the notice of public hearing and agendas were posted 

per the requirements of a Class (2) notice.  

• Three locations in the Township of Rusk. 

• Three locations in the Rusk County Courthouse. 

• The landowner/applicant, and town clerk were notified by certified mail. DNR was notified through email. 

• Neighboring property owners within 500’ were notified in the mail. 

• Notice was published in the Ladysmith Newspaper on July 21st and July 28th.  

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Kromrey, seconded by Nelson to approve agenda. Motion carried by aye vote. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Betsy, seconded by Nelson to approve June 17, 2021 minutes. Motion carried by 

aye vote.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Call to order: Public Hearing opened at 10:15 a.m. by Chair Meisner  

 

10:15 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING – A variance request to allow a deck within 75’ setback from the ordinary high-

water mark of Clear Lake. 

 

Testimony: 

• Jeff & Jeanine Rossow, Applicant gave testimony regarding variance request and the deck size they would 

like with how they build the house in 2018 they also stated they would be ok if it had no stairs. Jeff & 

Jeanine Rossow showed the original plans of the house with the deck but they did not get the deck 

approved on the original plans that came through the zoning office.  

• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided testimony and department findings. Zoning department 

recommends that the Board deny the variance as presented for a 12’ X 28’ deck within the setback. Johnson 

also read an email from DNR. Johnson also spoke about the neighboring houses set back averaging.  

 

Site Visit: No site visit  
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Public Hearing: Closed at 10:35 a.m.  

 

Meeting Opened: at 10:36 a.m.  

 

Board members reviewed, board vote paperwork.  

 

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship: 

   Yes: 2 No: 1 

Unique Property Limitations: 

   Yes: 2 No: 1   

  Harm to Public Interest: 

   Yes: 0 No: 3   

 

Motion by Lorkowski, seconded by Nelson to grant variance with the special conditions the county must approve 

that will be implemented by the owner of the property to preserve or establish a vegetative buffer zone that covers at 

lease 70 percent of the half of the shoreland setback are that is nearest to the water. A copy of this plan shall be 

recorded on the deed to the property. Motion carried.  

 

Public Hearing opened at 11:02 a.m. by Chair Meisner  

 

11:00 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING – A variance request to allow a storage building within the 110’ setback from the 

center line of a state highway.  

 

Testimony: 

• Bruce Lorenzen, Applicant gave testimony regarding variance request to build a storage building within the 

110’ setback from the center line of a state highway. Bruce stated he will not have water in the garage he 

will only have electricity for lights.  

• Yvonne Johnson, Zoning Administrator, provided testimony and department findings. Zoning department 

recommends that the Board grant the requested variance to allow the garage structure to be at the same 

setback as the currently existing home which is 66’ from the centerline of the State Hwy 40. Johnson also 

stated it is 5ft from the property line.  

 

Site Visit: No site visit 

 

Public Hearing: Closed at 11:12 a.m.  

 

Meeting Opened: at 10:13 a.m.  

 

Board members reviewed, board vote paperwork. 

 

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0 

Unique Property Limitations: 

   Yes: 3 No: 0     

  Harm to Public Interest: 

   Yes: 0 No: 3   

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Meisner to grant variance. Motion carried. Variance granted.  

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Kromrey to adjourn meeting at 11:17 a.m. Motion carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Jill Buchholz, Chief Deputy Clerk 

Minutes completed: 08/08/2022 


