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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

July 31, 2018 

Law Enforcement Center 

Rusk County Courthouse 

 

 

Staff Present: CeCe Tesky (Zoning Administrator) 

Danielle Zimmer (Chief Deputy County Clerk) 

 

Roll Call Board Present: [   ] Robert Lorkowski   [X] Stanley Kromrey (Alternate) 

    [X] Robert Nelson      [X] Betsy Patterson (Alternate) 

    [X] Thomas Meisner 

Public Present:  None. 

 

Call to order:  Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Robert Nelson. 

 

Election of Chair: Chair Nelson called for nominations for Chairman. Kromrey nominate Nelson. Patterson 

nominate Meisner. Motion by Kromrey to close nominations. Ballots passed. Nelson – 2. Meisner – 2. Ballots 

passed second time. Nelson – 2. Meisner – 2. Board will postpone election of Chair and Vice-Chair until all 

members can be present. Zimmer stated that a meeting will need to be scheduled in the next couple of weeks to 

elect.  

 

Approval of Agenda: Motion by Patterson, second by Kromrey to approve to agenda. Motion carried by aye 

vote.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Meisner, second by Kromrey to approve minutes from December 21, 2017.  

Motion carried by aye vote. 

 

Training: Tesky passed out a copy of the county code as it relates to the Board of Adjustment and reviewed the 

process with the board.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Call to order:  Public Hearing opened at 10:00 a.m. by Chair Robert Nelson. 

 

Chair Nelson appointed Kromrey as the voting member. 

 

Purpose of Public Hearing: Chair Nelson stated the Board of Adjustment does meet jurisdictional 

requirements.  

 

Compliance of Open Meeting Laws - Notice:  Zimmer stated the notice of public hearing and agenda were 

posted per the requirements of a Class (2) notice. 

 Three locations in the Township of Big Bend. 

 Three locations in the Rusk County Courthouse. 

 The landowner / applicant, DNR and town clerk were notified by certified mail. 

 Neighboring property owners within 500’ were notified by first class mail. 

 Notice was published in the Ladysmith Newspaper on December 7
th

 and December 14
th

.  

 

Applicants Patrick and Sonja Riley present at 10:02 a.m. 
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Testimony:   

 Patrick Riley, Applicant, testified to variance application and vision to build on the property.  

 Variance application passed out and reviewed. 

 CeCe Tesky, Zoning Administrator, gave testimony including staff report and her recommendation that 

the Board of Adjustment approve the variance request with conditions:  

1. Approved for a 36’ x 32’ garage, 30x 40’ house and 12’ x 30’ patio or deck on the west side. All 

water setbacks along the south side of the peninsula must be met. Structures shall be no closer 

than 50’ to the OHWM of Lake Flambeau on the north side of the peninsula. 

2. Substantial and ongoing progress must be made within one year from the date of this decision. If 

it hasn’t or the applicant sells the property without substantial progress having been made, the 

permit shall become null and void.  

3. All other structures on the property must be removed once building is completed. 

4. Restoration and/or maintenance of all the area within 35’ of the Ordinary High Water Mark 

(Buffer area) with a tree canopy, shrub layer and ground cover, except for two 35’ wide 

viewing/access corridors. 

5. Roof gutters installed and runoff filtered before entering waterways and must not be diverted to 

neighboring property. 

 Additional testimony of applicant regarding the intent to remove all current buildings once home is built. 

 Board discussion on a garage being completed on site within one year and adding a completion date to 

the conditions. 

 

Site Visit:  None. 

 

Public Hearing: Closed at 10:38 a.m. 

 

Meeting Opened: 10:38 a.m. 

 

Board members reviewed board vote paperwork and discussed possible conditions. 

 

Board Vote:  Unnecessary Hardship:   

Yes: 3 No: 0  

   

                       Unique Property Limitations:  

Yes: 3 No: 0 

 

                       Harm to Public Interest:  

Yes: 0 No: 3 

 

Motion by Kromrey, second by Meisner to approve variance as proposed with the conditions recommended by 

the Zoning Office, adding that the project shall be completed in 6 years and that the measurements of the 

buildings do not include the eaves, which would be an additional two feet. Motion carried. 

 

Adjourned: Motion by Kromrey, second by Meisner to adjourn.   Meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Danielle Zimmer, Chief Deputy County Clerk 

Minutes completed: 8/2/18 

Minutes approved: 8/22/18 


