
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  JULY 13, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  M. SCHMITT, R. STOUT, J. MEYER, T. DUSELL, W. MCBAIN,  
M. QUADE, M. VAN DOORN 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, D. MCDANIELS, E. WAGONER, S. BROWN, J. 

RUNSTROM 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:00am 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Minutes:  McBain/Dusell motion to approve minutes from June 8th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Schmitt/Meyer motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, August 10th, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger provided a list of crop damage enrollees in Rusk 
County to date for committee review.  Zesiger also reported that due to elk damage at the Dale 
Beissel farm, they are trying an experimental spray on repellant.  To his knowledge, this is the 
first time this spray has been tried in the state.  Fencing has been installed at the Mike Rober 
farm due to multiple occasions of wolf damage to oatlage bags. 
 
NRCS Report:  Besasie reported that NRCS is continuing to work on multiple projects and will 
provide a more detailed breakdown at the August meeting.  Besasie also informed the committee 
about the upcoming Statewide USDA working group meeting.  This is an opportunity for the 
public to comment on the focus areas and issues that USDA should prioritize under the 2018 
farm bill.  The meeting is July 14th, 10a - 12p.  To join the virtual meeting choose one of the 
following options: 
 

1. Teleconference: Call 1-636-352-2946, then type in access code 508714004#. 
2. Video and audio through Microsoft Teams: Visit this 

site: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/wi/newsroom/pnotice/ and then 
click on the Join Teams Meeting link at the top of the page. 

 
Besasie informed the committee about the Conservation Rendezvous happening today at 1p at 
OJ Falge park.  This is an opportunity for county residents to meet with representatives from 
USDA-NRCS, USDA-FSA, and Rusk County Land & Water Conservation and find out more 
about conservation programs available. 
 
FSA Report:  Quade reported that nominations are still being accepted for County 
Committee’s.  LAA 3 and LAA 4 are up for election in 2021.  Nominations are due by August 
2nd.  Also, CRP general signup continues through July 23rd.  Recent changes to soil rental rates 
have made them much more attractive than they have been so now is a great time to sign-up.  



The deadline for crop certification is July 15th.  Anyone not reported or on a register by then will 
need to pay a $46/farm late file fee to certify their acreage. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported that landuse  permit 
applications in the Zoning Division are at 210 this year which is up 94 from this same time last 
year.  Sanitary permit applications are at 76 which is up 32 from this time last year.  There are 
currently 2 citations in the court system. 
 
Stadnyk provided an update on the administrative assistant position.  Initial interviews have 
been conducted and finalists are being asked back for follow-up interviews before a final 
decision is made.  Also, there is an opportunity to obtain a culverts GIS layer as an add-on to the 
LIDAR data being processed by Ayres.  This data would have value to a number of departments 
and the Land Information Division is evaluating procurement of this dataset. 
 
Stadnyk informed the committee about upcoming education and outreach activities which 
include the Conservation Rendezvous (July 13th), Rusk County 4-H camp (July 15th), and the 
Rusk County Jr. Fair (Aug 12th - 15th).  Stadnyk also provided information about a new 
buckthorn control program being instituted by the Land & Water Division.  Program is under 
development and details will be provided at the August meeting. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  Permit application considered from Four Mile, LLP.  
Representatives from Four Mile, LLP and Auth Consulting provided information related to the 
planned operation and committee discussed possible permit conditions.  McBain/Schmitt motion 
to approve waste storage permit.  Motion tabled until next month so that permit conditions can 
be incorporated into the permit application. 
 
Out of County Travel:  No out of county travel. 
 
GIS Review:  Postponed due to time constraints. 
 
Hurtis Dam Failure:  Stadnyk shared details related to the dam failure and planned activities at 
the Hurtis site.  LWCD will continue working with USFWS on this restoration plan. 
 
Shoreland Protection Program:  Stadnyk presented the modified shoreland protection program 
details and possible resolution.  Dusell/McBain motion to forward resolution to full board.  
Motion carried. 
 
Ordinances and Regulatory Authority:  Committee discussed regulatory authority and current 
enforcement issues.  Committee recognizes the need for local ability to administer regulations 
and directed Stadnyk to develop a draft stormwater and erosion control ordinance.  Stadnyk also 
discussed recommendations related to NR151 performance standards.  Suggestion was made to 
continue soliciting voluntary compliance with NR151 with a plan to incorporate performance 
standards into the existing AWS ordinance in the future.  Committee also reviewed the proposed 
nitrogen management areas under consideration by Wi-DNR for inclusion into NR151. 
 
Adjourn: Meyer/Schmitt motion to adjourn at 9:49am. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


