
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  JUNE 8, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  M. SCHMITT, R. STOUT, J. MEYER, T. DUSELL, W. MCBAIN,  
M. QUADE 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, M. VAN DOORN 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:00am 
 
Public Comment:  Discussion was held regarding outcomes from recent enforcement activities 
and how best to proceed.  Comment was made regarding frustration with violation enforcement 
and what a possible solution would be.  Stadnyk shared that the most likely next step will be 
development of a countywide stormwater and erosion control ordinance and amendment of the 
existing Animal Waste Storage ordinance to include the ag performance standards contained in 
NR151. 
 
Minutes:  Schmitt/McBain motion to approve minutes from May 11th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Dusell/Meyer motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, July 13th, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger provided a list of crop damage enrollees in Rusk 
County to date for committee review.  Zesiger also reported that 5 wolves had been captured and 
euthanized on the Mark Czekalski farm near Weyerhauser in response to two adult cow 
depredations. 
 
NRCS Report:  Besasie reported that NRCS currently has multiple ongoing projects that are 
being completed.  Several soil erosion control projects as well as several grazing projects are 
being constructed right now.  Native pollinator seedings are also being established as soil 
temperatures warm.  Locally, NRCS was notified that 12 Conservation Stewardship Program 
applications were selected for funding.  The total initial request was $215000.  These 
applications include practices being installed in cropland, pasture, and forested settings. 
 
FSA Report:  Quade reported that FSA offices are currently operating at 50% staffing levels 
and in-person visitors are limited and are available by appointment only.  Also, crop reporting is 
in full swing and all maps have been mailed to producers who regularly report crops.  
Certifications must be completed by July 15th for spring plant crops. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program software is being updated to allow continued general and 
continuous sign-up.  Practice incentives and signing incentives were recently increased along 
with other payment incentives.  Maximum rental rates in Rusk County have increased to 
$98.10/ac for continuous CRP, $92.65/ac for general CRP, and $109/ac for CREP. 
 



County Committee Election nomination season will start June 15 and run through August 2.  
Interested individuals should contact the County Office for more information. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported that landuse permit 
applications and sanitary permit applications are still being received with 170 LU and 62 
sanitary so far this year as compared to 113 LU and 30 sanitary at this same time last year.  
Camper permits stand at 278 to date this year as compared to 267 for all of 2020. 
 
Stadnyk reported that Land Information is preparing to conduct a GIS workshop for the county, 
currently scheduled for June 30th.  The workshop will be an opportunity for anyone interested to 
find out more about GIS and how they can begin using the software and data.  Emails and flyers 
will be distributed next week.  Stadnyk also reported on the possibility of obtaining an add on 
product generated from the 2020 orthophotography.  This culvert layer would be of value and 
staff are currently soliciting interest from other, potential users.  Due to the success of the 2020 
ortho consortium, the county saved almost $8,000 which could be used toward this culvert layer. 
 
Stadnyk reported that the department administrative position has been re-listed with an updated 
description in order to increase the pool of applicants. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  No permit applications.  One permit application is 
expected in July or August. 
 
Out of County Travel:  No out of county travel. 
 
NW Wisconsin Lakes Conference:  The NW Wisconsin Lakes Conference is coming up June 
18th and will be virtual again this year.  Registration information was provided to anyone 
interested in attending. 
 
Shoreland Protection Program:  Stadnyk shared draft information regarding the proposed 
county shoreland protection program include program details and project ranking index.  
Committee discussed incentives within the program and suggested an individual project cost 
share cap of $1,000 and a county allocation of $10,000.  Stadnyk will modify program 
information and present a final draft at the next committee meeting. 
 
Ordinances and Regulatory Authority Discussion:  Topic was covered during public 
comment discussions. 
 
Current Projects:  Stadnyk shared a current breakdown of conservation related projects 
planned for 2021.  These projects will use all of the current year conservation related allocation.  
Stadnyk will ask other counties for any unallocated funding to complete additional projects. 
 
Dam Inspection Proposals - Pigeon Creek Flowage:  Stadnyk presented bids received in 
response to a solicitation for dam inspection services for the Pigeon Creek Flowage Dam.  Bids 
were received from Ayres Associates, Morgan & Parmley, and Oakridge Engineering.  
Committee discussed proposals and selected Morgan & Parmley to conduct the inspection.  
Stadnyk will notify applicants. 
 
Adjourn: Dusell/Schmitt motion to adjourn at 9:15am. Motion carried.   



 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


