
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  MAY 11, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  B. STOUT, M. SCHMITT, W. MCBAIN, J. MEYER 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, M. VAN DOORN 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:04am 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Minutes:  McBain/Schmitt motion to approve minutes from April 13th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Meyer/Schmitt motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, June 8th, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  No report. 
 
NRCS Report:  No report. 
 
FSA Report:  No report. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported on current efforts to 
hold a series of GIS workshops for county staff and other individuals to introduce GIS an 
generate interest as a pre-curser to a countywide needs assessment.  Interviews for the open 
administrative assistant position are scheduled for May 13th. 
 
Tree sale & distribution was held May 7th-8th and was very successful.  All trees were sold this 
year.  Stadnyk informed committee that he will be unavailable from May 14th - 18th.  If needed, 
contact Jon Runstrom during that time. 
 
Zoning permit applications are extremely high this year with a 242% increase in landuse permit 
applications and a 275% increase in sanitary permit applications.  This is expected to continue 
through the summer. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  No permit applications. 
 
Out of County Travel:  No out of county travel. 
 
Considerations of Financial Hardship:  Financial hardship application was considered for 
Breanne Meyer.  Committee reviewed project details, application affidavit, and supporting 
documents.  Motion to approve hardship designation by Schmitt/McBain.  Motion carried, 
Meyer abstained. 



 
 
 
Non-Metallic Mining Fee Change:  Committee reviewed language adding a late fee to the 
Counties non-metallic mining fee schedule and recommends approval.  Motion by 
McBain/Meyer to submit resolution to full board on May 25th.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance and Regulatory Authority Review:  Stadnyk discussed outcomes from producer 
meetings held in April related to manure spreading and NR 151 compliance.  Meetings were 
very productive and will help guide efforts.  LWCD will develop outreach materials to 
correspond to ongoing education efforts aimed at voluntary participation in nutrient 
management planning. 
 
Committee also discussed ongoing work with Forestry to address ATV use in the county forest.  
LWCD will place signs at known stream crossings to inform riders that it is a violation of ss. 
30.29 to drive in or on navigable waters of the state. 
 
Shoreline Project Initiative:  Stadnyk presented details of the proposed shoreland project 
initiative including benefits, types of projects included, and project criteria.  Committee will 
discuss final details of proposed initiative at the June meeting. 
 
Budget/Capital Improvements Discussion:  Committee briefly discussed proposed capital 
improvement requests.  The only request under consideration at this time is an upgrade of the 
GPS equipment in 2022.  Committee also discussed the need for and utility of purchasing a 
drone. 
 
Adjourn: Meyer/Schmitt motion to adjourn at 9:34am. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


