
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  APRIL 13, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  T. DUSELL, B. STOUT, M. SCHMITT, W. MCBAIN, J. MEYER 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, J. RUNSTROM, M. QUADE, R. SUMMERFIELD 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:01am 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Minutes:  Dusell/McBain motion to approve minutes from March 9th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Dusell/McBain motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, May 11th, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger provided an update of 2021 Wildlife Damage 
Program enrollees.  Committee discussed how elk damage claims are handled. 
 
NRCS Report:  We are currently transitioning out of contracting EQIP.  We are currently 
working on assessments for 21 Conservation Stewardship Program applications.  We have 
applications for Forestry, Cropland, and Pasture.  Details on funding amounts and total acres 
will not be finalized until May.  We are also entering field season and work is slated to 
commence on several contracts that were funded in previous sign ups. 
 
FSA Report:  CFAP 2.0 enrollment re-opened on April 5th for a period of no less than 60 days.  
Top-up payments under CFAP 1.0 went out and totaled 0.11 million dollars in Rusk County.  
CFAP 2.0 top-up payments also went out totaling 0.642 million dollars in Rusk County.  USDA 
service centers are now able to conduct in-person appointments, but they must be scheduled.  
Most work will still be conducted remotely. 
 
No deadline has been announced for CRP enrollment so sign-ups are ongoing.  Dairy Margin 
Coverage payments were triggered in February.  Most producers were enrolled at the $9.50 
margin level and in February, the margin was $6.22 per hundredweight.  Total payments for 
Rusk County were $326,130. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported on the status of the 
2020 aerial photography.  Photo tiles have been checked and approved by Land Information and 
the countywide mosaic has been delivered.  Mosaic will be made available on the Counties web 
site as soon as possible.  No status is available on delivery of the LIDAR dataset. 
 
Land Information received approval of the 2021 base budget grant and has received the first 
installment. 
 



Landuse permit applications in Zoning are currently double the amount from this time last year.  
In 2020, there were 28 applications at this time and this year, there are 64 with no sign of 
slowing. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  Stadnyk reported on the status of the Blue Hills facility.  
They did submit a waste storage permit application to the county and after review by the 
LWCD, WiDNR, and WiDATCP, it was determined that they would fall under the WPDES 
rules.  They will be required to submit an application to the WiDNR. 
 
Out of County Travel:  Runstrom - May 4, Stevens Point, WI - Pick up trees for tree sale.  
Schmitt/McBain motion to approve out of county travel.  Motion carried. 
 
Grant Applications:  Stadnyk reported on the status of current grant applications.  The SWRM 
grant application is complete and ready to submit.  The small scale TRM grant and large scale 
TRM grant are in progress and will be submitted by the 15th. 
 
No-till Planter:  Stadnyk discussed the possibility of purchasing a no-till drill which could be 
rented to local producers.  It appears that MDV funds can be banked to help cover the cost but 
the amounts available are very small and other funding sources will be needed.  Committee 
discussed other options including Xcel and Enbridge. 
 
Non-Metallic Mining Program Fees:  Committee discussed the possibility of adding a late fee 
to the fee structure of the non-metallic mining program.  Currently there is no penalty for 
submittal of late permit payments which causes problems for LWCD’s required submission to 
the state.  Committee discussed options for structuring the late fee.  LWCD staff will develop 
language options to review for next meeting. 
 
Shoreline Project Fund:  Stadnyk discussed the possibility of implementing a shoreland 
protection program for the department.  Currently the only way to cost share small, residential 
shoreland protection projects is through the WiDNR healthy lakes grant which requires an 
application by Feb. 15th.  Under this proposed program, funding would be administered by the 
LWCD and used to cost share small shoreland protection projects as they are identified.  
Projects would be capped at $2,000 and would require a 70/30 cost share commitment.  
Summerfield discussed the option of basing project approval on income or property value. 
 
Review of Current Ordinances:  Committee discussed support for implementing a county 
ATV/UTV ordinance.  Committee recognizes that this is an environmental, public safety, and 
forest management issue and recommended further discussion with Forestry and area ATV/UTV 
clubs as we move forward. 
 
Due to time constraints, committee was forced to adjourn.  Committee agreed to continue 
discussion of other ordinance issues during an extended session April 27th at 6:00p in the 1st 
floor conference room.  Stadnyk will post notice.  
 
Adjourn: Meyer/Schmitt motion to adjourn at 9:32am. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


