
 
 RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

“Not Committee Approved” 
DATE:  MARCH 9, 2021 
ROLL CALL:  T. DUSELL, B. STOUT, M. SCHMITT, W. MCBAIN 
OTHERS PRESENT:  N. STADNYK, M. QUADE 
 
Open Session:  Meeting called to order @ 8:01am 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Minutes:  Dusell/McBain motion to approve minutes from January 12th.  Motion carried.  
 
Payment Approval Report:  Schmitt/McBain motion to approve payment approval report.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, April 13, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. 
 
Wildlife Damage Claim Program:  Zesiger provided 2020 damage program summary for 
committee review.  2020 Damage claim forms for review and approval were provided.  
Dusell/Schmitt motion to approve damage claims.  Motion carried. 
 
NRCS Report:  NRCS recently finished obligating 9 Conservation Stewardship Program 
Renewal contracts. Federal financial contributions will be $122,000 over the five year span 
these contracts run. These contracts focused on Non-Industrial Private Forest Lands.  Common 
practices included Forest Stand Improvement, Invasive Species Control, and Wildlife Habitat 
Development in the form of native seeding, shrub planting, tree planting, aspen/alder shearing.  
 
NRCS was recently notified we have an additional 15 applications selected for funding under 
the Environmental Quality Incentive Program.  The total federal financial request for these 
applications was about $172,000.   Practices include soil erosion control (Grassed Waterways), 
field borders/filter strips, pollinator plantings, prescribed grazing / supporting grazing practices, 
invasive species control, wildlife habitat management and forest stand improvement. 
 
FSA Report:  FSA committee reviewed payments made in FY2019 and FY2020.  $3.7 million 
was paid out in Rusk County in 2020 versus $2.6 million in 2019.  The increase is mostly a 
result of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program.  The CRP general signup period has been 
extended and has no current deadline and the Quality Loss Adjustment program enrollment has 
been extended until April 9th.  Also, the deadline for CFAP applications has been removed.  
 
The dairy margin for December was $8.78.  The dairy margin for January was $7.14.  Anybody 
enrolled in the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program at the $7.50 and above level earned 
payments. 
 
Land Conservation and Development Department:  Stadnyk reported on the status of the 
2020 aerial photography.  Photo tiles have been received and are being reviewed for quality 
control. 



 
Stadnyk reported that his crop advisor credentials were approved so the committee can offer this 
as another service to county residents. 
 
Stadnyk provided details of the administrative/GIS position within the Department.  Position 
was approved by personnel committee and a resolution in support has been prepared for the full 
board.  The initial position was created as part time with the option to go full time if grant 
funding allowed.  Full funding is available, and resolution will be amended accordingly. 
 
Zoning permits to date stand at 13 sanitary permits and 32 land use permits.  This is significantly 
ahead of this same time last year. 
 
MapFeeder and Beaver Creek/AIS surface water grant applications were approved for 2021.  
Deer Tail Creek Planning grant was not approved but staff will move forward with development 
of farmer led group and collection of baseline stream data. 
 
LWCD purchased 2 planting bars which will be available to residents to use for tree planting 
projects. 
 
Tree sale is proceeding well.  About 4700 trees were initially ordered and only about 850 trees 
remain. 
 

Land Conservation Report 
 
Animal Waste Storage Applications:  Committee reviewed recent application for Blue 
Hills/Four Mile swine operation.  Design and NMP have been submitted and are under review. 
 
Out of County Travel:  None. 
 
Devils Creek Project Update:  Stadnyk provided an update on the Devils Creek project.  
Report is under development and a final draft is anticipated by the end of March.  Streambank 
survey is still planned for mid to late March.  Landowner surveys have been collected and will 
be included in final report.  Committee discussed next steps and plan for project implementation. 
 
Reimbursement Status:  Status of reimbursements was reviewed including SWRM, Wildlife 
Damage program, Devils Creek, and NMFE. 
 
Grant Opportunities:  Stadnyk reviewed upcoming grant funding opportunities and associated 
deadlines. 
 
CREP Update:  Latest update from Brian at Wi-DATCP was provided.  At this point letters of 
interest from all the counties that would be involved with the CREP project area expansion have 
been received.  DATCP also has a pretty good idea of what other adjustments the LCD’s would 
like to see (wider buffer option, more acres for Southern Grassland area, increase state incentive 
for easements).  What FSA would require yet if they attempt the change at the national level is 
still uncertain.   How they proceed will depend on those FSA requirements.   DATCP is looking 
into it, but don’t have a clear idea yet so they can’t give much for a timeline.  It is on their radar 
and they do plan to continue pursuing it.  Brian will keep us posted as he hears more. 
 



2021 Project List:  Stadnyk provided a breakdown of the conservation projects currently under 
consideration for 2021.  A total of 22 projects are being developed which will exceed available 
funding.  Project selections will be based primarily on environmental benefit. 
 
Other:  Committee discussed the possibility of developing a manure spreading ordinance and 
how to proceed.  Stadnyk will lead effort to bring Land Conservation, Farm Bureau, and county 
landowners together for a series of discussions aimed at developing a draft ordinance.  
Committee also discussed the issue of drainage ditch and tile line construction and will hold a 
more formal discussion at the next committee meeting. 
 
Dusell shared current status of possible changes to the wildlife damage program at the state 
level.  For now, rule changes are uncertain due to opposition from interested groups. 
 
Adjourn: Dusell/Stout motion to adjourn at 9:20am. Motion carried.   
 
Minutes prepared by Nick Stadnyk. 


