my well

rinking unhsafe water is @ potential health risk to you

anhd your family. Some contaminhants Cannot be seen,
Smelled, or tasted. Coliform baCteria and hitrate are

tWO Of the most commonly fouhd contaminants.

A simple water test should be done to determine if
your water is safe for drinking and cooking.

What are Coliform Bacteria?
Coliform bacteria are a group of organ-
isms present in the soil, surface water,
on plants and in feces of animals and
humans. Most coliform bacteria are not
harmful to humans if consumed. They
are used as an “indicator organism,”
which will detect possibly dangerous

organisms like E. coli.

My water is positive for

bacteria.

v/ Stop using your water.

v’ Use bottled water, or bring your water
to a boil for 1 minute and cool before
drinking or using for cooking.

v’ Chlorinate your well. This can be done
yourself with directions from the
health department, or you may choose
to contract a professional.

v Re-sample your well when chlorination
is completed.

P0551ble health effects

Diarrhea and vomiting

=  Possible presence of viruses that
cause polio and hepatitis

=  Roundworm and tapeworm eggs

What is Nitrate?
When nitrogen naturally combines with
oxygen it forms nitrates. Nitrogen and
nitrates are found in some fertilizers,
animal manure, and septic tanks. Ni-
trates can get into your drinking water
when a contamination source is too
close to your well.

My water has a high level of
Nitrate.
v’ Stop drinking and cooking with the wa-
ter if you are pregnant or nursing. Do NOT
use for preparing baby bottles with formu-
la.
v' Use bottled water.
v" Do NOT boil your water. This will in-
crease your nitrate levels.
v" Eliminate the pollution source or make
repairs to the well if needed.
v’ Filters or disinfecting the well will not
remove the nitrate form your water.

Possible health effects

= Blue-baby syndrome suffocates a baby
from the inside out by making it hard for
red blood cells to carry oxygen. The baby
may turn blue, hence the name. This is a
bigger concern for babies because they
metabolize nitrates differently than adults.
= Birth defects

= Possibly linked to cancer

e

What is Manganese?

One mineral that is commonly
found in Rusk County resident’s
wells is manganese. It is a natural
mineral that is found in both rocks
and soil. Manganese is a normal
part of the human diet, but if high
levels of manganese are found it
could be a potential health con-
cern to both you and especially
your children. Exposure to above
recommended levels of manga-
nese over the course of years has
been linked with toxicity of the
nervous system, developing a
condition that resembles
Parkinsonism.

Why does my water have
a funny smell, taste, or

color?

Some possible sources could be
from sulphur, sulphur bacteria,
iron, or iron bacteria in your
water. The Wisconsin State Lab of
Hygiene can assist you in
determining the best water tests
for you depending on what you
are experiencing. They can be
reached at (608)224-6202 or
(800)442-4618.

Additional information:

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/DrinkingWater

https://www.cdc.gov/drinking-water/index.html

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/water/
drinking.htm

https://www.slh.wisc.edu/

Rusk County Public Health: 715-532-2299
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